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Erbakan plans four-way summit 

Neontttin 

Iran, Iraq and Syria over the *® leaders of 

Tuclash press reported Sundav “FriSt Iraq, the 

If® fora ^ “ 

Iraqi 

al Istanbul daUyYeniYuzyiJ^ told the Uber- 

ly on a three-day visit m Tehran 

Baghdad on Sundav “Prhni^. k Mr.Kazan left for 

norfoem Iraq should be solved ^ problem in 

region’sStS^lv by the 

Istanbul dail y MiUiyet said. Mr^Pdf^t ^ Syria." the 

way cc«,pe.4rSXg^e^ 
process, could cause a big rift bettJS 
Ankara, diplomatic sources said. PSton and 

Ttarkey rebufe U& caU, see page 12 
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2 guerrillas killed in S. Lebanon 

SIDON (AFP) — Two members of a Damascus-based 
Palestinian alliance were killed Sunday in an attack in the 
Israeli-occupied zone in South Lebanon, a source close to 
the oigamsaiion said. It was the first operation claimed by a 
Palestinian group in the zone in six months. The jmni mili- 
tary command of the DenKxntttic Ront for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) and the Popular Front for the Uberation 
of Palestine (PFLP) confirmed the dawn attack on an Israeli 
armmued pauul near Ibllouse, on the border of the occu- 
pied zone's central sector. *'A heroic battle was uaged for 
several hours by our commandos against the occupation 
forces which were bringing minfonrements to their posi- 
tions.’' the joint command's statement from Sidon said. 
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Iraq faces Jordao 
for Asian Cup slot 

, AMMAN (J.T. ) — Iraq iwir 
Pakistan 3-0 on Sunday, set- 
ting itself to free Jordan for the 
last berth in tfie Asian Cup 
finals. Hussam Fawzi and 
Radhi Swadi scored the two 
goals one minute a pa rt mid- 
way through the second half. 
Saheb Abbas scored the first 
half a minute beftne halftime. 
Iraq will meet Jordan on Tues- 
day in die final game of group 
six, with the winner advancing 
to the 12-team Asian Qjp 
finals in the United Arab Emi- 
rates in December. South 
Korea qualified earlier Sunday 
with a victory over Vietnam, 
joining Thailand. 

Indonesia, Iran, Syria. Uzbek- 
ist^ Saurti Arabia, Kuwait, 
defending champion Japan 
and host UAE. A draw cm 
Ibesday would send Jordan to 
the finals on the basis of better 
goal difierential. Jordan beat 
Paldstan 4-0 on Frid^. 

10 missing 

Israelis burled 
in Syria » journalist 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
bodies of 10 Israelis, includ- 
ing five missing soldiers, are 
buried in a cemetery outside 
Damascus, an Arab-Israeli 
journalist who visited the site 
told Israel Radio Sunday. 
Ghassam Bessul, from die 
northern Israeli city of 
Nazareth, said he was shown 
the graves two yeks ago in a 
cemetery just outside Ai 
Yarmcmk Palestiiuan refti^ 
camp by the leader of an 
unidentified Palestinian 
organisatiou in Syria. Tbe 
diree soldiers missing after 
the battle of Sultan Yaqub (in 
1982 in Lebanon) and two 
soldiers who died in a clash ai 
Ai Kaiameh (in Jordan in 
1968) ate among die 10 bod- 
ies," be said. He said another 
of the bodies was that of a 
woman, but provided no mote 
information. 

Huge haul of ha.shish 
seized in Pakistan 

KARACHI (AP) — Police in 
southern Sind province dis- 
covered a cache of 9,930 kilo- 
gtammes of hashish during a 
three-day anti-narcotics oper- 
atiixi, a senior customs offi- 
cial said Sunday. The drugs 
were found in the cellar of a 
borne just outside the port city 
of Karachi. No arrests were 
made, but customs inspector 
Afzal Amir Shah told 
reporters a list of suspects had 
b^ drafted, feteb^ about 
$10 million. 

Tiw>vy fighting 

resumes in Somalia 

MOGADISHU (AFP) - 
Heavy fighting between rival 
Snmali factions resumed in 
earnest Sunday after more 
than a week of calm in tire 
aftermath of the burial of war- 
lord General Mohaimnad 
Farah AidieedReports reach- 
ing here said there were 
heavy clashes Sunday in ^ 
soudiwestern Balad district 
between troops led by Hus- 
sein Mohamed Aid^ — 
who now heads his father’s 
United Somali Congress/ 
Somali National Alliance fac- 
tion — and those of self- 
styled Somali interim presi- 
dent All Mabdi Mohamed s 
Sfitnali Salvation Alhance. 
The were no immediate offi- 
cial casualty figures, but wit- 
nesses said a number of peo- 
ple had either been killed or 
wounded, and hundreds of 
familifts displaced by the 
fi ghting . T,flte oD Sunday, 
Aideed supporters claimed 
here that diey were in ctmtrol 
of the district, but opposing 
forces' maintained Aideed 
troops had retreated with 
heavy loses to Afgoye district 
30 kilometres southwest of 
Mogadishu. The claims 
could not be confirmed by 
independent sources. 
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King Hussein, King Fahd 
hold talks in Jeddah 

Summit seals reconciliation; discussions focus 
on bilateral ties, peace process and Gulf security 

By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter with agency dispatclKS 


JEDDAH — His Majesty King Hussein and King Fahd 
Ben Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia held their first summit in 
six years on Sunday shortly after King Hussein arrived here 
on a landmark visit that s^ed Jordanian-Saudi reconcilia- 
tion after a strain caused by the 1991 Gulf crisis. 

I^g Hussein, who is accompanied by a high-level dele- 
gation, was received upon arrival here by a top-level Saudi 
delegation headed by King Fahd, Crown Prince and First 
D^uty Prime Minister Abdullah, Second Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Defence Prince Sultan, other 
members of the royal family and senior Saudi officials. 

After a fuU-bonour welcome ceremony, the two monarchs 
proceeded to AI Salam Palace — where King Hussein will 
stay during his two-day visit — and held an initi al round 
of talks. 

King Fahd hosted a dinner Sunday night in honour of 
King Hussein and the delegation accompanying him. 
Another round of talks followed the dinner. 

King Fahd was not able to receive King Hussein on his 
first official visit to Saudi Arabia in five years last February 
because he was still recovering from a stroke he su^red 
last November. 

Deuuls of Sunday’s discussions in Jeddah were not 


immediately available, but officials from both sides said 
earlier the two leaders were to discuss bilateral relations, 
the Middle East peace proces^ the security situation in the 
Gulf region following extremist bombings in Saudi Arabia 
and oth^ issues of common concern. 

The King is accompanied on the visit by Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Abdullah, Prince Faisal, Prince Hamzeh 
and Prince Hashem. Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabarid, 
Upper House of Parliaznent Speaker Alunad Lawzi, I^wer 
House Speaker Sa’d Hayel Srour, I^al Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh, the King’s advisor on ttib^ affairs. Minister of 
Post and Communications Jamal Saraireh, Minister of 
Industry and Trade Ali Abul Ragheb and Court Imam 

Ahmad Helayel. 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan was swtnn in 
to serve as Regent before the King’s departure. 

The visit comes amid a fluny of diplomatic shuttling in 
the region by Arab leaders to break the deadlock in the 
hfiddle East negotiations fbUowing the election in May of 
Israel's new prime minister, right-wing leader Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

King Hussein met with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
on Wednesday, two days after Mr. Netanyahu visited the 

(Contmned on page 7) 


Israel says oil discovered near Dead Sea 


TEL AVIV (R) — The Israel 
National OU Co]mpany Dead 
Sea said on Simday it discov- 
ered oil near the I>^d Sea in 
Israel. 

*^011 is flowing freely without 
the need of a pump at a rate of 
450 barrels a day,” said Yaron 
Ran, managing-director of the 
government-owned company, 
which owns seven per cent of 
the project 

Mr. Ran said that on Friday 


oil was found at the exploration 
weU at the level of l/sO-1,960 
metres. 

^*Hus is.'a.veiy good find for 
the area of the Dead Sea. This is 
a good sign for the fbtnre but 
we have to be very careful 
about our optimism, we have to 
wait and see bow it develops,” 
Mr. Ran said. 

He said the publically traded 
comnanj retained 78 per cent 
of the well’s ownership rights 


while the remauider of the 
shares were held by several 
other companies. 

The Israel National Oil Com- 
pany Dead Sea, whidi is traded 
on Israel’s Karam index of 
small cap stocks, issued a state- 
ment to the Tie! Avfv stock 
e.xchange. After the announce- 
ment trading in its shares and 
in its partners’ shares halted. 


Netanyahu says accord 
impossible on Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, in his first inter- 
view with the Palestinian 
press, predicted Sunday that 
Israel and the Palestinians 
would never reach agree- 
ment on the future of 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Netanyahu told AI 
Quds newspaper published 
in Arab East Jerusalem that 
he was in favour of "a 
Palestinian enti^ alongside 
the Jewish state" which 
would allow Palestinians to 
administeitheir own affairs 
“freely and with dignity”, 
but would leave Is^l in 
control of security matters. 

On the issue, of Jetusalem, 
which Israelis and Palestini- 


ans alike claim as their cap- 
ital. Mr. Netanyahu insist^ 
'^ere is no chance of 
reaching an agreement with 
the Palestinian (National) 
Authority on the definitive 
status of Jerusalem.” 

“It appears that this is one 
of the issues which simply 
cannot be resolved,” he 
said. 

It was the first time Mr. 
Netanyahu suggested a 
solotion on Jerusalem was 
not possible, and it brought 
swift reaction frrom the 
Palestinians. 

“It is very unfortunate that 
in his first address to the 
Palestinians that be would 
speak the way be sftoke and 
tell the Palestinians in effect 
±at we no longer have 


peace process,” said Saeb 
Erakat, a member of the 
Palestinian self-rule cabi- 
net 

Mr. Eiakat said die state- 
ment on Jerusalem undercut 
Israel’s pledge to discuss 
tilt future of the in final 
status talks which have been 
suspended since die new 
government came to power 
after the May 29 elections. 

The Palestinians hope to 
malm Arab East Jerusalem, 
which Israel seized during 
the 1967 Arab-Israeli war 
and later “annexed*', the 
capital of an independent 
Palestinian state. Mr. 
Netanyahu insists that all 

(Continued on 7) 


Kahalani: Hebron move ‘very near’ 

Fateh decides on ‘concrete steps’ to counter 
Israel’s settlement plans in Cairo meeting 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Ageocies) — Israeli Inter- 
nal Security Mfinister 
Avi<*dor Kahalani said Sun- 
day* that Israel would go 
ahead with its partial with- 
drawal from Hebron in the 
“very, very near” future. 

“The rSeployment from 
Hebron is very, very near,” 
Mr. Kahalani saiddunnga 
visit to a settlement just 
east of Jerusalem. 

Mr. Kahalani did not 
elaborate or provide a date 
for the pullout 

After a series of suiade 
bombings, Israel delayed a 
March redeployment m 
Hebron, the only West 
Bank city wiffi a Jewish 
settler population. 

‘T think that what we are 


trying to do is to try to see 
bow we can wi&draw jfrom 
this area and to keep the 
security in our hands. This 
is the only problem tiiat we 
have," Mr. l^alanisaid. 

Palestinians see an Israeli 
troop redeployment in 
Hebron, the last major 
Palestinian West Bank city 
still under Israeli control, 
as a litmus test for the 
peace imxress. They have 
rejected lenegodating an 
agreement on Hebron 
reached with the previous 
government 

An Israeli political source 
said on Friday Defence 
Minister Yitzhak 

Mordechai’s goal was “to 
finalise the redeployment in 
about a month from now." 


Prime Minister Benyainin 
Netanyahu, who took office 
in June at the head of a 
right-wing government, has 
not yet con&med his will- 
ingness to foUow through 
with the redeployment frm 
Hebron. 

Isael and the Palestinian 
National Authority on Sun- 
day sent a joint letter to 
Norway authorising a one- 
month extension m a 30- 
member observer group in 
Hebron, giving bc^ sides 
time to prepare for a lede- 
ploymeuL 

The letter also authorised 
Norw^ CO seek an expan- 
sion of the force to include 
observers from Australia, 

(Confinued on page 7) 


Cyprus 
rally turns 
violent 

DHERINIA (Agencies) — 
A Greek Cypdot man was 
killed and 15 people were 
wounded in clashes with 
Unkish Cypriots on Sun- 
day across the ceasefire 
liiie tiiat has divided die 
island since Tutisey invad- 
ed the north in 1974. 

Dozens of UJ«1. peace- 
keepers formed a human 
chain and tried to separate 
the two sides in a barren 
stretch of tbe buffer zone 
50 kilometies southeast of 
Nicosia. 

But the protesters tluew 
stone.s and fired slingshots 
and guns at one another 
after about 200 Greek 
Cypriots and 500 Thikish 
Q^ots poured into the 
UJN.-patroUed “green line” 
dividing the island. 

A Greek Cy^ot protest- 
er trapped in barbed wire 
was beaten to death by 
rival demonstrators with an 
iron bar, sticks and stones, 
television pictures showed. 
Hospital workers said Ihs- 
sos Isaac, 24, died of head 
injuries. 

At least 12 other Greek 
Cypriots were injured, five 
of them by gunshot 
wounds, in the Dherinia 
clashes near the deserted 
coastal resort of Famagus- 
ta. 

The Turkish Cypriot 
news agency TAK said 12 
people on the Thrirish 
uorfoem side were also 
injured, including five 
policemen, but none (ff 
them was in serious condi- 
tion. 

In nearby Akhha, also in 
the buffer zone, another 
three people were wound- 
ed by rubber bullets, two of 
them policemen for tte 
British militaiy base in the 

(Continued on page 3) 



His Modesty Kli^ Hussein with Saudi Arabia's King Fahd in Jeddah on Sunday 
(Petra wirephoto) 

Kabariti to announce decision on 
bread price soon after Saudi visit 

'Government will not accept compromise over basic goal 
of removing subsidies as part of economic restructuring' 


By P.V.Vivekanand 
Jordm Times Ste^ Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti is 
expired to announce a 
deasion on increasiag the 
price-of bread soon after bis 
return from Saudi Arabia 
and the decision will entail 
no compromise over the 
basic go^ of removing sub- 
sidies as part of the King- 
dom’s economic restructur- 
ing programme, an 
infonned source said Sun- 
day. 

“The prime minister is 
determined to meet the 
basic requirement of eco- 
nomic restructuring and he 
will announce bis decision 
as soon as be comes back 
frx)m Saudi Arabia,” said 
the source. 'There will be 
no compromise over the 
issue of removing subsi- 
dies," added the source, 
who did not want to be 
identified. 

“As far as the prime min- 
ister is concern^ it is an 
executive decision withio 
the coQstimtional and legal 
jurisdiction of the govern- 
ment, and Parliament can 
exercise its options within 
the same firamework,” 
added the source. 

“But there will be no 
mote debates and protract- 
ed deliberations over the 
issue,” and Paiiiament 


“cannot have a share in the 
executive decision-mak- 
ing.” 

The source was speaking 
one day after Mr. Kabariti 
and a special committee of 
tile Lower House of Parlia- 
ment failed to reach agree- 
ment on the proposed 
increase in the price of 
bread to reflect the mount- 
ing international price of 
wheat and avert a widened 
deficit in the Kingdom's 
fiscal budget 

Saturday’s meeting 
crowned two months of 
deliberations between the 
government and the legisla- 
tive authority over the 
issue, and, according to the 
source, the prime minister 
was exasperated over the 
deputies' non-acceptance of 
the principle of removing 
subsidies. 

The deputies proposed a 
45 fils to 65 fils per kilo- 
gramme increase in the 
price of bread (from the 
present 85 fils per kilo) 
with cash compensation to 
be paid to tiie poor who 
wottid be hit by Ae hike at 
a rate of JD 1.28 per month 
for every Jordanian. But the 
prime minister insisted on a 
9S-ffis increase that would 
effectively remove all sub- 
sidies for bread while 
accepting the cash compen- 
sation arrangement, which • 
the government had origi- 


nally proposed. 

The source noted that the 
130-150 fils price proposed 
by the House committee 
would still entail that the 
government continue to 
subsidise the bread and thus 
Saturday’s deadlock 
between the prime minister 
and the panel. 

Accormng to sources 
close to Mr. Kabariti, the 
prime minister “respects 
foe full authority and pre- 
rogatives of Parliament, 
but, at the same time, be is 
confronting foe House over 
foe issue of subsidies since 
it has a direct relation to 
national interests.” 

“The prime minister 
wants to ensure that foe 
subsidy for bread is 
removed once and for all," 
said foe source. “He will 
not accept anything less 
than ihaL" 

“Parliament, which is free 
to challenge foe govern- 
ment, can of course follow 
its own course,” added the 
source, noting that Mr. 
Kabariti himself had 
offered to face a no-confi- 
dence vote in foe Lower 
House over the issue. 
Parliamentary sources said 
the Lower House commit- 
tee intended to place its 
proposals to the frill House 
and seek a vote on them as 

(Continued on page 3) 


Ethiopia announces end to 
offensive against Somali group 


ADDIS ABABA (Agen- 
cies) — Ethiopia has said it 
had ended a two-day mili- 
tary offence into neigh- 
bouring Somalia intended 
to hit at Muslim ftindamen- 
talists blamed for violence 
in Ethiopia. 

The Addis Ababa govern- 
ment said it might take ftir- 
ther action against what it 
called a “multinational ter- 
rorist group" operating 
Somalia. 

In its first comment on 
foe incursion, Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement 
late on Saturday night foat 
military forces had hit tar- 
gets in Somalia on Thurs- 
day and Friday. 

“The limited counter- 
offensive aimed essentially 
at destre^g the bases and 
sanctuaries of the multina- 
fional terrorist group was 
fully successfril," the min- 
istry said. 

The statement did not 
give details Of the (Opera- 
tion or Ethiopian casual- 
ties. 


The Muslim fundamen- 
talist AI Ittihad A] Island 
(^lamic Union) movement 
said Ethiopian forces had 
seized three towns in west- 
ern Somalia during foe 
operation. 

A] Ittihad spokesman 
Khalif Mohammad said in 
foe Somali capital 
Mogadishu that the 
Ethiopians had later with- 
drawn from Belet-Hawa 
and DoUow and Ittihad 
fighters bad regained con- 
trol of Luq town after 
heavy battles. 

He told reporters on Sat- 
urday foat AI Ittihad milid- 
amen killed at least 150 
Ethiopian soldiers, 
destroyed a T-54 tank, 
down^ a helicopter gun- 
ship, and seized six 
Eiltiopian army vehicles, 
but there was no indepen- 
dent confirmation of dus. 

Aid officials based in the 
nonheastem Kenyan bor- 
der town of Mandera said 
staff visited Belet-Hawa on 
Saturday and saw foe bod- 


ies of 18 AI Ittibad fighters 
in foe police station. 

The three towns ore in foe 
Gedo region. Luq is 60 
kilometres south of foe 
Ethiopian border while 
DoIIow is 40 kilometres to 
foe southeast 

The Ethiopian incursion, 
supported by the Somali 
National Front since Thurs- 
day, was apparently 
revenge for recent attacks, 
including a bomb blast at a 
hotel in foe Ethiopian capi- 
tal on Aug, 4 and foe 
attempted assassination of 
an Ethiopian government 
minister on July 8. 

Foreign aid wotkers 
evacuated from Luq by air 
to Nairobi said foey saw 
Ethiopian helicopter gun- 
ships and heavy artiUeiy 
pounding foe area on Fri- 
day. 

Aid officials speaking by 
telephone from foe north- 
eastern Kenyan town of 
Mandera, one Idlometre 

(Ctmtiimed oki page 3) 
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Rabin assasin ‘fan club’ 


triggers uproar in Israel 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Outraged Israeli officials 
called Sunday for an inves- 
tigation into a fan club set 
up by three teenage girls for 
Yigal Amir, convicted 
assassin of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

“This is sickening, " Pres- 
ident Ezer Weizman said in 
a statement issued Sunday 
after the three 17-year-oId 
hi^ school students 
appeared on Israeli Teievi- 
sion Friday night to talk 
about their fascination with 
Amir. 

‘"We must absolutely get 
to the root of this phenome- 
na and investigate what is 
going on in their school.” a 
conservative religious insti- 
nidon in Kiiyat Gat south 
of Tel Aviv. Mr. Weizman 
said. 

The girls told the televi- 
sion interviewer how they 
collected photos of the 
imprisoned Amir. 25, wrote 
him love letters and attend- 
ed his court appearances. 

Mr. Amir, a right-wing 
Jewish radical, opposed to 
the late Prime Minister 
Rabin’s policy of granting 
autonomy to ^estmians in 
the occupied territories, 
shot and killed the prime 
minister following an out- 
door pro-peace rally on 
Nov. 4. 

He was immediately 
arrested, confessed to the 
crime and was sentenced to 
life in prison earlier this 
year. 

“Yigal Amir is our hero 
because be saved the nation 
by daring to do what had to 
be done,” said one of the 
three girls, whose fiiU iden- 
tities were not given. 

“The real murderer was 
Rabin, as because of his 
policies Israelis were killed 
ID attacks," ad«ied a second. 

“1 went to his trial and it 
was Am. He smiled at me. I 
love him," said another. 
“He's smart, be*s hand- 
some, he's everything," she 
said. 

Mr. Rabin's widow Leah 
reacted angrily, saying the. 
three young women were 


representadve of a “fanadc 
rehgious and anti-democra- 
ric milieu which is not a 
maiginal segment of Israeli 
society." 

‘The problem is that 
these mindless giris are not 
the only ones to admire the 
murderer," she said in a 
radio interview. "The fact 
that they dared speak out on 
television shows that they 
know that a lot of people 
feel this assassination was 
justified." she said. 

In their television inier- 
vLew, the three girls 
claimed that the teachers at 
their religious school were 
not critical of the Rabin 


assassination. 

Officials at the 800-stu- 
dent school, which is linked 
to ±e National Religious 
Party of Education Minister 
Zevulun Hammer, immedi- 
ately denied that any teach- 
ers had shown sympa±y 
for Amir’s actions. 

Rachel Buhbut, head- 
mistress of the school, said: 
‘it’s really a few isolated 
gi^." 

Mr. Hammer, whose 
polidcal movement runs 
religious schools for some 
250.000 students, joined 
Mr. Weizman and other 
ministers in the right-wing 
government of Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
in calling for an investiga- 
tion into whether teachers 
‘Half encouraged the Amir 
groupies. 

“I am very upset and wor- 
ried by this." Mr. Hammer 
told Israel Radio, ‘it is nec- 
essary to take a serious look 
at what happened in (the 
girls') school, but it would 
be premature to draw any 
general conclusions about 
our-education system from 
this incident." he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who in 
May defeated Rabin's suc- 
cessor Shimon Peres, said 
in a statement on Sunday: 
“The prime minister views 
this as a very serious phe- 
nomenon wuch has to be 
uprooted immediately.” 

Two of the three girls who 
qipeated on television are 


from the Kiryat Gat school 
and the thiid is from a near- 
by community. 

Amir's mother. Geula, 
told the Yediot Ahronoi 
newspaper that "Yig^ has 
lots of fans." She said the 
family receives many let- 
ters for Vigal from “older 
and younger women, secu- 
lar women who express 
their support for Yigal's 
act." 

During the television 
interview the girls dis- 
played scrapbooks with 
Amir ’s pictures and wrote 
to him in jail. 

“What a smile — a sweet 
smile, really attractive," 
one of the youngsters, her 
face hidden by a hat told a 
television interviewer. 
“People get so upset It kills 
them inside how a man like 
him could smile, the nerve 
he has sfier whai he did." 

Rabin’s son Yiival blamed 
the religious education sys- 
tem and instimtions and 
said Israel had learned 
nothing fiom bis father’s 
death. 

“It's not possible to brush 
away diese things by saying 
that there is only one rotten 
ai^le'(fof if we do) we will 
all be guilty of the next 
murder," Yiival Rabin told 
the daily Maariv. 

On Saturday, peace 
activists held a candlelight 
vigil outside the school in 
memory of the late premier. 
ITie daily Maariv re^rted a 
few dozen counter-demon- 
strators shouted death 
threats against Sfaulamit 
Aloni, a peace activist and 
former communications 


mmister. 

Police spokesman Eric 
Bar Oien said police have 
no plans to investigate the 
fan dub. 

On Saturday night police 
found a dummy bomb out- 
side the Amir family home 
near Tel Aviv. Israel's Itim 
News Agency said it was a 
botde connected to Wires 
with a picture of Rabin 
inside. It said ibe family 
linked the scare to the tele- 


vision programme. 


Fowler named U.S. envoy to S. Arabia 


JACKSON HOLE. 
WYOMING (API — For- 
mer Georgia Senator 
Wyche Fowler was ofB- 
cidly named Saturday as 
the U.S. ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia, the White 
House said. 

Senator Fowler's name 
was submitted as a “recess 
appointment" to the U.S. 
Senate on June 10 for con- 
firmation. but since it 
failed to act. the White 
House proceeded with his 
appointment, it stud in a 
statement in this Wyoming 
town where President Bill 
Clinton is vacationing. 

A recess appointee is one 
named while Congress is in 
recess. 

“President Clinton's 
dedsion to name Mr. 
Fowler to a recess appoint- 
ment is a reflection of the 
importance the president 
attaches to maintaiiung the 
closest possible coopera- 
tion with Saudi Arabia at a 


time of particular impor- 
tance in U.S.-Saudi rela- 
tions and in the Middle 
East generally." the White 
House said. 

Those relations became 
noticeably more tense after 
a June 25 truck-bomb 
attack on an air base near 
Dhahran that left 19 U.S. 
military meo dead, and a 
November car-bombing 
attack in Riyadh that killed 
fve Americans and two ■ 
others. 

According to U.S. gov- 
ernment leaks, the United 
States has criticised Saudi 
authorities for not fully 
cooperating with the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (FBI) in the Riyadh 
attack. 

Four people were execut- 
ed in connection with the 
bombing in May, but the 
FBI was not allowed to 
question them. 

Defence Secretory 
William Peny travelled to 


the western Saudi city of 
Jeddah in late July where 
he wrapped up a an agree- 
ment on a base in the west- 
ern desert. 80 kilometres 
south of Riyadh, for the 
4,000 U.S. troops currently 
in more exposed housing in 
Dhahran and the Saudi 
capital. 

There are currently 6,200 
U.S. troops in Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

Sen. Fowler. 55, will 
replace Ambassador Ray- 
mond Mabus. 

Bom in Atlanta. Georgia, 
the new ambassador spent 
16 years in Congress. He 
was rirst elected to the 
House of Representatives 
in 1976. and then was 
elected to the Senate in 
1986. He lost his seat to a 
Reimblican in 1992. 

Like Ambassador Mabus, 
Sen. Fowler is close to 
President Clinton and is 
believed to have consistent 
access to him. 


CYPRIOT PROTEST: A mob of Turktsb civilians beat Greek Cypriot protestor Tassos Isaac, a restaurant 
owner, Sunday at the ceasefire line U>at has divided the Island since Ibrkey invaded the north in 1974. Issac 
was killed and 41 people were woonded in clashes vrith Ibrkish Cypriots after about 200 Greek bikers defied an 
order to cancel a protest rally against 'Hirkey's occupation of the north and entered a U.N. buffer zone where 
they started fires (see page 1 story) (Reuters photo) 


Hekmatyar sorry over 
destruction of Kabul 


KABUL (AFP) — 
Afghanistan's new Prime 
Minister Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar spoke on Sunday for 
the first time of his sorrow 
of returning to Kabul to find 
the ODce-grand capital in 
tattered ruins. 

Mr. Hekmatyar was an 
opposition leader whose 
troops once pounded the 
city with shells and rockets 
until six years ago. .He 
pledged to resign if he 
could not secure peace and 
arrange Afghanistan's first 
democratic elections during 
his tenure. 

' “I was aware of the situa- 
'tion .(ih‘ Kabul)*' before T 
returned here for the* first 
time in 21 years, but of 
course it was veiy sad to see 
our capital in ruins,” Mr 
Hekmatyar said in an inter- 
view with AFP. 

“It is a matter of regret to 
myself and all Afghans to 
see their capital Ute this as 
we had ho^d that at least 
Kabul would be safe, 
although large portions of 
the ' country were 
destroyed." he added. 

“Unfortunately. I. see that 
our enemies did not let 
Kabul be safe." the fotmer 
(^position leader said of the 
city of which 70 to 80 per 
cent has been destroyed in 
four years of bitter ci'vil 
war. 

Mr. Hekmatyar, who 
became premier in June 
under a landmark deal 
between his Hezb-e-Islami 
group and ±e govennnent 
of President Burhaouddin 
Rabbani, is serving his sec- 
ond term as head of govera- 
menL He was Mr. Rab- 
bani 's prime minister for 
nine months in 1 993. before 
he teamed up with northern 
warlord (jeneral Abdul 
Rashid Dosmm to launch a 
bloody coup attempt on the 
Rabbani govemraenL 


htmically, Nb. Hekmat- 
yar's troops were responsi- 
ble fra* a large pm of 
Kabul's destruction during 
the six months of fighting 
that followed the coup, 
which witnessed thousand 
of civilrans killed in intense 
rocket barrages on the city, 
analysts said 

The premier said he was 
pleasantly surprised at the 
warmth with which the peo- 
ple of die embattled capital 
greeted him when he 
returned m the city as prime 
minister for the first tinr>g 
since 1975. 

‘The welcome .^corded 
to me by the peti^rte was 
by me (^pdcial- 
ly under the hardship tOiicU- 
tions of fighting and rocket- 
ing of he said. “I 

was very pleased,*’ he reit- 
erated 

Mok than 64 civilians 
were lolled on the day Mr, 
Hekmatyar drove into 
Kabul in an intense barrage 
by the Taleban militia who 
are besieging Kabul fiom 
the same bases Mr. Hek- 
matyar once held around 
the city, officials said. 

Mr. Hekmatyar said that 
his current goal was to 
rebuild the shattered capi- 
tal, restore its services and 
amenities, and improve the 
lives of its impoverished 
and war-weary population. 

“There is no doubt diat I 
have taken office at a very 
difficult time and that I 
have a difficult job to do." 
he said. “But I am hopeful 
drat in the fiiuire these prob- 
lems we face can be solved 
one after the other." 

His priorities include 
attracting other opposition 
parties into the interim 
coalitirai government, halt- 
ing rocket attacks on Kabul, 
improving the fives of Kab- 
ulis. and fitting poverty, 
he said 


Algeria cafe bombs may 


have come from Libya 


ALGIERS (AFP) — The bombs used in last week's attacks 
on cafes in Algiers contained plastic explosives that may 
have entered the country from Libya, the daily Al Watan 
reported Sunday. 

‘This powerful explosive could only have entered by sea 
or by road, by crossing the land bonier with Libya." the 
paper said. The paper feared that more of the material was 
stashed away in the Algerian capital, most likely in the old 
Kasbah area, which it said “offers the best security condi- 
tions for armed groups." 

The attacks have been anributed to armed groups target- 
ing public places as part of a campaign to unseat the gov- 
ernment. which four years ago annulled elections that the' 
now-banned Islamic Salvation Front was proposed to win. 

Al Watan said armed groups had intimidated residents of 
the Kasbah “through a series of exterminations of entire 
families." 

The paper.added that police conducted a sweep overnight 
Friday and picked up several young people suspected of 
b'£/ldn'gibg to a ‘logistics network." 

•‘Ttifc'tiberte daily reported Saturday that a “huge sweep" 
took place last week in the Kasbah and that several people 
suspected of being pan of a “support network" had been 
arrested. 


Thousands rally in support 
of Somali Islamic courts 


MOGADISHU (AFP) - 
Thousands of Somalis 
poured into the streets of 
north Mogadishu on Sunday 
to demonstrate in support of 
continuation of Islamic 
courts that were established 
in the northern half of the' 
capital two years ago. 

During the deraonsiraiions. 
the largest ever seen in this 
part of the ci^. jubilant sup- 
porters of Sh^a law and its 
courts carried the chairman 
of the Islamic courts. Sheikh 
Ali Sheikh Mohamud, shoul- 
der-high along the streets up 
to Benadir Stadium where he 
later addressed them. 

On arrival at the stadium, 
the demonstrators presented 
Sheikh Ali with a copy of the 
Holy Koran and implored 
him to continue his efforts to 
strengthen the implementa- 
tion of Sharia laws in the part 
of the city. comrolJed by war- 


lord and self-styled Somali 
interim President Ali Mabdi 
Mohammad's Somali Salva- 
tion Alliance (SSA). 

The southern part of ih^ 
city is controlled the Unit 
Somali Congress/Somf 
National Allis 

(USC7SNA) faction n«i 
coniroUed by Hi 

Mohammad Aideed. son 
General Mohanunad Fc 
.'\ideed. who died here oi’ 
Aug. 1 from gunshot wounds' 
he received on July 25 in 
fighting in the south 
Mogadishu's Medina districL 

Addressing the demonstra- 
tors. Sheikh Ali said that 
5.533 cases had reached the 
supreme Islamic courts of 
north Mogadishu, of which 
4.980 cases were end with 
penalties ranging from whip- 
ping. chopping off hands and 
legs and stoning to death. 


Books on 
;hiites * 
;eized in 


'gypt 


fuRO (Agencies) - Police 
jave confi^ted five books 
.fit3m two Cairo book shops 
' and twice interrogated ^ 
>p\i^r-of the stores, a mtyor 
' publisher in the Arab Woiid. 
^■The case was reported Sun- 
ih the government week- 
Al Youssef. and con- 
^firined by the publisher. 
;.^ohammad MadbouH. 

' •Police had no immediate 
comment despite telephone 
queries and a request for 
information taxed to them. 
.;h^. Madbouli said the 
police presented him with no 
court order, despite pledges 
by President Hosni Mubai^ 
at a book fair earlier this year 
that no book would be 
banned without court autho- 


risation. 

' All of the books seized 
were about the Shiite sect of 
■. Istani, which split from the 
'rnainstream Sunni sect short- 
ly.'! after the deadi of the 
.^phet Mohammed in the 
7di ^ntuiy. Shiites number 
about 25 per cent of the 
worid's one billion Muslims, 
but there are few in Egypt, 
which is dominated by Sun- 


nis. 


Mr. Madbouli said he was 
forced to sign a pledge not to 
sell the books any more in 
any of his several bookstores 
in EgypL He said that he was 
call^ in twice by police and 
questioned for 22 hours over 
two days. 

He said he did not feel it 
w^ his job as a publisher or 
bookseller to act as a censor. 

T am only a publisher. I 
don't make a personal judge- 
ment on what should a writer 
-or an author should write or 
not." be told the Associated 
Press. \ 

Policy came to Mr. Mad- 
bouli-sTmain shop in down- 
u>^ (2aux> last Monday and 
demanded copies .of six 
b^ks. the pubiisber said. He 
smd one boc^ was sold out. 
but police searched the store 
and confiscated all copies of 
the other five volumes. Later, 
be said, they went to another 
his sbof» and seized the 
five titles. 

{Hiree of the books by 
g^dan author Saleh Al 
'aidani deal with Shiite his- 
ry and theology, and one of 
lem. ‘iShiites in Egypt," is 
>ui the persecution of the 
in Egypt over centuries, 
other titles, 'The Shi- 
Twelvets," and “The 
tar of Shiites." were 
from English. - 
the volumes seized 
available for years 
t. and Mr. Mocflxmli 
'did not know why 
ere suddenly confis- 
Despite President 
arak's statement that 
j^ks could not be confiscat- 
‘ ’ without a court order, 
lice have recently seized 
ler books from shops with- 
jUi presenting court papers. 

month a book on psy- 
•choanalysis of Ts tam 's 
prophets was taken from 


stores on police order, spark- 


ig protests from Egyptian 
ipellectuals and human 
'^^ts groups. 




JORDAN TELEVISION 19:29 Maghreb 

Tel. 773111-19 20:54 ‘Isha 

PROGRAMME TWO 

CHURCHES 

15:05 Adventure On The Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 

Rainbow Pood Sweifiefa, Tel. 810740 

15:30 Richie Rich Assemblies of God Church Tei. 

16:00 Playabout 632785. 

16:10 Gillette World Sport St Josqph Churefa Tbl. 624590 

16:25 Hey Dad Church of Ae AnnunicatioD 

17:00 Sciences Cartoon TeL 637440. 

17:15 La Vie Devant Moi De la Salle Cboieh TeL 661757. 

17:30 Game Show — Terra Saocta Church Td. 622366 

Pyramide Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 

18:00 Magazine — La Armenian Catholic Church TeL 

Marche Ou Siecie/Pait Two 771331. 

19:00 Le Journal Armemsui Orthodox Qmiefa 

19:15 Magazine — CinqSur Tel. 775261. 

Cinq StEphraimObiDdiTeL 771751. 

19:30 News Headlines Amman International Church 

19:35 The Hypnotic World of Tel. 652526 

Paul McKenna Evangdical Lutheran Cbuicfa 

20:00 Milner Fenwitck Tel. 824328. 

20:15 Matlock GenmuKpealdi^ Evai^elical 

21:10 ..Red Anows Over America Congregation Tel. 845457 

22:00 News in English The Latter-Day Saints Tei. 

22:25 Ihe Bold and the Beautiful 654932. 

23:10 Mancuso Chiifdi of Nazarene Ibl. 

675691. 

PRAYER TIMES Ttie Evangelical Local Church 

04:27 Fajr inAmmanTeL 811295 

05:53 (Sunrise) Duha English-speaking 

12:41 Dbuhr Latin Ditludics Paridi TeL 

16:21 ‘Asr ' 614190. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology. 
Nonnal summer weather con- 
ditions will prevail with tem- 
peratures slightly above aver- 
age and winds northwesterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
be northerly mc^erate and seas 
calm. 

MinTMax. temp. 

Amman 21/34 

Aqaba 27/41 

D^rts 19/37 

Jordan Valley .25/40 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 33. Aqaba 39 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 37 per 
cent. Aqaba 40 per cent. 


Ferdows pharmacy .. 
Al Asema pharmacy. 
Nairoukh pharmacy 
Al Salara pharmacy.. 
l(hooab phannacy 

Shmeisani pharmacy 
Nairoukh phannacy 

Najib phannacv 

IRBID; 

1^ MazirAbuBalv 


..778336 

637055 

.623672 

.636730 

-.644945 

.637660 


787J11 


Tclepbcm informaiioR (directory 

assistance) —>..121 

Overseas Calls .010230 


Al Quds pharmacy..... 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Hafez Salfiti 

Khalifeh phannacy .. 


Genual Amman Telephone 

Reparis..-,- 623101 

Abdoli TeL Repairs 661 101 

S47632 Jordan Tekvaon ......;-...„773 1 1 1 

Rsdio Jordan -..774111 

Wa^ Author!^ 680100 

J. Electricity Aulbori^ ...8 15615 

Electric Po^Ca .636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Qieen Alia Inti. Aiiport 08-33200 


276852 


.914144 

985417 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. hsam Al Asmar ...890504 
Dr. Khaldoun Kloub ..816715 
Dr. Osamah Al Hussmni 
$47289 

Dr. Nidal As'ad 751672 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 

QvQ Ddbioe Depodmeat ,....;6611 1 ] 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

- 630341 

Civil Defence Emeigency ,....199 
Resale Hdice..l92.6Z1111.637777 

Rre Brigade -.617101 

Blood Bank, .775121 

Highway Police. 843402 

Traffic Police..,.., '-...896390 

Public Security DepL........ 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints .661176 

Amman Municipali^ Complaint 


HOSPITAL 


AMMAN: 

Hussdn Medkal Gertie 813813/32 

KhaUdi Matemi^. 644281/6 

Akileh Mtuonity.- .612441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity ...64Z36i2 

Malhas, J. Amman .636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani .........607071 

Shmdsaai Hospital 669131 

Uoiveri^ Hospital 

...-...-845845 

AI-Muasber Hospital ..-667227/9 
The Islamic, Ahdaii —666126/37 

Al-AhlLAbdall --664164/6 

Italian. Ai-Muhajreen —777101/3 


Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marka 8916U/1S 

Queen Alia Hospital -.602240/50 

AmaJ Hospital 674155 

The Arab Cemre for Heart and 

Special Surgery B65199 

ZARQA; 

Zaiqa Govl Hospital 

.(09)983323 

Zarqa NaiioDal Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

- - (09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

- (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

....- - (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

- - 1021247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian iRJ) Flighfs 

08:15 Sanaa I RJ) 

09;00 Damascus (RJ) 

09:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

10:10 ..Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10520 Beirut (RJ) 

10:30 New Delhi (RJ) 

15:00 London ('RJ) 

17:20 Cairo I'RJ) 

17:45 New York. Amsterdam 
(RIj 

10:00 Bangkok (RJj 

20:25 Rhodes (add) (RJ) 

22:00 Singapore. Kuala 

Lumpur (add) (RJ) 

-5:25 Casablanca (RJ) 

04:10 ..Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur 
(RJ) 

Other Flights 

ll:**® Khanoum iSD) 

13:40 Shariqah. Bahrain (GF) 

1"^‘50 Kiev (6U) 

15:00 Vienna lOS) 

18:30 Athens, Istanbul (Q7) 

20'.3S Cairo (MSV- 

20:55 ....Paris. Damascus (AF) ; 

2L10 Beirut (ME) 

Tel Aviv (LV) 

^•50 Athens. Beirut (OA) 

®L20 Am.sterdam (KL) 

.-.London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW ) Flights. 


Aqaba (RW) 

: IKPARTURES 

Roy^ Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:35 '..:...,. Beirut (RJ) 

1^00 Casablanca (RJ) 

U;20 Amsterdam, Detroit 
(add) (RJ) 

1 2 : 30 ....Amsteidani. Chicago (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo (RJ) 

2-5-5 London (RJ) 

25:25 Frankfurt (RJ) 

l<*s00 Rhodes (add) (RJ) 

"*-■^5 Damascus (RJ) 

-li45 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

^2:15 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

22:30 Al ‘Ain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights' 

-i. Istanbul (TK) 

07:45 ... ..Beirut, London (BA) 
^••*5 '-i. Beirut (ME) 



^tle t’ree* 


.13:00 ... 




M JO Bt hrain Abu Dhabi <GF) 


15:30.. 
15:50.. 
19:30.. 
21:25 .. 
23:06 .. 


02:30 ...J 
04:00 


Khartoum (SD) 


Kiev (6U) 

Vienna (OS) 

Doha (Q7) 

Cairo (MS) 

Tel Aviv (LY) 


^:55....paniascus. Paris (AF) 


Amsterdam (KL) 

Beirut, Athens (OAV 
>gs (RW) Flights 
k. AqabTmW) 


-'•'C 
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Business groups oppose 
two-day weekend 


AMMAN (J.Tj — Two 
business associations 
Saturday blasted the idea 
of introducing a two-day 
weekend as impractical 
and potentially detrimen- 
tal to the economy. 

The Amman Chamber 
of Industry (ACI) issued 
a statement which said 
that the proposal was 
thoroughly discussed by 
the industrial sector and 
that the idea of a five-day 
work week would not 
boost production. 

The chamber added 
that the Jordanian econo- 
my is currently entering a 
stage which demands 
increased production and 
therefore more work- 
hours in order to aug- 
ment exports. 

“The Jordaruan econo- 
my has been laggins 
because of political 


developments. The 
day weekend, is bounijto 
funher complicate the 
economic situadon at a 
time when the countiy 
must produce high quali- 
ty products to compete 
with goods abroad in 
international markets." 
the ACI statement said. 

According to an earlier 
ACI statement, “a two- 
day weekend is a luxury 
which we can ilJ-aiford 
and for which we are not 
ready and can be realised 
only when the economy 
has reached advanced, 
stages as did Western 
nations following ■ the 
industrial revoludon." ; 

In Sunday's announce- ' 
ment the ACI said, 
"Jordan should follow- 
the example of Asian 
countries like Singapore 
and South Korea where 
workers have a one-day 
weekend and are occas- 
sionaTly called to work 


seven days a week to 
increase production." 

Also involved was the 
Jordanian Businessmen's 
Associadon (JBA) which 
issued its own statement 
Saturday saying that "‘the 
Jordanian public has 
adapted its lifestyle and 
social mores such as 
family relations, educa- 
tion, and other matters to 
the one-day weeked 
which is decades-old and 
modifying this system 
overnight would not be 
easy." 

"Indeed the introduc- 
tion of a two-day week- 
end might ultimately 
bring additional burdens 
which the public can 
hardly accommodate at 
the moment. Closing 
businesses for two days 
means cutting off 
Jordan's business con- 
nections with the outside 
world for three days if 
the country is to observe 
Thursday and Friday as 
the two-day weekend." 

The JBA statement 
continued saying "the 
two-day weekend would 
also harm the interests of 
working women who 
would be forced to stay 
away from their homes 
and children for longer 
hours and therefore could 
ultimately force them to 
quit their jobs. At the 
same time, a long week- 
end would result in an 
increase in both spending 
and consumption. It 
would adversely affect 
transportation schedules 
for families with children 
going to and from 
school.” 




PLAY 

* “Medea” (Arabic) at the Royal Cultural 
Centra at 8:00 p.m. 

WORLDNET DIALOGUE . 

* Worldnet dialogue via s^llite O" 

Business” at the Amencan Center, Abdoun (4.3U 

p.m- 5:30 p.m) Lg^URE 


By Samir Hi]Jawi 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Following 
Saturday's announcement 
of a price hike in dairy 
products, the Federation of 
Cattle Breeders voiced dis- 
satisfaction with the move 
saying that the increase still 
leaves no acceptable mar- 
gin of profit for the dairy 
farmer. 

The Ministry of Supply 
Saturday announced ds^ 
product price increases 
including that of milk from 
230 fils up to 27S fils per 
litre. It said that the hike 
was necessary to cover 
recent increases in the cost 
of animal feed. 

Chairman of the cattle 
breeders federation, Ahmad 
Budeiri, told the Jordan 


Times that federation mem- 
bers were dismayed by the 
new prices as they cover 
only production costs and 
leave no margin of profit 
for the farmers. 

"The new prices cover 
neither the input costs nor 
±e higher costs of catde,” 
Mr Budeiri said. 

‘To minimise further 
losses, we are forced to 
accept the new price." he 
addded. 

Mr. Budeiri said the farm- 
ers are prepared for a long 
battle with the Ministiy of 
Supply. 

He said ±e federation is 
demanding profit margin of 
25 fils per litre. He com- 
plained that with the pre- 
sent price hike, “we could 
have gained more by 
depositing our money in the 


bank.” 

But one dairy farmer told 
the Jordan Times that he 
found the new prices rea- 
sonable. 

Ibrahim Hassan Atiyeh, 
the owner of A1 Muruj 
dairies, said the the new 
dairy prices are suitable and 
that he is confident that rea- 
sonable profit margins can 
be gained 

According to Mr. Atiyeh. 
Jordan’s dairy farmers are 
generally satisfied with the 
set prices. 

"However, 1 believe die 
volume of sales will 
decrease as the new prices 
will scare away limited 
income groups." Mr. Atiyeh 


action against red tape 



Jordan, Sudan to discuss relations 

AMMAN tPETRA)— Mmistcr of lodustiy and Trade Ali Abul Ragbeb wiD chair JMdan’s side of 
the joint Jordanian-Sudanese conference which will be held at the end of dus month in Khartoum. 
The cbmmioee will discuss means of developing bilaiexal coopeisdoa particularly in trade and trans- 
poTtatioD fields. Jordan will be represented by both public and private sectors. 

Yemen contracts local institute 

AMMAN (PETRA) — ^Director of the Institute of Public Administratkm (IPA) Zubeir Ebyed Abu 
Baqar Sunday returned borne &om Sana’a with two contracts - the first ctmcerning the developinent 
of a legislation covering civil service and human resources and the second on e^^ltshipg cuirent 
files and records for civil servants in Yemen. 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Amman Mayor 

Mamdouh Abbadi has 
complained that certain 
mumcipal employees 
have been increasing, 
rather than cutting, 
bureaucracy and that 
some have even demon- 
strated misconduct in 
their dealings with the 
public. 

Dr. Abbadi said that he 
was personally receiving 
complaints and public 
grievances and taking 
appropriate disciplinary 
measures against such 
workers. 

The mayor, who was 
addressing a rally attend- 
ed by representatives of 
the Amman western dis- 
tricts of Tlaa AI Ali, 
Khalda and Um Al 
Summaq, added that the 
municipality has been 
exhorting a reduction of 
red tape and has urged his 
staff to serve and assist 
the public. 

He also lamented the 
vandalism to the public 
gardens around the city, 
and added that the munic- 
ipality would continue to 



Mamdouh Abbadi 

create public gardens 
with adequate facilities 
for children’s recreation. 

Dr. Abbadi said the 
municipality was putting 
final touches on drafi 
urban legislation noting 
that several ad hoc com- 
mittees have been meet- 
ing to prepare the new 
regulations dealing with 
construction in the capi- 
tal. He said he expects 
the new law to be enacted 
soon. 

The mayor listened to 


public compJaims and 
requests which included 
demands for widening 
streets, rodent extermina- 
tion, parking lots along 
the Wasfi Tell (Gardens) 
Street and speed limit 
enforcement along that 
street which has been the 
scene of road accidents 
on on almost daily basis. 

Complaints were uKso 
made about public cafes 
and night dubs dose to 
residential areas and 
which were said to be dis- 
turbing the peace, while 
others called for the cre- 
ation of more public gar- 
dens in the above-men- 
tioned districts. 

Dr. Abbadi replied that 
Wasfi Tell Street is in 
need of reorganisation 
that might give pedestri- 
ans more leeway. He 
promi "^d to introduce 
spec' nit measures and 
a. iiore cars to park 
on tl)c sides of tlie street 
in order to .stimulate com- 


Conservationists prepare to release endangered Nubian ibex 


By Tknya Habjonqa 

Specitd to the Jordan Times 

Amman — Rivers, wild 
animals, and waterfalls 
hide bel^d mountains and 
huge sandstones in a place 
tiiaC spears a mirage in Che 
desert, and yet Wadi 
Mujib, home to the Nubian 
ibex, is a reality. 

Wadi Mujib, located on 
the Dead Sea shore, 
extends along a varied 
landscape of 200^square- 
kilonietres. 

Hie ruins of four 
Ottoman castles are also 
enclosed here, such as 
Qasr Riyashi, located atop 
a rugged mountain where 
smooth, brown sandstone 
cliffs offer r^rieve from 
the heat. 

Lots ill-fated wife stands 
still, now a salty rock in the 
vague sh^ of the woman 
who once ‘looked back on 
the biblical cities of Sodom 
and Gomoira.” 

Fresh water from the 
Mujib and Hidan rivers 
support wild life and vege- 
tation. like the rare orchid 
Epipactis veratifolia. 

These rivers are the 
drinking water for all the 
nnimflls in the area, which 
include the endangered 
•Nubian Ibex, a stocky ani- 
mal similar to an ant^pe, 
which grazes on the vege- 
tation along the river. 


Wadi Mujib is one of tiie 
seven reserves of Jordan 
protected by the Royal 
Society for the 
Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN). 

Mujib is a special reserve 
for the ibex, providing 
what nature conservations 
describe as an excellent 
location for its needs, with 
its rugged cli^ and lush 
vegetation. 

Tne ibex were so severe- 
ly ^upted at one tim^ par- 
ticui^y during the 20's 
and 3as, that their num- 
bers dwindled until they 
were nearly extinct 

Now in this special 
reserve, their numbers are 
increasing, and this species 
has been given a second 
chance for survival. 

Early this • coming 
Octobtf. the ibex is expect- 
ed to be released from the 
enclosure to join its wild 
relatives and adapt to its 
nati^ environroenL 

Before this happ^, die 
RSCN is working to 
ensure the ibex’s safety 
through a public awareness 
programme. 

One method is education 
in the public schools in the 
surrounding villages of 
Sahila, Karak, and Ghdr 
Safi. 

The RSCN, a non-^v- 
ermne'Qtal organisation, 
has been sanctioned by the 


government ro guide hunt- 
ing laws in the country. 

The society’s main worry 
in releasing the ibex from 
its protected habitat is that 
some people wQ] ignore 
the strict laws against hunt- 
ing this still endangered 
animal . 

Therefeue, its awareness 
drive will also be directed 
at the media to explain the 
fragility of the plant and 
ani^ life of tiiese special 
parts of Jordan. 

"Mujib is important not 
only for the ibex, but for all 
plants and humans, as it 
completes the food chun 
and balance of nature," 
said Jelle Boef, a conserva- 
tion volunteer at the 
RSCN. 

“The RSCT*J is a volun- 
teer society, for the people 
and by the per^le,” added 
Selma Atie, he^ of public 
relations, who said that 
anyone with questions or 
interest in the oiganisation 
should contact the RSCN. 

She added any inter- 
ested schools should con- 
tact the RSCN for free 
information on how to set 
up conservation and youth 
clubs. 

According to RSCN offi- 
cials, the society plans to 
monitor the ib^ release 
experiment and determine 
its success. 



The Nubian ibex in their protected habitat at the Wadi Mujib Nature Reserve (photo 
courtesy of the Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature) 


Kabariti to announce decision on bread price CypTUS rally tumS violent 


(Continued from page 1) 

early as Wednesday. 

But it appeared Sunday 
that the prime minister 
could announce his execu- 
tive decision on Tuesday, 
shortly alter his return from 
Saudi Arabia, where he is 
accompanying Ifis Majesty 
King Hussein on an officii 
visit 

Opposition parties, led by 
the Islamic Action Front 
(TAF) party, have turned the 
dispute over subsidies into 


a political tug-of-war wi± 
the government 
Subsidies for bread, 
sugar, rice, poweided milk 
and fodder are expected to 
cost the treasury around JD 
200 million in 1996, and 
thus increasing the deficit 
in the fiscal budget 
An increased deficit will 
seriously andermiDe the 
progress that Jordan 
achieved in correcting bud- 
get imbalances; the deficit 
in 1989 was 24 per cent but 
has been brought down to 


four per cent (projected) in 
1996. 

Addressing the budget 
deficit is one of the pillars 
of the economic restructur- 
ing programme Jordan is 
implementing under the 
supervision of the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), and the pro- 
gramme's success is key to 
the Kingdom’s hopes of 
achieving self-reliance and 
regaining the international 
credibility it enjoyed before 
198$. 


Ethiopia announces end to offensive 




Of her newly 

Archaeology Center (Tel. 69668-) at o. Ju p.m. 

exhibitions 

* Abstract (plastic art by Hana Barto eiititM 
“BeW^n Past and Presenr at the Royal Cultural 

Centre, until Aug. 20. 

* “Science for Health” exhibition at the Bntish 
Council, until Aug. 17. 

* Abstract (plastic) art by 

Nader Sainaxah on Jerus^em^^^ unttiAug. 

Gallery, Umm Uilieina (Tel. unui 

15. 

* Graphic works by Eman Od^ at tlw I^oenix 
Ait^S^ (Tel 695^91), until Aug. 15. 


(Continued firom page 1) 

from Belet-Hawa and adjacent 
to the Ethiopian and &mali 
boitieis, said three bombs hit 
the area on Friday. 

Nairobi's Sunday national 
newspaper said a l^ayao sol- 
dier was killed and another 
wounded when Ediiopian heti- 
copteis pounded targets near 
Mandera cxi Friday ni^L A 
Kenyan civilian was hurt 
when a bomb landed near a 
feel station in the town, it 
added. 

SfinwlTa has bad no govern- 
ment and has been toon tqieit 
by war sip”^ the fall of late 
President Mohammad Siad 
Bane in 1991. 

Hghting between Muslim 


forces in western central 
Somalia and a Somali faction 
backed by Ethiopia continued 
on Saturday, Kenyan officials 
said. 

Morris Makfaanu, die 
govetrunent official in 
Kenya's eastern province, 
which borders Somalia and 
Eduopia, said the fighting had 
mov^ further inside Somalia. 

‘Tt is not as intense as it was 
yesterday,” Mr. Makhanu 
said, “but diey are still fitt- 
ing.” Mr: Makhanu Spoke to 
reporters in Mandera, where 
die bordeis of Eduopia, Kenya 
and Somalia converge. 

Al ltdbad Al Islam operates 
in the Ogaden region that 
straddles Etliic^a and 
Somalia. They arc also fight- 


itig membos of die Somali 
National Front, which sup- 
ported Siad Banc. 

Me Mal±anu said Kenyan 
troc^ sealed the bcxder to pre- 
vent an influx (^refugees from 
Somalia. 

A statement signed by seven 
men who identified them- 
selves as ddeis fiom Gedo. 
the Somali name for the region 
under dispute, said "the 
Ethiopians killed maiiy peo- 
ple" and lyqsealed to intema- 
tional aid agencies to send 
food and medicine m die dis- 
placed people. Al Ittihad Al 
Islam bias fought since 1992 
for the independence of the 
Ogaden area of Ethiopia 
which is inhabited by ed^c 
Somalis. 


(Continued form page 1) 

area, state television 
reported. 

‘My impression is that 
these were the worst inter- 
communal clashes since 
1974," said U.N. 
spokesman Waldemar 
RokoszewsJd. 

He said UN. peacekeep- 
ers tried but failed in their 
• efforts to keep rival 
demonstrators apart. 

‘The U.N. is stretched, 
with its tiny budget We 
tried to make human barri- 
ers." the spokesman smd. 

The protest started as a 
bid by thousands of Greek 
C^riot bikers to burst 
across the green line to 
protest the island's 22-year 
dvision. 

But the organisers called 
the action off at the last 
minute after appeals from 
Cypriot President Glafcos 
Gerides to avoid clashes. 

But angiy bikers vowed 
to defy the order. 

In Nicosia, hundreds of 
flag-waving and chanting 
demonstrators without 
tiieir motorbikes also broke 
through into the buffer 
zone to confront Turkish 
police and soldiers but 
turned back after a stand- 
off of more than one hour. 
‘T’m here to protest the 


division of my island’' said 
Aigyris Andreou. 31. a 
Greek Cypriot biker as he 
stood only a few metres 
from the Turkish Cypriot 
troops. ‘‘People outside 
must know what's happen- 
ing here." 

Pantelis Apostilides, who 
sat on a SOQcc moto Guzzi 
with a Greek flag draped 
on his back, added: *‘We 
are going to cross whatever 
happens, we will not give 
up.” 

The trek itself started , on 
Aug. 2 in Berlin, which' 
itself was once a divided 
capital. 

Some 120 European and 
Greek Cypriot bikers 
picked up other supporters 
en route, particularly in 
Greece and arrived 
Saturday to a hero's wel- 
come at the southern 
Cypriot port of Limassol. 

On Sunday, organisers 
expected their numbers to 
swell to 7,000. 

From Nicosia, they 
planned to break through 
security measures and 
drive to the coasi^ resort 
of Kyrenia in the^^otiiem 
breakaway Turkish 
Cypriot state. 

Kewspapers in the north 
reported that Tlirkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktasb ordered his 


troops to fire on any bikers 
who cross. 

The protesters initially 
planned to cross the U.N.- 
policed line into the north 
but the organisers told 
them the rally hod been 
cancelled following talks 
with Mr. derides. 

Mr. Clerides said he 
intervened to call off the 
rally in response to a mes- 
sage by U.N. Secretary' 

General Boutros Ghali. 

‘The Turkish Cypriot 
side took measures to give 
the impression that the 
conflict was between 

Greek Cypriots and 

Turkish Cypriots.. .The 

Turkish Cypriots organised 
a group...io clash with bik- 
ers to justify the presence 
of Turkish occupation 
troops in Cyprus.” Mr. 

Clerides said. 

Mr. Denktash visited the 
Turkish Cy'priot side where 
tension was reported high. 
He tried to calm the crowd 
and uiged them to disperse. 

"Our soidiera ore solid 
and upright at our borders, 
the necessary precautions 
have been taken. There is 
nothing to worry about I 
want you to disperse 
peacefully," Mr, Denktash 
said. 
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Worried Republicans set 
to greet Dole in San Diego 


SAN DIEGO (R.) — A wor- 
ried Republican Party was 
ready Sunday to cast off its 
fears and greet Bob Dole, 
the stumbling presidential 
candidate who surprised 
sceptics by picking a popu- 
lar party rigure for his run- 
ning mate. 

Sen. Dole and his vice 
presidential choice, former 
football quarterback Jack. 
Kemp, are set to arrive in 
this port city for the Repub- 
lican National Convention 
by boat with tens of thou- 
sands of party faithful lining 
up on the pier to welcome 
them. 

It will be a hero's entry for 
a candidate lagging behind 
President Bill Clinton by 20 
percentage points or more 
in most opinion polls. The 
event will also mark the 
start of a four-day lovefest 
that analysts see as Sen. 
Dole's best chance to turn 
the 1996 presidential con- 
test into a real horse race. 

In a warmup for what 
Republicans hope will be an 
optimistic, positive conven- 
tion, the throng of journal- 
ists who have converged on 
San Diego were entertained 
with a huge firewoiics dis- 
play over the harbour Sa- 
turday oighL ending with 
patriotic music. 


7116 Republicans hope a 
successhil convendon will 
convince Americans, many 
of whom are turned off by 
the party and its often lack- 
luster candidate, to take a 
second look at the former 
World War II hero who has 
tried for 16 years to become 
president. 

As the convention pre- 
pared to open, a new Wa- 
shington Post poll showed 
Sen. Dole had cut Mr. Clin- 
ton's lead to 10 points, the 
narrowest margin in 
months. 

“Forget the polls. The 
polls will eventually take 
care of.themselves. What is 
important is that we now 
have the right message and 
the right messengers," an 
admiring Steve Forbes, one 
of the candidates defeated 
by Sen. Dole in the grueling 
Republican Party primaries, 
said. 

The millionaire publisher 
was one of many Republi- 
cans who felt eneigerised by 
Sen. Dole's choice of Mr. 
Kemp, a conservative Re- 
publican in the Ronald Rea- 
mode. 

But 1^. Forbes, a close 
friend of Mr. Kemp's, was 
also enthusiastic about Sen. 
Dole's shift to a pro-growth 
economic policy that calls 


for a IS per cent tax cut 
spread over three years. 
“We flow have a programme 
to win,” he said. 

Also taking heart was pro- 
minent party conservative 
Bill Kristol. who said the 
choice of Nfr. Kempt “takes 
the Dole campaign off the 
critical Ust.” 

Within Republican ranks, 
the discordant notes came 
mainly from diehard Pat 
Buchanan, the right-wing 
ideologue who refuses to 
endorse Sen. Dole. Mr. Bu- 
chanan, denied the promi- 
nent speaking slot he sought 
at the convention, was set 
Sunday to hold his own 
alternative Republican rally 
in San Diego. 

Sen. Dole called Mr. 
Kemp an “American origi- 
nal" as he introduced him to 
his hometown of Russell, 
Kansas. Saturday, and a 
proud Kemp promised to do 
everything he could to help 
Sen. Dole win. A jubliam 
Dole slammed a fist in the 
air as Mr. Kemp iinished his 
comments. 

The party goes into its 
36th national convention 
worried not only about its 
cbance of regaining the 
White House from a De- 
mocrat who has cleverly co- 
opted many of its issues but 


about retaining majonty 
control of both houses of 
Congress. 

And an unpopular presi- 
dential candidate and an un- 
popular congressional lead- 
ership are only part of the 
Republican problem. Many 
in the patty feel that its con- 
servative Christian right- 
wing is gaining too much 
‘control, isolating the par^ 
from the more mainstream 
elements of the country. 

A highlight of the conven- 
tion will be an msplrational 
video telling the story of 
Sen. Dole's hardscrabble 
upbringing in Kansas, his 
World War II service and his 
three-year struggle to recov- 
er from horrific wounds suf- 
fered 51 years ago. 

The 73-year-old Dole, 
who if elected would be the 
oldest first-term president in 
U-S. history, will be formal- 
ly chosen as the 1996 Re- 
publican nominee in a tradi- 
tional roil call of delegates 
from the 50 U.S. states 
Wednesday evening. 

Then he will step into the 
spotlight to deliver his ac- 
ceptance speech, undoubt- 
edly the most important 
speech of his 35-year na- 
tional political career. 
Thursday. 


Philippine volcano survivors pay tribute to Briton 


BACOLOD, Philippines 
(R) — Survivors of a vol- 
canic eruption in the Philip- 
pines paid tribute Sunday to 
a British conservationist 
who helped them to saie^ 
but then had to watch his 
own companion die in his 
anus. 

Briton Julian Green from 
Uppingham, along with 
Filipinos Noel Tragico and 
Noel Perez, was l^ed Sa- 
turday when Mount Can- 
laon on the central Philip- 
pine island of Negros erupt- 


ed without warning. 

Mr. Green, fellow Briton 
Gordon Cole and 10 Bel- 
gian University students 
were among more than 20 
clim-bers caught near the 
summit of the 2,435 metre 
(7,305 foot) volcano when it 
began to spew out large 
rocks and flaming ash. 

When the 20-minute erup- 
tion was over. Mr. Cole 
calmly helped several of the 
Belgiios to safety, including 
Philip Coucke. 

“He was really a big 



Mount CanlaoD volcano spews ash as it erupted 
Saturday in central Philippine island of Negros. The 
volcano erupted without warning killing three moun- 
taineers, one foreigner and two FiBpinos ( Reuter photo) 


help." Mr. Coucke told re- 
porters. 

But later he was power- 
less to save Green as he died 
from a head wound. ‘Tie 
died in my arms,*’ Mr. 
Coucke quoted Mr. Cole as 
saying. 

Some of the Belgians and 
Filipinos managed to make 
it off the mountain before 
darkness halted rescue ef- 
forts but other survivors, in- 
cluding Mr. Cole, were 
forced to spend the night 
there.; • . . ;/ ; 

Rescue/ helicopters 
brought them down early 
Sunday, caking them to hos- 
pital in nearby Bacolod, 
capita] of sugar-growing 
Negros Occidentm pro- 
vince. 

Several of the Belgian stu- 
dents were injured includ- 
ing one In serious condition, 
rescue and hospital officials 
said. 

Canlaon. which last erupt- 
ed three years ago, sprang 
back to life with the sudden 
ferocity of an “atomic 
bomb," smd Belgian Flo- 
rence De Cone, 20. 

'1 saw ash falling down. It 
was very dark, like night," 
she sai^ “Stones hit us. 
Several stones hit my body. 

I could not run. I hid behind 
a rock. I saw all my friends 
(being hit by) stones." 

Mr. Coucke said he had 
run and thrown himself into 
a shallow depression on the 
mountainside but the hot 
ash darkened the sky and 
made breathing difficult. 

“I was shouting 1 will suf- 
focate but 1 put my T-shirt 
over ray mouth and 
breathed through it. Then a 
wind blew away the dark 
clouds,” be said. 

Mr. Cole, 22, from Bor- 
row-ln-Furoess, helped him 
to safety. Mr. Cole and 
Green h^ been working as 
volunteers with the Baco- 
lod-based Philippine Reef 


and Rainforest Conserva- 
tion Foundation. 

Philippine volcanologists 
said there could be further 
explosions similar to Samr- 
day's and could again come 
without warning, but they 
did not believe this was a 
prelude to a major eruiAion. 

“We do not recommend 
any ev^uation," Emmanuel 
Ramos, deputy director of 
the Philippine Institute of 
Volcanology and Seismo- 
logy, told reporters. 

But he said villagers in the 
area should keep out of a 
long-standing four-kilome- 
tre exclusion zone around 
the mountain. 

Mountain guide Rey Es- 
teUoso, who escorted the 
Belgian students, blamed 
tile young people's boister- 
ous behaviour for the erup- 
tion. 

“When you are up tiiere 
you are not supposed to 
make any noise or throw 
stones into the crater be- 
cause ytni might disturb the 
spirits." he told reporters. 

"I told them to keep quiet 
but they did not," he said. 

Canlaon is one of 21 
active volcanoes in the 
Philippines, a predominant- 
ly Christian nation but one 
where folk beliefs involving 
spirits are deeply en- 
trenched. 

The century's most pow- 
erful volcanic eruption 
occurred in the Philippines 
in 1991 when Mount Pina- 
tubo north of Manila ex- 
ploded. killing l.OCio peo- 
ple. 

Millions of tonnes of deb- 
ris were left on Pinatubo's 
slopes. 

Savage mudflows claim 
further lives every year 
when heavy rains send the 
debris crashing down 
through surcountfing com- 
munities. 


Khmer Rouge radio says leng Sary escaped 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Khmer Rouge radio said Sunday the 
Maoist faction's former number two, leng Sary, had fled his 
mounuun stronghold this month fearing residents wanted to 

kill him for treachery. 

In the latest sign- of a deep rift in the ranks of the radical 
group, the radio said 67-year-old leng Sary, who was for- 
eign minister during the brutal 1975-79 Khmer Rouge 
regime of Pol Pot, feared he would be killed by residents of 
(he Phnom Malai area. 

On Thursday, the radio accused Mr. leng Sary of treach- 
ery and said he should be executed for helping government 
troops into rebel territory. 

It later ordered the arrest and trial of Sok Peap and Mil 
Chien, commanders of the renegades' Phnom Malai and 
PailiD zones on northwestern Cambodia's border with 
Thailand. 

Second Prime Minister Hun Sen has said tiie two com- 
manders defected. But Sok Peap and officers questioned by 
Reuters in Pailin said they were loyal to Mr. leng Sary and 
his goal of national reconciliation and had not joined the 
government side. 

Their loyalty to Mr. leng Sary and his condemnation by 
Khmer Rouge hardliners raaik the most serious split in the 
movement since Pol Pot was forced from power in 1979. 

Mr. Hun Sen said Samrday that frghting bad erupted the 
day before between Commander Sok leap's troops and 
loyal Khmer Rouge Division 320 and that he expected more 
fighting. 

On Sunday, a Reuters reporter in Pailin saw hundreds of 


well-equipped guerrillas heading to the front lines, and an 
officer said: ‘*We are deploying our soldiers agtunst possi- 
ble attacks from both the government and our old com- 
rades.” 

The Khmer Rouge broadcast called Mr. leng Sary the 
“head traitor" and said he bad fled on the night of Aug. 5. 

“leng Sary escaped from Malai immediately, helter-skel- 
ter and fea^lly as the public showed their hostile behav- 
iour to leng Sary, especially after the declaration on our 
national radio to acknowledge him as the head of the 
national traitors." 

The radio did not specify where leng Sary was but said he 
had not gone to Phnom Penh, “because he has got millions 
of dollars which he stole from Chinese aid since 1985, so he 
has the ability to live outside the country easily." 

Mr. Hun Sen Saturday acknowledged that leng Sary had 
been involved in the defoction negotiations and said he “did 
a good job is worth the lives of tens of thousands of 
people.” 

He said past mistakes must be put aside, but noted that the 
constitution barred leng Sacy from becoming a minister. A 
court tried leng Sary in absentia and sentence him to ^th 
for his role in the deaths of more than one million 
Cambodians during the Khmer Rouge rule. 

It was not dear if Mr. Hun Sen meant the goveiument was 
ready to forgive Mr. leng Saiy. First Prime Minister Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh, noting that the death penalty has been 
abolish^ has indicated that Mr. leng Sary should at least 
spend time in jail. 




Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole (right) and his newly-announced run- 
ning mate Jack Kemp stand together at the poffium during a campaign rally in Dole's 
hometown of Russell, Kansas (“ Reuter photo) 

Clinton remains confident on 
eve of Republican Convention 


JACKSON HOLE, Wyoming (AFP) -- 
U.S. President Bill Clinton, enjoying a 
comf<utable lead in the polls, remained 
confident Sunday as the Republicans head 
to their convention, even though his advi- 
sors predict the race will tighten. 

Mr. Ointon, on vacation in this scenic 
western region since Friday, has not offered 
a public reaction to his challenger Bob 
Dole's selection of former Housing Sec- 
retary Jack Kemp as his running mate in the 
Nov. 5 election. 

But many campaign officials have not 
held back ^m saying tlte selection shows 
Sen. Dole has become a prisoner of the 
more conservative faction of his party. 

“Bd> Dole is completing his move to the 
ri^t-wing of the Republican Party, of 
which Kemp is a product," said David 
Eichenbaum, the Democratic National 
Committee's communication director in 
San Diego, California, where the Repub- 
licans will hold their gathering Monday 
through Thursday. 

Clinton campaign spokesman Joe Lock- 
hart also in San Diego, said Mr. Kemp's 
supply-side economics — which theorize 
that tax cuts can partially pay for them- 
selves through growth — > coupled with his 
opp(»ition to abortion, shows Sen. Dole has 
surrendered ground to the conservatives. 

One of the key Clinton campaign strate- 
gies consists of painting the Republicans as 
radicals far removed from the moderate 
positions he defends and middle-class val- 
ues. 

He hit on that theme Saturday during his 
weekly radio broadcast, illustrating the 
point with the argument that the Repub- 
lican-conteolled Congress has let the irow- 
eifo] gun lobby stop action on anti-terrorist 
legislation. 

The Clinton entourage has been less 
vocal, however, on certain of Mr. Kemp's 
professional and personal stances which run 
<xiunter to foe image of foe extremist that 


they would like to portray him as. 

Mr. Kemp's views on race relations show 
him CO be a man of the white establishment 
who demonstrates respect for blacks. .As 
President George Bush's bousing secretaiy' 
he promoted economic and .social develop- 
ment in foe minority sections of major cities 
which have become blighted ghettos. 

Such positions have traditionally been foe 
turf of foe Democratic Party's left wing. 

Sen. Dole is counting on his choice of Mr. 
Kemp and foe San Diego gathering to 
jumpstart his campaign which has lan- 
guished. But Mr. Clinton's advisors, with- 
out getting trapped up in an overconfident 
mood, do not seem to be too concerned. 

Mr. Eichenbaum admitted that “it is gen- 
erally accepted that a candidate gets a 
bounce our of a convention.” 

“Wliat Dole has done Is basically make 
foe delegates (to the convention) very 
happy. He may have solidified his support 
among foe right-wing. BuHt is not going to 
help him in foe general election, because he 
has done nothing to reach out to foe main- 
stream, to women," Mr. Eichenbaum said. 

“We expected that foe race would tighten 
a lot sooner than it has." he added. Mr. 
Clinton’s lead in one poll this week placed 
him 23 per cent ahead of Sen. Dole. 

Doug Sosnik. foe White House political 
director, said late Thursday in Los Angeles 
that “within foe next week, if he (Sen. Dole) 
gets his base back, be should be in foe low 
double digit, probably, say. high single digit 
on the spread.’' 

“By Labour Day. when we have been 
back and forth, flying around the country 
and kind of doing all this, and it has sort of 
settled all down, we think foe race will 
probably be where it was at foe end of 
March, foe low double digits.” be added. 

Mr. Clinton has his own boost to look for- 
ward to when he heads to foe Democratic 
convention in Chicago from Aug. 26 to 29. 


Spanish flash flood toll rises to 83 


BIESCAS. Spain (AFP) — 
Ttte death toll in foe disaster 
at a campsite in northern 
Spain rose to 83 Sunday 
when a girl was found dead, 
officials here told AFP. 

The grim search operation 
involving more than 1.000 
rescue workers continued 
Sunday, focusing on foe Sa- 
binani^ Dam. 15 kilome- 
Qes downstream from foe 
campsite at Biescas, north- 
ern S|»in, which was dev- 
astated by a freak flash 
fiooti last Wednesday. 

The girl could be one of 
six missing people men- 
tioned by regioDal Aragon 
leader Santiago Lanzuela 
Saturday. 


Mr. Lanzuela had said that 
foe search was on for four 
children and two women 
whose f^ilies bad reported 
to authorities. 

“There is sadly every pos- 
sibility that numerous bod- 
ies swept away by foe vio- 
lent current have been car- 
ried down foe 15 kilometres 
of foe Gallego River which 
runs alongside foe campsite 
and ended up blocked 
against foe dam.” said one 
firefighter Saturday. 

Regional government 
spokesman Juan Carlos 
Cordoba said foe death toil 
may remain uncertain for 
some time, as some of foe 
missing may not have been 


reported to the authorities. 

Eighty-two of the 83 
known dead have so far 
been identified. They inc- 
lude six foreigners — four 
Dutch and two French na- 
tionals. 

Among foe 150 injured, 
about 15 were still in hospi- 
tal Sunday, including five in 
serious condition, but all 
were expected to survive, 
according to regional au- 
foorities. 

A legal investigation wa.s 
opened Saturday into the 
causes of foe disaster as foe 
controversy over whether 
foe campsite should have 
been located at Biescas in 
foe first place rumbled on. 


laturday. missing may not have been the first place rumbled on 

Pro-India party to run in Kashmir polls 

IRINAGAR. India (R) — Jammu and Kashmir state." ratist movement. 


SRINAGAR. India (R) — 
Kashmir's largest pro-India 
party announced Sunday 
that it will participate in 
local assembly elections 
next month, boosting foe 
government’s efforts to 
restore democracy to foe 
rebellious regiOD. 

The National Conference 
troubled conditions in 
Jammu and Kashmir state, 
tom by a six-year separatist 
rebellion, were not con- 
foidve to free and fair polls. 

But National Conference 
leader Farooq Abdullah said 
the new prime minister, 
ELD. Deve Gowda, had pro- 
mised to meet foe pa^'s 
demand for greater autono- 
my. raising hopes of an end 
to foe insi^ency, 

“We decided to participate 
in the election after foe 
assurance given by foe 
prime minister of India in 
and outside parliament in 
response to foe demand of 
the National Conference 
Party vo restore autonomy to 


Jammu and Kashmir state." 
Mr. Abdullah told a packed 
news conference. 

The party, which supports 
foe continuation of Indian 
rule over foe Himalayan 
State, boycotted elections to 
foe federal parliament last 
May. 

Last week foe Election 
Commission announced 
that polling for a state as- 
sembly would take place 
over four days. Sept. 7. 16, 
2 1 and 30. 

The National Conference 
is the main secular party in 
foe Kashmir Valley, which 
is more populous than the 
mostly Hindu Jammu re- 
gion in foe south and Bud- 
dhist-majority Ladakh in 
foe east. 

Until 1952, Jammu and 
Kashmir enjoyed control 
over most areas of public 
policy in foe state except 
defence, foreign affairs and 
communications. But its 
autonomy has been eroded 
over time, fanning foe sepa- 


ratist movement. 

Dozens of militant groups 
are fighting for either inde- 
pendence or merger with 
Pakistan. More than 20.0IX) 
people have died in insur- 
gency-related violence 
since 1990, when the feder- 
al government dissolved foe 
assembly and imposed di- 
rect rule. 

The All Parties Hurriyal 
(Freedom) Conference 
which includes some 30 
leading separatist groups 
has denounced the polls. 

Soon after Mr. Deve 
Gowda took office on June 
I, his 13-party centre-left 
coalition pledged to restore 
“maximum’' autonomy to 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

Last year the National 
Conference said it would 
not participate in proposed 
local assembly elections 
unless autonomy was res- 
tored to the state. The polls 
were never held. 


Woman describes 
one-time romance ^ 
with Charles 

LONDON (AFP) — a 
W elsh woman, now liy^ 
in Canada, told a BiitUb 
Sunday paper foat she 
enjoyed a two-year ro- 
mance with Prince Charles 
before he met Princess 
Diana. Janet Jenkins, 51, 
the daughter of a doctor 
who emigrated to Canada 
from Cardiff, said she first 
met the Prince of Wales in 
1975 at a party in the Bri- 
tish consulate in Montreal 
where she worked as a 
press assistant. “Prince 
Charles has tremendous 
magnetism. The first time 
met him. there was a con- 
nection. a physical attrac- 
tion. I was absolutdy 
l^sotted. I thought he was 
foe most charming man I 
had ever meL” Ms. Jenkins 
told foe Mail On Sunday. 
But after two years of 
secret meetings, foe two 
were sported and photo- 
sraphed by reporters, while 
staying at the royal fami- 
ly's country home in Bal- 
moral. TTie three days she 
had spent with foe prince 
became foe subject of in- 
tensive press speculation 
though her own name was 
never cited, foe Moil On 
Sunday said. Queen Eliza- 
beth n, who was furious, 
telephoned to Prince 
Charles and ordered him to 
return to London. A few 
months later, the prince put 
an end to the relationslup.^ 
“Charles came under ex- 
treme pressure to marry. 

He smuggled me to Bu- 
ckingham Palace to tell me 
that our relationship had to 
change. It was his duty." 
Ms. Jenkings was quoted 
as saying. Ms. Jenkins said 
she had remained on 
friendly terms with ftince 
Charles and was even invii- 
' ed to his 40th birthday, in 
1 bis wife's presence. *T 
kissed and hugged Charles 
when I arrived and she ob- 
viously didn't like that" 
Ms. Jenkins said alluding 
to foe princess. 

Chinese city 
begins to shoot 
Deng TV series 

SHANGHAI (R) — Chi- 
na's most capitalist city has 
begun to shoot a television 
series based on foe life of 
paramount leader Deng > 
Xiaoping, foe Wen Hui Bao^ 
Daily said Sunday. An ad- 
vertising company in Wen- 
zhou in the eastern pro- 
vince of Zhejiang was gi- 
ven foe right to make foe 
series in April by an office 
of the Communist Party 
Central Committee respon- 
sible for revolutionary his- 
tory, the paper said." The 
shooting started last Friday j 

in Wenzhou with the first | 

scenes showing Deng talk- { 

ing with former (TbdnxiaD j 

Mao Tsetong. the paper j 

said. This year, the produc- 
ers plan to shoot and broad- ; 
cast three parts of foe series j 

leading up to the Com- ! 

munist takeover in 1949, j 

including Deng's role in 
foe early days of the Com- 
munist Party, the paper > 
said. Deng was play^ by 
Shi Xin. a 26-year-old ac- 
tor from a Guangzhou mil- 
itary troupe, who bad 
played Deng in foe feature 
film Long March, foe paptf 
said. Deng joined foe Com- i 
munist Party in foe 1920s 
after studying in France, 
fought the Japanese an<^ 
Nationalist armies, was 
purged three times and 
bounced back to take 
power after Mao's deadL ! 

Floating flip-flops 
in sandal scandal 

CANBERRA (R) — Thou- 
sands of Indonesian-made 
rubber sandals are washing , 
up on remote Australian ' 
islands and polluting bea- 
ches, an Australian politi- 
cian said. Julian McGauran j 
of the National Party said j 
an investigation showed i 
sandals thrown away by 
Indonesian factories were 
Washing up on the islands. 
“The pristine image of 
giant turtles on white sandy 
beaches shaded by tropc^ 
flora being swamped by 
hundreds of smelly old 
'thongs’ (sandals) is envi-^ 
ronmental vandalism,” h® ^ 
said, ur ging a boycott of 
Indonesian sandals. Indo* 
nesia "should find their 
own rubbish heap and not 
Use Australian territory." 
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LONDONDERRY, Nor 
them Ireland (R> — A night 
of violence by angry Catho- 
lic youths marred an other- 
wise peaceful weekend of 
sectarian marches across 
Northern Ireland, renewing 
a sense of unease ahead of 
even more demonstrations 
A. Sunday. 

About 100 young men 
hurled rocks, petrol bombs 
and abuse at police guard- 
ing Londonderry's city cen- 
tre early Sunday. 

Police fired plastic bullets 
to disperse the youths, many 
of whom had been drinking, 
and arrested 15. 

Smaller disturbances had 
been quelled in the villages 
of Dunloy and Bellaghy, 
where Catholic residents 
closed off streets to block 
Protestant marches. 

None of the incidents was 
described as serious, but 
they tarnished a sense of 
relief over negotiations that, 
allowed a* huge Protestant 
Apprentice Boys parade to! 
pass quietly through the 
streeLs of Londonderry Sa- 
turday. 

The same march in 1969 
ignited a quarter-century of 
turmoil, Ln which 3,200 
eople have died, over 
oi^em Ireland's status as 
$1 a British province writh a 
pro-British Protestant ma- 
jority. 

A year-old peace is under 
attack firora the age-old ri- 
valries. with fresh street 
violence laying bare the 
gulf between Protestants 
and Catholics. 

The Catholic Bishop of 
Londonderry, Seamus He- 
garty, said he thought 
"drinking had been in- 
volved" and the incident 
should not overshadow the 
earlier victories of reason 
over hatred. 

“What happened last night 
was not representative." he 



Masked Catholic youths attempt to block the road in>lhe Strand in Londonderry 
Saturday (Reuter photo) 




said. “Yesterday, proces- 
sions all over the cii^ went 
off very well thanks to the 
veiy considerable woric of 
people on both sides." 

Many people had feared 
unrest would erupt during 
the march by the Apprentice 
Boys, a fervently pro- 
British Protestant oiganisa- 
tion, after police attempts to 
block a similar parade last 
month provoked the pro- 
vince's worst riots for years. 

BuL after days of behind- 
the-scenes negotiations, the 
Apprentice Boys backed 
down from a conhontadon 
over whether they could pa- 
rade along the ci^'s walls, a 
long stretch of which had 
been blocked by police after 
Catholic objections. 

Catholics living near the 
walls, who had protested 
against the march as a tri- 
umphalist show of Protes- 


tant dominance, called off a 
counter-demonstration. 

Nationalists, however, hod 
their own rally scheduled in 
Belfast for later Sunday and 
community leaders were 
negotiating frantically to 
make sure it went smoothly. 

Sinn Fein, the political 
wing of the Irish Repub- 
lican Army, planned its an- 
nual demonstration to niaric 
the unsuccessful and hugely 
unpopular British policy of 
internment without trial, 
abandoned in 1975. 

The policy had allowed 
police and security forces to 
arrest ‘'terrorist" suspects 
and hold them without trial. 

In a series of pre-dawn 
raids on Aug. 9, 1971, the 
army swooped down on 340 
suspects, of them Ca- 
tboDc. More than 20 people 
died in the riots that fol- 
lowed. 


The anniversary has since 
become an annual rallying 
point for nationalists and a 
potential flashpoint when 
supporters of British rule 
respond with their own 
demonstrations. 

Jim Rodgers, a city coun- 
cillor for the pro-British 
Ulster Unionist Party, said 
he had been trying to per- 
suade Protestants in the city 
to cancel planned counter- 
demonstratioDS. and Sinn 
Fein said it was confident 
its own demonstrators 
would behave in a peaceful 
manner. 

Confrontations were also 
possible in Bellaghy, near 
Londonderry, where mem- 
bers of the Protestant Back 
Perceptory, a religious oiga- 
nisation, planned a march 
Sunday. Catholic villagers 
said they would again try to 
block it. 


Italian government warns Bossi to calm down 
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ROME (R> — The Italian 
government Sunday warned 
Umberto Bossi. hot-tem- 
pered leader of the Northern 
League party, that his inc- 
reasingly strident demands 
for secession risked spi- 
ralling out of control. 

Mr. Bossi shattered Italy's 
political summer lull over 
the weekend with a call for 
^supporters to destroy lelevi- 
' sion relay stations owned by 
national broadcaster RAl as 
a step towards forming an 
independent northern state. 

"Along the River Po we 
will bum hundreds of ihou- 
’ sands of TV licence fee cou- 
pons and tear down RAI’s 
relay stations," the husky 
voiced Bossi told a League 
rally Saturday. 

The Northern League has 
called supporters to gather 
along the banks of the Po on 
Sept? 15. to declare inde- 
pendence for a northern na- 
tion Mr. Bossi has dubbed 
“Padania" after the fertile 
plain around the famous 
Italian river. 

Govemmeni ministers 
rounded on this latest move 
by Mr. Bossi, who htLS 
upped the tempo of his 
demands for the secession 
of the wealthy north of Italy 
^ from the poorer south since 
his party's strong perfor- 
mance in April general elec- 
lion. 

"This (behaviour) could 
provoke uncontrollable 


events which the state 
would have to respond to 
with firmness," Interior Mi- 
nister Giorgio Napolitano 
warned in a letter published 
in La Stampa newspaper. 

Politicians from the oppo- 
sition centre-right Freedom 
Alliance and the Vatican 
also attacked Mr. Bossi. 

“These latest declarations 
are genuine terrorist 
threats," the Vatican's offi- 
cial newspaper L'osservato- 
re Romano said. 

Unease about secession 
has also surfaced within the 
League, leading to a public 
split be^veen Mr. Bossi and 
Irene Pivecti, one of the 
party's most high-profile 
figures who was president 
of the lower house of parlia- 
ment in the last legislature. 

Ms. Rverri, a staunch Ro- 
man Catholic, said recently 
Mr. Bossi had hijacked the 
party, forcing it away ^m 
iLs f^eralist ideals. Her 
comments brought down 
the ire of her one-time pro- 
tector. - 

"Pivetii was never pan oi 
the League, w-e used her to 
make deals with the Vati- 
can. rm now going to send 
Pivetti back to the Vatican 
dead," Mr. Bossi was quot- 
ed in all Sunday’s newspa- 
pers as telling Saturdays 

rally. 

The League took root m 
ihe 1980s as a protest move- 
ment against the excesses of 


Rome central government 
and was insmunental in hel- 
ping bring about the col- 
lapse of the old, corrupt po- 
litical guard at the start of 
the 1990s. 

Its support has grown 
steadily and at tiie April 
election it polled 1 0 per cent 
of the vote nationwide and 
over 30 per cent in parts of 
the rich north of It^y. 

Since the vote, Mr. Bossi 
has dropped his calls for a 
federalist state, saying the 
only way forward was com- 
plete secession. 

“We work like Germans 
but we are paid like Indo- 
nesians. We won’t accept 
Italian nationalism. We’re 


in the Padania," be told Sa- 
turday's rally, flanked by a 
now habitual group of mili- 
tants ail sporting green 
shirts. 

Italy’s centre-left govern- 
ment headed by Romano 
Prodi has previously sou^t 
to play down Mr. Bossi 's 
threats but commentators 
warned at the week-end that 
the League could not be ig- 
nored. 

“Bossi should be taken 
seriously...The time for jok- 
ing is past. From today on 
there has to be a sense of 
responsibility,” top selling 
daily Corriere Della Sera 
said in a front page editorial 
Saturdav. 


‘CIA pulls chief of station 
out of Rome after debacle’ 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — The Central Intelligence Agency 
(CL4) ba.s pulled its chief of station in Rome and at least two 
other intelligence officers out of Italy after authorities there 
arrested a U.S. intelligence officer caught up in an operation, 
according to a repoit. 

According to the weekly U.S. News And Worid Report mag- 
azine, Italian police were conducting an operation to crack 
down on suspected terrorists when they bagged the U.S. intel- 
ligence officer who was running a recruitment operation with- 
out first informing the Italians. 

The mgwaying s.'ud in its Aug. 1 9 edition that the CIA had 
actually directed the Italioos to the suspected terrorists. The 
Rome station inad vertently directed its Italian liaison to a spot 
that was'rife with suspect^ reirorists, the magazine report^. 

The U.S. spy agency was either unaware or had forgotten that 
it was running an operation in the same area, the report s:ud. 
“The agency guy got rolled up," one source told the magazine. 


Russian troops battle in 
Grozny, break blockade 


GROZNY, Russia (R) — 
Russian troops Imke 
through a blockade in the 
centre of the Qiechen capi- 
tal Grozny Simday buf sep- 
ar^st reMs battled on a^ 
hundred of refugees fled to 
safety. 

Aft^ almost a week of 
fighting, federal forces 
struggled to gain the upper 
hand in house-to-bouse 
combat in Grozny and the 
rebel command said a con- 
voy of Russian armoured 
vehicles had been wiped out 
to the east of the city. 

Interfax News Agency 
quoted the rebels as saying 
about 150 Russian solars 
had been killed in the am- 
bush, but there was no con- 
firmation of this. Both sides 
in the 20-month conflict 
have tended to exaggerate 
the losses of their oppo- 
nents. 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin declared a day of 
mourning Saturday and or- 
dered Prune Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin to investi- 
^te the “gross miscalcula- 
tions” which have led to the 
heavy Russian casualties. 

Mr. Yeltsin discussed the 
situation Sunday uatb Mr. 
Chernomyrdin and new 
Russian security supremo 
Alexander Leb^ ITAR- 
TASS news agency said. 
Gen. Lebed, a tougb-taDdng 
general, was appointed at 
the weekend as Mr. Yel- 
tsin's personal representa- 


tive in Chechenya. 

Mr. Cbernomyrdm was 
due to chair a meeting of 
Russia’s State Commission 
on Chechenya later Sunday. 

The worst fighting in 
more than a year has trig- 
gered a new flood of ie£- 
gees from Grozny. Most re- 
sidents who have stayed be- 
hind are cowering in base- 
ments as artill^ shells 

crash into the city where 
rebels control large areas. 

Rebel sources have put 
the number of Russian ser- 
vicemen killed up to Satur- 
day at more than 1,(X)0, 
though Interfax quoted Rus- 
sian commanders as saying 
they had lost 170-200 by 
Sunday. 

It quoted the separatists as 
saying Sunday they had 
destroyed more than 2(X) 
federal armoured vehicles 
so far. 

TASS, whose correspon- 
dent was among a group of 
civilians tr^ped in the heart 
of the Gromy battle zone, 
said federal forces had 
arrived at the regional gov- 
ernment complex and man- 
aged to evacuate some 
wounded soldiers and 

remove bodies. 

However, a report by In- 
terfax News Agency from 
the region qnot^ a Russian 
military spokesman as say- 
ing the situation was 

extremely difficulL 

“Groups of rebels in vary- 
ing numbers are shooting 


from all sides and Russian 
units have virtually no rear- 
guard,” the spokesman said. 

TASS correspondent Ser- 
gei Trofimov said; “The 
blockade of central Grozny 
was broken through last 
night by units of interior 
troops and a motorised in- 
fant^ regiineQL” 

Interfax quoted the sepa- 
ratist command in sout^m 
Chechenya as saying feder- 
al forces had been forced to 
change their tactics after 
suffering heavy losses. 

The Russians were no 
longer advancing in ar- 
moured convoys backed up 
by infantry — easy targets 
for the Chechen fighters 
armed with automatic rifles 
and grenade launchers — 
but were attacking in small 
groups supported by artil- 
lery fire. 

Witnesses told Reuters by 
telephone that rebels were 
roaming the streets with 
artilleiy shells crashing 
around them. The Russian 
troops were less visible, 
they said. 

TASS, quoting Russia’s 
acting commander in Che- 
chenya Konstantia Pulikov> 
sky, said fighting Sunday 
was less intense than in pre- 
vious days. 

“Most of the rebels did 
not leave the city overnight 
and they are now bying to 
seize means of transport,” 
he said. 

Meanwhile, the European 


Union (BU) has expressed 
serious concern at the situa- 
tion in the Russian region of 
Chechenya and appe^ed to 
both the Russian army and 
sepimtist rebels to cease 
fire immediately. 

In a statement issued in 
Dublin late Sutur^y, the 
Irish govemmeni, current 
holders of the EU presiden- 
c>’, said: “The European 
Union is seriously con- 
cerned at the recent escala- 
tion of the fighting in Che- 
chenya. 

'‘It deplores in particular 
the ensuing civilian casual- 
ties and the suffering that a 
continuation of the violence 
is causing to the Chechen 
people," it added. 

“The EU appeals to both 
sides in the conflict to insti- 
tute an immediate ceasefire. 
It further calls for a return 
by the parties lo the negoti- 
ating table,” the statement 
said. 

It went on to call for mea- 
sures to ensure the safety of 
the Organisation for Secu- 
rity and Cooperation in ^- 
rope (OSCE) assistance 
group in Chechenya. The 
group could “play an impor- 
tant pan in bringing about a 
renewed ceasefire,” it said. 

“The EU also urges that 
the humanitarian organisa- 
tions working in Chechenya 
be granted the access neces- 
sary' for them to pursue their 
tasks unhindered,” the state- 
ment said. 


Sri Lankan 
Navy sinks 
Tiger 
flotilla 

COLOMBO (Agencies) 
Navy gunboats attacked 
a flotiUa of Tamil Tiger 
guerrilla boats off nor^- 
eastem Sri Lanka, while 
government ground troops 
dsewbere remained 
pinned down Sunday un- 
der a fierce rebel counter- 
offensive, officials said. 

At least one big rebel 
boat was sunk, killing six 
of the guerrillas known as 
Sea Tigers, and eight other 
rebel craft were damaged 
during the midnight con- 
frontation Saturday, the 
officials said. 

They said two goveru- 
ment sailors were wound- 
ed during die exchange of 
fire off the island’s MuUai- 
tivu coast, where the s^- 
ratist Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) over- 
ran an army garrison last 
month, killing some 1,300 
troops and seizing $50 mil- 
lion wortii of armaments. 

News of the sea batde 
came as the Tigers said 
they had blocked an army 
advance on a rebel-held 
. town in the island's north, 
as fighting in die area en- 
tered its second week Sun- 
day. 

The LTTE said their 
resistance prevented secu- 
rity forces taking the town 
of Kilinochcbl, where the 
rebels have maintained 
their political headquarters 
since being driven out of 
their Ja^a peninsula 
stronghold, fiutber to the 
north, several months ago. 

’The Sri Lankan military 
has been making a desper- 
ate 1»d to occupy mwe 
Tamil homeland by captur- 
ing Kilinochcfai ” tbe Ti- 
gers said in a statement is- 
sued fix>m their London 
office. 

Military sources con- 
firmed Intense Tiger coun- 
ter-attacks had bogged 
down government soldiers, 
despite the suppori of ar- 
till^. helicopter gunsMps 
and Kfir ground attack 
sonic jets. 

“Our objective is to draw 
and Idll as many terrorists 
as possible,” military 
spokesman Sarath Muna- 
singhe^said. 

The military sources said 
Tiger resistance was more 
intense than anticipated 
and security forces were 
moving cautiously because 
of minefields and booby- 
traps set along approaches 
to the town. 


Last of Burundi’s neighbours close ranks 


BUJUMBURA (R) Bu- 
rundi’s military ^vem- 
ment was cut off from its 
neighbours Sunday after 
Zaire became dbe last state 
in the region to say it bad 
imposed sanctions follow- 
ing last month’s coup. 

One after another, neigh- 
bour^ in east and central 
Africa have shut the gates, 
saying they will .only 
reopen when civilian rule 
returas to the landlocked 
country^ where the Tlitsi- 
led n^t^ ousted tbe 
Hutu president on July 25. 

The new rulers say they 
seized power to prevent 
genocide in Burundi, 
where m(»e than 150,000 
people have died in three 
years of fighting between 
minori^ Tlitsis and ethnic 
Hutus, who make up 
around 85 per cent of tbe 
palliation. 

They have promised to 
set up a transitional 
National Assembly, which 
could include members of 
tbe suspended parliament, 
as part of a return to civil- 
ian rule. 

But the claims of Inti- 
mate action by Tutsi 
stnongriten Pierre Buyt^a 
have had a hostile recep- 
tion in the region. 

East and central African 
states agreed at a July 31 
s ummi t to impose sanc- 
tions on the densely popu- 
lated country of alrout 5.6 


millioa people. 

Road, rail, air and water 
links to neighbours have 
been cut and thousands of 
tonnes of goods are piling 
up. Burundi imports all its 
fuel and relies on coffee 
exports for 90 per cent of 
its hard current^. 

Some fear the worst 
effects of the boycotts will 
be felt by the poorest 
ple and several chanties 
and aid agencies are wait- 
ing for exemptions, so 
they can continue food md 
and medical progtaxomes. 

Western countries, led 
by tbe United States, had 
warned the Burundian 
military not to seize 
power, but have taken lit- 
tle action since tbe coup. 

Belgium, the former 
colomal power, has not 
recogmsed Major Buyoya, 
but said.he is possibly the 
least .of a range of evils. 

Maj. Buyoya’s foreign 
minister, Luc Rukingaina, 
on an unofficial visit to 
Brussels as part of an 
international charm offen- 
sive, said relations 
between the two govern- 
ments were “very good.” 

Belgian airline Sabena is 
the only carrier still flying 
the Bujumbura route, 
though a flight next 
The^y might be the last 
for several weeks. 

Tte milita^ government 
has said it is prepared to 


talk to Hutu rebels if they 
lay down their weapons 
and denounce violence, 
but in the meantime the 
war will continue. 

Maj. Buyoya's defence 
minister, Firmin Sinzo- 
yiheba, said his army 
would have to win support 
from Hum civilians to 
fight the insurgency. 

“Our main task now is to 
launch a hearts and minds 
campaign to bring the 
army and Hutu civilians 
closer together,” be told 
Reuters, but acknowl- 
edged the armed forces 
has some discipline prob- 
lems. 

“My job now is to disci- 
pline the army. Women 
and children are dying. 
This is not normal. A small 
child is not a fighter,” he 
said. 

Regional analysts fear 
Burundi could go the way 
of its northern neighbour 
Rwanda, which has the 
same explosive ethnic mix 
and where up to a million 
people, including thou- 
sand of women and chil- 
dren, died in war and 
genocidal massacres in 
1994. 
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Bombs don’t 
solve problems 


THE FLARE-UP of fighting in 
Cheebenya demonstrates that there is 
no military solution to the crisis in that 
country. Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
has repeatedly reneged on his promise 
to find an equitable settlement to the 
conflict He ordered his armed forces to 
launch a new round of attacks on the 
rebels immediately after his reelection 
last month. Now it looks as though there 
is a stalemate over Chechenya with the 
rebels determined to pursue their bid 
for liberty and self-determination. 

With a display of real statesmanship it 
is still possible to find a solution that 
might accommodate the needs of the 
two sides. Moscow cannot appear to 
have lost a small war for fear of tar- 
nishing its international image. At the 
same time Russia must realise that colo- 
nialism^ ' pseudo colonialism, or any 
form of human subjugation is no longer 
viable in today’s world- 

It is still not far-fetched to establish a 
new relationship between Moscow and 
Grozny through which Chechenya 
would gain its independence and fim- 
dom while remaining committed to 
some form of association with Russia. 
Many thousands of people from both 
sides have lost their lives needlessly so 
far and it is high time that the armed 
conflict gave way to a civilised dialogue 
that could be more credible and inten- 
sive in nature and substance than previ- 
ous efforts have been. Time is running 
out on a just settlement that saves both 
precious resources and blood. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IN THE light of Israel's determination to perpetuate its 
occupation of Arab lands, the Arab Nation has no alter- 
native but to seek whatever means available to regain 
the usurped rights, said Mu'nes Razzaz a writer for A1 
Ra*i. But the Arabs, said the writer, have lost their inde- 
pendence. their oil wealth, their lands and only have 
their blood with which to continue the struggle. With 
their blood, the Arabs possess their freedom to choose 
the way to die in the fight for their lands, and in their 
desperation, they are bound to continue resistance 
against Israel in an expression of their freedom to die 
and to sacrifice their souls for the sake of their rights 
and the fieedom of their future generations, continued 
the writer. Although the Arabs stand fumly against the 
use of violence. ±eir plight, their continued sufferings 
at the hands of the Zionists and the continued Israeli 
repression and occupation are motivating them to use 
their own blood which they still possess to restore their 
freedom and their lost lands, he added. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, who is depriving the 
Palestinians of the right to live a decent life with digni- 
ty. .said the writer, is unable to deprive the Palestinians 
of the right and the freedom to choose the way to die in 
(he struggle against tyranny and repression. 


A writer for A1 Dustour criticised Jordanian universi- 
ties for their failure to open faculties to train students in 
tourism and hotel management, noting that the 
Kingdom is witnessing a rising tourism industry and 
increased numbers of tourists all the year round. Ahmad 
Shaker said that universities ought to train students in 
trades that are in demand by the local community and 
the country's needs of various industries, including 
tourism. Currently JD 500 million are being invested in 
hotels to accommodate the growing number of tourists 
which last year hit the one million mark, but Jordanian 
universities lack training courses for tourist guides who 
need to speak different languages, and they lack the will 
to embark on courses that would qualify Jordanians to 
handle the requirements of the flourishing tourism 
industry, noted the writer. He said the time has come for 
Jordanian universities to re-examine their higher educa- 
tion courses and their usefulness to the country instead 
of turning out an anny of educated persons who seldom 
find employment. 


Economic Review 


Bv Dr. Yusuf Mansi 




The minimum wage of labour 


,,-.1 


IN THE condnuous search for solutions to Jordan's unem- 
ployment and poveiw problems, the Ministry of Labour 
has announced Its intent to introduce a minimum wage bill 
that forces employers to pay a wage rate to their employ- 
ees that does no fall below a certain minimum amount 
The bill would enforce Article 52 of the Labour Law 
which allows the labour baigaining units in society to set 
the minunum acceptable wages of their members. Will die 
introduedon of such a bill induce nirvana, or something 
remotely similar to it to our unemployed labour? The 
answer, though not immediately clear, is the afdrmative. 

The mini mum wage rate was first introduced in the U.S. 
within the folds of ^ Fair Labour Standards Act of 1938 
which set the minimum wage at $0.25 and covered 
approximately 40 per cent of workers employed in laiger 
&ins involved in interstate commerce. Both the wage rate 
and coverage have expanded since then to around $5 and 
almost 90 per cent of all non-supervisoiy employments. 
Clearly, the rate had to be increased to match the rise 
in the price level; and die popularity of this legisladon 
among polidcians has made its advocates sure winners of 
the labour vote. 

Unfortunately, like most social programmes, there are 
some unintended negadve effects that may work against 
the programme's declared goal, which in die present case 
is: r^ucing poverty. The introduction of a minimum wage 
rate programme is believed by many to actually increase 
unemployment, especially among the least skilled work- 
ers. How? A typical business owner who becomes forced 
to pay higher hourly wage rate will opt to hire less work- 
ers a^ in a bid to decree production costs, will tend to 


create less favourable working conditions for those under 
his/her employ. Furthermore, the businessperson may opt 
to pass the higher production cost onto the consumer by 
increasing the price of the product; in which case, the real 
(after inflation) wages of workers may decrease, stay the 
same, or increase by a smaller amount than the nominal 
increase in wages. (Wage stickiness is a worldwide felt 
and empirically esiablish^ed economic phenomenon). 

However, ai least in the case of Jordan, more good than 
harm will come out of this piece of legislation because the 
labour pool contains some 300,()00 unskilled non- 
Jordanian labourers of whom 10 per cent are unemployed. 
The imported labour, among other things, contributes u> 
the unemployment of Jordanian labour by replacing it, 
simply through accepting lower wage rates for ji^iforming 
the same taslu and living under h^her conditions. With 
forced higher wages, employers will have no incentive to 
hire expatriates. Thus, while overall (local and foreign) 
employment may decrease, the employment of Jordanian 
labour will increase. 

Inflation will rise witii the introduction of this bill as 
wages increase, especially in the farming sector; however, 
this sector which been excluded for the purpose of the 
minimum wage in the U.S. could also be excluded in 
Jordan. And raising wages will have a positive impact on 
real wages, because subsidy-reducing policies would 
increase prices regardless of whether the wages have 
increased or dol 

Jordanian exports that are labour-intensive would possi- 
bly suffer as the cost of production rises, thereby, making 
Jordanian labour and pixxiucts less competitive. But, to 
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The Korean precedent 


By Gwynne Dyer 


“WE NEED a new history,” 
said Sohn Hak-Kyu, offi- 
cial spokesman of South 
Korea's ruling New Korea 
Party. “This means not only 
redefining Kwangju as a 
democratic movement, but 
also punishing those who 
suppressed it” 

Sohn was explaining why 
South Korea’s two living 
ex-presidents were both 
going to be put on trial for 
sedition and massacre. 
Now it is actually happen- 
ing: on August 5, senior 
prosecutor Sang-Hee 
demanded the death penal- 
ty for Chun Doo-Hwan 
^president from 1980-89). 
and life imprisonment for 
his successor Roh Tae-Woo 
(1988-93). 

The two ex-generals are 
also accused of taking enor- 
mous bribes, but it was 
their role in oiganising the 
Kwangju massacre of 1980 
that has cast them as the 
leading villains of South 
Korea's modem history. 
“The old regime had a birth 
defect.” explained Dr. Bae 
Ho-Hahn of the Sejong 
Institute, a Seoul think 
tank. “It came to power 
with blood on its hands. 
This was an incurable dis- 


ease. 

South Korea is a democ- 
racy now, and the time of 
reckoning is at hand for its 
former dictators. But this is 
not just a South Korean 
issue; you may be sure that 
dictators in other Asian 
countries where the 
regimes have perpetrated 
s imil ar acts, lilre the 
Burmese generals who 
massacred civilians in the 
streets of Rangoon in 1988, 
or the Chinese Communist 
gerODtocrats who carried 
out the Tiananmen Square 


massacre in Beijing in 
1989, are watching the pro- 
ceedings in Seoul with 
close attention. 

The role that the open 
wound of Kwangju plays in 
the modem Korean psyche 
is illustrated by a survey 
carried out recently by a 
professor at Seoul National 
University. He asked stu- 
dents to identify the great- 
est tragedy in Korean histo- 
ry since 1945, assuming 
that most would choose the 
Korean War of 1950-53. 
which killed several mil- 
lion Koreans. But over- 
whelmi^ly, they chose 
Kwangju. 

Only a few hundred peo- 
ple died in Kwangju in 
May, 1980, a thousand at 
most But it put off the day 
when the country would 
become a democracy for 13 
years. 

In 1979 the military dicta- 
tor who had ruled South 
Korea since 1961, General 
Park Chung-Hee. was 
assassinated by fellow 
army officers. (Chun Doo- 
Hwan, then the chief of 
military intelligence, is 
widely suspected of having 
been the mastermind 
behind the plot) In the 
ensuing turmoil many 
Koreans struggled to found 
a new democratic regime, 
but Chun and his prot6g6 
Roh Tae-Woo, who enjoy^ 
U.S. backing, gradually 
gaine d the Upper hand. 

In May of 1980 they felt 
strong enough to impose 
martial law on the whole 
country, citing a threat from 
Communist North Korea. 
The citizens of the city of 
Kwangju, capital of the tra- 
ditionally rebellion 
province of Cholla, rose in 
protest, and for ten days 
they held the city. Then 
Chun sent special forces' 


troops into the city, and in a 
single day, using machine- 
guns and even flame- 
throwers against civilians, 
they drowned the revolt in 
blood. 

Chun Doo-Hwan 

emerged as South Korea's 
undisputed ruler, and thou- 
sands of democrats were 
jailed or fled into exile. He 
presided over the pe^ 
years of the economic mir- 
acle that made South Korea 
an industrialised country, 
and was even able to pass 
on the presidency to Roh 
Tae-Woo in 1988. But no 
sentient South Koreans 
ever believed their excuse 
that Kwangju was a 
Communist uprising insti- 
gated by North Korea. 

Daring the delicate transi- 
tion to democracy in 1993, 
no legal action was taken 
against the former dicta- 
tors. They must have 
assumed that, as in other 
former tyrannies from 
Chile and South Africa to 
Russia and Thailand, lead- 
ing members of the old 
regime would benefit from 
an amnesty, formal or tacit, 
on their past crimes. But 
last December they were 
arrested, along with a half- 
dozen other former senior 
ofTicers who were their 
closest collaborators, and 
cbaiged with corruption, 
sedition and massacre. 

In an Asia where many 
regimes still try to use rapid 
economic growth as an 
excuse for tyranny, but 
where democracy has been 
spreading inexorably for 
the past decade, the trials of 
Chun, Roh and their col- 
leagues resonate far beyond 
South Korea's borders. 

In the short run, they are 
bound to heighten resis- 
tance to change in places 
like China, North Korea. 


Vietnam, Indonesia and 
Burma. But in the longer 
run they weaken those 
regimes, by showing that 
nobody is beyond the reach 
of the law. Those outside 
the regimes can hope for 
Justice eventually, and the 
rulers' own willingness to 
defend their power with 
deadly force is undermined. 

In practice, of course, 
there is no country in foe 
world where the law is foe 
same for foe rich and foe 
poor, for foe powerful and 
the weak. But that is foe 
ideal on which democratic 
countries are based, and foe 
harder they tiy to make it 
real, foe stronger their 
democracy becomes. 

Chun v^l not really be 
executed for his crimes, 
and Roh will not spend foe 
rest of his life in prison. 
They will probably both be 
fou^ guilty later this 
month, but foey will most 
likely be handed more 
modest prison sentences, 
and then be pardoned and 
freed from prison by 
President Kim Young-Sam 
after serving only a few 
months in jail. Tliey may 
not even have to give back 
foe fortunes they amassed 
through taking bribes while 
they were in power. 

lliis will be a distressing 
outcome for the survivors 
of foe Kwangju massacre 
and foe relatives of those 
who were killed, but foe 
essential purposes of jus- 
tice and d^ocracy will be 
served. The point is not so 
much to punish these old 
men as to show that dicta- 
tors are not above foe law. 

It may seem unsatisfacto- 
ly to foe citizens of 
Kwangju. But it will be a 
very worrisome precedent 
for many poweifol auto- 
crats elsewhere in Asia. 


of the rising cost of exports will be mwal. 

Swings and consumption will increase as real 

witich will expand investment and pr^uction ^ 
su^tkiHordan's growth rate. Addition^ly. Jorda^ 
manufacturing base which has long suffered from a lack 
of raedium-to-long-term financing, a prerequisite for a 
manufacturing takl-off. would have 
funds' stable savings tend to increase foe stability of 
invStment funds aSd reduce investment uncertamty, a 
stigma that has plagued the production of nianufactured 
Bc»ds and diverted investment spending lo foe ever-use- 
less custom of freezing funds in foe cons^uon industry. 
fContrary to what some analysts may believe, or attempt 
to oropagate. investment in foe construction sector is non- 
ODtirad relative to investment in manufactunng becaure 
investment in housing and construction has a low muln- 
plier and produces little or no learning — no positive 
externality — to the labour and capital inputs). 

Jordan, bv enforcing a minimurn wage rate, would be 
correcting another market irregularity : The replacement of 
local labour by foreign labour. Most significantly, this pol- 
icy would be another piece in foe puzzle; however, the 
total solution requires foe use of micro and macro eco- 
nomic policy to bring about a lean, con^tmve and 
emerging twenty first-century economy. Other pieces 
which are being pul in place are: The new economic laws, 
privatisation and foe harmonisation of Jordanian stan- 
dards with those of foe rest of foe world. 


A new taste for 


By Amir Taheri 


ALGIERS — A new buzz- 
word in Algeria these days is 
taadudiyah. which means 
“pluralism.” After almost a 
decade of crisis, foe North 
African nation seems to be 
edging towards consensus 
on holding a general elec- 
tion witi^ foe next six 
months. 

llie cancell^on of foe 
general election of 1991, in 
which ite Islamic funda-; 
mentalists were poised to 
win. unleashed foe crisis that 
pushed foe country into a 
cycle of violence that has 
claimed at least 30,Q(X) lives. 

A frequent visitor to 
Algeria is struck by foe 
changed tone of foe authori- 
ties and foe principal opposi- 
tion leaders. The latter no 
longer speak of boycotting 
any elections oiganised by 
the administration . of 
President Lamine Zeroual, 
which has set aside all talk 
of “eradicating” foe funda- 
mentalists like “poisonous 
weed in a garden.” 

During foe past six weeks. 
Mr. Zeroual has held more 
than 200 hours of talks with 
leaders of some three dozen 
political parties, trade 
unions and social and cultur- 
al associations. The object 
has been consensus on 
reform of the constitution 
and rules for electing a new 
National Assembly. 

There is division on the 
timing of foe constitutional 
reform, but near unanimity 
on foe need to hold a gener- 
al election. A series of fur- 
ther talks are planned, to be 
followed by a “nadonaJ con- 
ference'* in September. 

'Two points must be borne 
m mind by anyone who 
wishes to understand 
Algeria.” says Prime 
Minister Ahmad Ouyahia in 
his o£5ce. “The first is that 
no one can impose a model 
of socie^ on Algerians. The 
second is that we are com- 
mitted to holding elections 
for all remaining oigans of 
government by the end of 
next year." 

The pledge is welcomed 
by opposition leaders who 
have been pressing for fresh 
elections since 1992. 

“Only plurato can help 
take us out of foe impasse 
created by decades of one- 
p^ rule," says Siddiq 
Dibaili. foe socia^t opposi- 
tion leader. “There is no mil- 
itary solution to our prob- 
lems." 

The sentiment is echoed 
by Said Sadi, the centrist 
opposition leader. 

'Terrorism has been defeat- 
ed thanks to foe resistance of 
the ordinary people. There is 
no excuse for postponing foe 
geiieral election and perpet- 
uating one-party rule in a 
new guise.” 

Some opposition parties 
boycotted last November's 
presidential election. The 
massive turnout persuaded 


them foal Algerians are 
thirsty for elections, even 
impeifect ones. “Almost any 
election is better than no 
election at all." says 
Mohammad Abu-Salim. rec- 
tor of Oran University. The 
national debate must be 
taken to the people for the 
final word." 

There is little nostalgia for 
foe fafoer-knows-best 
regime of Honari 
.. Boum6dieime, who 
1 -Algerian politics m suspeiyt 
animation:' Millions of 
Algerians have lived and 
worked in Wesiem democ- 
racies. An estimated 4.5 mil- 
lion have access to sateflire 
television, often pirated. Go 
to any tea-house, even in a 
remote village, and you hear 
intelligent political discus- 
sion. 

“We are part of the 
Mediterranean.” says Amina 
Ribahi, elected Miss Algeria 
last week. “We want to live 
like foe Spaniards, the 
Italians and the French. Give 
us half a chance and we 
will.” 

She has had more than half 
a chance. Her family is from 
a village in Urn Al Bawaqi, 
one of foe country's least 
developed regions. She is 
now in second year of med- 
ical school and is reading 
Faulkner and Pus hkin on die 
side. 

Algeria has been su1:gect to 
two rival currents of politi- 
cal thought One, from the 
east has sought to efface its 
Mediterranean heritage, 
which dates back to foe 
days of the Roman Empire. 

Tn every .Algerian foere is . 
a Frenchman hiding,'’ Ali 
Benhadj, foe fimHamantalist 
leader, told a visiting jour- 
nalist in 1991. “Our t ask is 
to bring that Frenchman out 
and kill him.” 

His mirror i mag e in pro- 
vided by foe “eradicaiioD- 
ists” who dream of “de- 
Arabising” Algeria. “For 
God's sake, why are we 
regarded as Arabs?" asks a 
former Algerian ambas- 
sador. “Those who beat the 
drum of Arabism portray 
democracy as a Western dis- 
ease. But Algeria has always 
been affect^ by currents of 
thought from the W?st” 

A visitor to Algeria these 
days is struck by foe mcxkr- 
ation of most political 
aefors, including fundameo- 
tahst leaders still at large. 

“Even if pur party is 
excluded, we still think foal 
an election is a step in the 
right direction.” says a for- 
mer leader of foe b anned 
hlamic Salvation Firont. 
“Our party could register 
under a new name and fidd 
canfodates, or support other 
parties that share its con- 
cerns." 


The writer is an Iranian 
jou^list and author. This 
article is reprinted fiom the 
International Herald 
Tribune. 
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Saudi, Jordanian leaders hold talks 


(Continned from pngp 

Kingdom and promised to 
pursue peace with Israel’s 
Arab neighbours in a bid to 
soothe Arab alarms over his 
hardline stance and refusal 
to return Arab territory to 
Arabs in exchange for 
peace. 

Reports that the Jordanian 
and Saudi leaders would 
discuss a proposal for an 
Arab mini-summit of heads 
of state directly involved in 
the peace process could not 
be independently con- 
firmed. 

Tbe visit is of utmost 
importance,” Information 
Minister Marwan Muasher 
said before the King left 
Amman. “It aims at con- 
solidating brotherly ties 
between our two countries 
and to restore them to their 
natural course.” 

The visit coincided with 
the 44th anniversary of 
King Hussein’s accession 
to the Hashemite throne 
when he was 17. 

The King's talks with the 
Saudi leaders are also 
expected to cover means to 


enhance economic coopera- 
tion through trade and joint 
projects and increasing the 
number of Jordanians 
reciuiied to work in Saudi 
Arabia. 

King Hussein is also 
exp^ted to assure the 
baudi leadership of contin- 
ued Jordanian help in coun- 
lenng any threat to the 
security and stabili^ of 
Saudi Arabia and other 
Gulf countries, officials 
said. Saudi sources quoted 
by international news agen- 
cies ^ said Jordan recently 
provided Saudi authorities 
with information related to 
groups suspected of the 
November and June bomb- 
ings ag^st U.S. interests 
in Saudi Arabia and to pro- 
Iranian guerrillas. 

Jordan has a history of 
close security cooperation 
with Gulf countries. 

The situation in Iraq was 
also exp^ted to figure high 
in the King's talks in Jed- 
dah. 

A Jordanian official quot- 
ed by Agence France Presse 
said the talks would “crown 
the process of normalisa- 


tion begun in the summer 
of 1995,” adding there were 
high hopes “of major, tan- 
gible results on the political 
and economic levels.” 

An Arab diplomat in 
Riyadh told AFP that the 
discussions were aimed at 
“clearing the last hurdle on 
the path to restoring” full 
and normal ties. 

Jordanian officials in 
Amman said that after 
Saudi Arabia King Hussein 
might go to Qatar. Bahrain 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates in the next few weeks. 

“Jordan wants to lay the 
foundations for a proper 
economic and security part- 
nership with Saudi Arabia 
and its allies in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC),” said an Arab diplo- 
mat quoted by Reuters. 

Jordan, he added, was 
ready to share more securi- 
ty information and would 
like the GCC to hire more 
Jordanian workers and 
open markets to Jordanian 
goods to help ease its eco- 
nomic and unemployraeoi 
problems. 


lew taste for Netanyahu: Jerusalem accord impossible 
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(Continiied from p«g^ 1) 

Jerusalem will remain the 
“eternal coital'* of the Jew- 
ish state. 

Id addition, Mr. 
Netanyahu on Friday 
demanded that the Palestin- 
ian National Authority halt 
all political activity in F^s t 
Jerusalem as a condition 
for pursuing the peace 
process. 

In the interview, Mr. 
Netanyahu said his view of 
a future “Palestinian entity” 
would involve granting 
“very extensive autonomy 
which would allow Pales- 
tinians to manage their own 
affairs freely and with dig- 
nity." 


“But everything concern- 
ing security will remain in 
Israel's hands to ensure that 
Israel will continue to 
exist,” he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who has 
yet to meet with Yasser 
Arafat, reiterated his off- 
stated formula that consid- 
ering encountering the 
Palestinian president only 
“if this becomes necessary 
to ensure Israel's security.” 
He confirmed, however, 
that Defence Minister 
\ltzhak Mordechai would 
meet hfr. Arafat soon to dis- 
cuss “issues of common 
interest, notably in the 
security area.” 

Foreign Minister David 
Levy is ±e only Israeli cab- 


inet member to have met 
Mr. Arafat since the 
Netanyahu government was 
initiate on June 18. 

Mr. Arafat atl^ked Mr. 
Netanyahu's statement, 
saying it was not up to the 
Israeli leader to decide the 
future of the Palestinians. 

'"We will achieve our goal 
for independence, a Pales- 
tinian state” said Mr. 
Arafat, returning from a trip 
to Cairo. 

Wrapping up his Al Quds 
interview on a lighter note. 
Mr. Netanyahu said he 
hoped one day to learn Ara- 
bic “as it is spoken by the 
Palestinians.” 
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Kaha^ani: Hebron niove ‘very near’ 


^Continued from 1) 

Denmark, Italy. Sweden and 
"Uiikey. 

In Cairo. Palestiman Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat's Fateh 
faction decided to ask the 
United Nations to deal with 
Israeli policy on expanding 
Jewish settlements, vowing 
to take unspecified "cem- 
crete measures ” 



The Central Committee for 


Fateh, the main group of the 

•.•T 

Palestine Liberation Organi- 

^ f lA ' 

sation (PLO), decided to 


submit to the UJ4. the new 


Israeli policy on setdements 


in the West Bank and Gaza, 

^ 

said Farouk Kaddoumi. the 

:?!f ■ ” 

PLO's external relations 


chief. 

gi t/'t ■ 

“The participants have 

!'**' 

agreed on concrete measures 
for dealing with the Israeli 

g; W* • 

policy of completely ignor- 


ing a^ neglecting die peace 

»Vj • 

(ffocess a^ the agreements 


that were concluded," he told 

* 

repcxteis after die meeting. 

LTrt'.* • • 

Mr. Kaddoumi refused to 

a’-., • 

say what the “concrete mea- 


sures” were, adding only 


that “thQ^ will be ^ipUed on 

- 

the grou^.” 

4 .r 

Tbe Israeli government last 


week decided to lift a partial 


freeze on new setdement 

T • 

construction in the 


Bank and Gaza Strip 


^ impose^ by the previoi^ 

.is*. — 

Labour government when it 


came to power in 1992. 

: liii 

Mr. Netanyahu, who was 


elected May 29, said diat the 


P^estinians must cease all 


diplomatic activity in Eart 


Jerusalem before Israeli- 

^ . V- - 

Palestinian negotiations 

••iv 

would resume. 


»*«»» • * 
•. . 

-*• 


• •• 


i- - 

I fc » A 5- 


The Fateh meeting beg^n 
late Saturday after talks 
between Mr. Arafat and 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

‘The accession to power of 
Prime Minister Netanyahu 
audits repercussions on the 

Palestinian peace track con- 
cerning settlements, the 
redeployment from Hclron 
and the declared intention 
nor to implement accords 
already signed.” were the 
main issues discussed Satur- 
day, central committee mem- 
ber Mohammad Ghneim 
said, 

“Settlements are the 
biggest danger that threaten 
to des&oy the peace process 
and they must be confronted 
by Palestinians firsdy and by 


the Arab and international 
communities,” said Nabil 
Shaath, muiister of plamiii^ 
and economic cooperation in 
the Palestinian National 
Authority. 

“We cannot stand with our 
hands tied in the face of the 
setdement issue. No one can 
imagine that setdements and 
peace can ooexisL..Settle- 
ments have to be stopped and 
this was one of the major 
concerns of (his meeting.” 
Mr. Shaath told reporters. 

Mr. Kaddoumi said Pales- 
tinians would use all legal 
means at their disposal to 
oppose (he settlement move. 

“We (Fateh) decided to 
confront the Israeli measures 
that repr e sent a blow to tbe 
peace process and show a 
lack of concern to 
international public opinion. 
These decisions are to be 
implemented on the ground 
and embody confionting sm- 
tlements with all that is in 
our legal capability,” Mr. 
Kaddoumi said. 

“The measures taken by 
Israel on occupied Arab land 
show that Netanyahu has 
turned his back on die peace 
process. We will take all 
legal means decreed by 
international legislation. The 
United Nations is one of the 
basic means because tbe 
peace process is determined 
by its resolutioDS,” be added. 

Palestinians are also angry 
over Israel's demand on Fri- 
day diat the Palestine Liber- 
ittion Organisation (PLO) 
halt its activity in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

‘The world and Mr. 
Netanyahu must understand 
that developments which 
hurt two things in particular 
can end the whole peace 
process,” said Faisal AIHus- 
seini, PLOappointed 
cial in charge of Palestinians 
affairs in Jerusalem. 

‘These are if tbe policy on 
settlements is changed and 

the Israelis once again build 

new seitleraems or expand 
old ones, and if they 
working in Jen^em, trying 
to change reality , 

the benefit of Israehs. AH ot 
diese things can end imme- 
diately hopes for peace, be 
added. 

Mr. Arafal said m an mier- 

view broadcast late Sunday 
by Israel Tfelevision that if 
his peace goals were frustrat- 
ed by the Jewish state he 


would turn to intemational 
arbitration. 

“Arbitration. We have the 
United Nations, we have the 
Hague, we have the co-spon- 
sors. we have the Security 
Couiuil, we have the Euro- 
peans. We'll go to arbitra- 
tion.” Mr. Ara^ said when 
asked what he would do if in 
final talks tbe goal of an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state 
with Jerusalem as capital was 
not realised. 

The United States and Rus- 
sia are the co-sponsors of the 
peace negotiations between 
Isnael and tbe F^^tinians, 
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon 
which were launched in 
Madrid in 1991. Mr. Arafat 
also said Mr. Netanyahu 
would soon have to end his 
resistance and metthim. 

“He can't ignore me. He is 
trying to avoid to meet me 
now," Mr. Arafat said in tbe 
interview conducted in Eng- 
lish. 

T am the most important 
figure in tbe Middle East's 
(Ulemma. in die Middle East 
equation.” Mr. Arafat said, 
reminding the iDter>newer 
Jordan only made peace with 
the Jewish state in 1994 after 
the I^estiraans cut an incer- 
im deal in 1993. 


The closure of Orient House 
means loss of hope — Husseini 

7 clearly see two capitals, not a rough division of the city but two 
parts, with an access, which is both unhampered and mutual’ 

If something happens to Arafat, there will be elections’ 


By Daphna Barak 

EAST JERUSALEM — The 
Israeli soldiers looking at my crew 
as we entered Ment House to 
interview F^saJ Husseini, a chief 
Palestinian official, seemed hesi- 
tant as to whedter or not they 
should interrupt us. Our chatter in 
English dedded die matter — no! 
We were not speaking Arabic, and 
were it not for my blond hair, I am 
witling to that th^ would have 
found a way to stop us. And this is 
daily reality at this beautiful house 
which has become a symbol of the 
Israeli-t^estinian confUcL It is 
here they try d> implement, on a 
daily basis, borderline words like 
“co-existtnee." 

Question: Faisal Husseini, this 
controversial house belongs to 
your family, please recount a bit 
of the building’s history. 

Answer. Of course, tbe house 
belongs to my fomily. Important as 
well as famous people have visited 
it, such as German Emperor Wil- 
helm n, Ethiopian Emperor Haile 
Selassie and his wife, P^ce Faisal 
Ibn Al Hussein, who came for his 
father’s funeral.... Throughout the 
years it has served as a hotel, after 
1948 it deteriorated, obviously. 
Since 1992-1993 it has resum^ 
being a l^estmian guest-house. 

Q: *Tt resumed being a Pales- 
tinian guest-faoDse’’ as a result oi 
a spootaneons decision, or was it 
a more gradual process? 

A: It came gradually; under this 
roof we house die Arab Study Soci- 
ety. tbe Documeotation Centre, the 
IiiformatioQ Centre, the Centre for 
Land and l^perty Studies, the 
Centre foe the E>efence of Palestin- 
ian . Rights.. My office is 
resptiostble'for'ielafi with the 
Israeli government and the media 
that we may accelerate tbe peace 
process.” 

Q: Tbe new LOcud government 
has declared its intention to close 
Orient House. Wbat will that do 
to the Palestinians? 

A: That would be a blow and not 
only for tbe Palestinian people! 
Listen, in 1993. when tbe Israefis 
decided to have live (satellite) 
transmissions of tbe peace cere- 
monies, they based them in two 
locations: one was the White 
House, and tbe ocher was the Ori- 
ent House. This points to tbe 
importance of dds place, its sym- 
bolism. It says eveijihiDg! For tbe 
Palestinian it symbolises 
Jerusalem. Qosure of the House 
would symbolise for us. that 
Jerusalem is not even being consid- 
ered at the peace talks:! symbolis- 
ing) a loss hope. 

Q: Let’s talk about Jerusalem, 

I understand that unofficial talks 
were beJd between Israelis and 
Arabs about its future. 

A; It is difficult ft)r us to assert 
that there have been negotiations 
about Jerusalem. These were — 
these are — academic conveisa- 
tions. Whatever the offer will be — 

I don’t care, just so long as it 
means the end of diis taboo on 
Jerusalem.. Hiis is a taboo that 
^plies to both sides, but especially 
to the Israelis. 

Q: How do you, Faisal Hussei- 


ni, envision tbe futore of 
Jernsal^? 

A: I clearly see two capitals, not 
a rough division of the city but two 
parts, with an access, which is both 
unhampered and mutual. 

Q: And where exactly would 
you establish the border between 
the two parts? 

A: Well, we are committed, or 
restricted, to the U.N. decision 
(Resolution 242), which states that 
the conflicting parties must return 
to 1967 borders, and also that the 
entire world does not want it 
(Jerusalem) divided in half... 

Q: With the new Likud govern- 
ment, bow realistic is peace? 

A: Look, the Oslo agreement 
does not commit only the Labour 
Party. It is something that came out 
of a worldwide need for a solution 
to this area. We, the Palestinians, 
feel that we have paid a high price, 
and I understand that the Israelis 
feel the same way... 

Q: Are conversations being 
held with the Likud ? 

A: Look, firstly — they will 
understand, they must understand, 
with time everyone will under- 
stand, the need for peace. In the 
be^nning, th^ (the Likud) spoke 
of their intentioD to close the Ori- 
ent House, afteniords they spoke 
of the intention to close sections of 
the House. You are sitting with me 
here.,.. It's easy to talk when you 
are the opposition. When you cre- 
ate a government — you join part 
of the world community, 'ifou have 
a commitment to the world, 

Q: Have (here been conversa- 
tions with any of the Likud’s 
senior people? 

A: The only one with whom we 
met was Moshe Amirav (a former 
Likud activist) and you recall the 
results (expulsion from the party), 
Roni Miloh (Mayor of Tel Aviv) • 
also met with us and his fore near- 
ly suffered the same fate as Ami- 
lav’s. As for the meeting between 
David Levy. Israel's new foreign 
minister, and Yasser Arafat — if 
you exchange tbe faces, you will 
get a picture similar to tbe peace 
ceremony with Rabin-Peres- 
ArafaL Exactly the same piemre 
that was used by the Likud election 
campaign against tbe Israeli 
Labour Party... 

Q: Let’s talk about Yasser 
Ai^t’s role. 

A: (Long silence) Yes... 

Q: Yes? 

A: You know, when we began to 
talk about peace, and James Baker, 
the former American foreign min- 
ister, visited regulariy. he said: ‘1 
am tbe only game in town!* Now 
two years have passed and no one, 
including Yasser Arafat himself, is 
satisfied with wbat has been done. 

Q: Wbat has been his ( Arafat) 
biggest mistake? 

A: You can only speak about a 
mao's mistakes once you have bad 
his job. Hist, wbat seems like a 
mistake now may later be proven 
as brilliant Secondly, maybe he 
will make even bigger mistakes... 

Q: You are meutitmed as one of 
Ai^at’s potential biers. 

A: That rumour was probably 
spread by someone who covets his 
role. I believe that Arafat is leading 
his people in a very difficult situa- 


tion, he must cope with huge prob- 
lems, 1 don't think that there are 
many who want to be in his shoes. 
But, life continues, leaders change, 
we have a system. If something 
happens to Arafat, his heir will be 
active within 60 days. Afterwards, 
there will be elections. 

Q: And io those elections — 
will you run? 

A; No, no: I will not run given the 
absence of the question of 
Jerusalem on the platform. This is 
not a borderline, insignificant fac- 
tor which can be hastily amended 
to the platform. If U.N, decisioa 
242 is recognised as part of the 
platform. I will run,. But not a 
minute before. 

Q; Maybe the time has come 
for Arafat to go home? There are 
those who say “he has led his 
people in the desert, like Moses, 
and now. there’s need for new 
blood!” 

A: Ah, but look how the Jews 
have suffered after those years in 
the desert... seriously: We are talk- 
ing here about a maximum of two 
terms, or 10 years total, in office 
for the leader of the new state. Now 
the question remains: Will it be so 
for Arafat?Ten more years? Or will 
it be reUT>active?... I suppose that 
he can ‘mn' for one more tenn. 

Q: Ten years from now wbat 
will the ^estinian entity look 
Uke? 

A: More fascinating. I think, is to 
conceive of 20 years from now: the 
Middle Eastern community will be 
like the European community. In 
April 1989 I said that in the next 
century there will be no room for 
small countries. And I meant Eng- 
land, Germany. France... 

Q: Those are small countries? 

A: Yes. so imagine what will hap- 
pen to Israel. Jordan. Lebanon... 

^ Q: You visited the Gulf coun- 
tries at the end of July. 

A: Yes, I visited Qatar and Oman, 
in order to hear about the visit of 
Dore Gold. Beyamin Netanyahu’s 
advisor. 1 reported to them and also 
received their reports. Afterwards, I 
visited Saudi Arabia, seeking sup- 
port and assistance for the Pales- 
tinians. 

Q: Relations with the Saudis 
are Improving? 

A: Contrary to reports, they never 
completely terminated, they only 
slowed down.. . 

Q; Are you trying to renew 
relations with Kuwait? 

A: Yes. now is tbe time to begin 
newly; we are initiating first con- 
tacts. 

Q: When ffie exact 

moment you felt that there might 
be a chwee for peace in the 
area? 

A: At tbe b^inning of 1987, that 
was tbe moment it became clear 
that Israel must do something. In 
December of 1986 1 was inter- 
viewed by ‘TTie Jerusalem Post’ I 
talked of peace. The interviewer 
inquired: ‘But why should Israel 
give you an opportunity? What 
pressures Israel?' I answered: ‘We 
will see demonstratioiis. riots. 
Every few months at first, then 
every month, every week...’ Four 
months later, frc»m the moment the 
intifada commenced, everything 
began to roll, tbe riots, the ^.stra- 



Faisal Husseini 

tion, and the r^on for peace. 

Q: Were you surprised by 
Hamas activities during Israel’s 
election campaign? Hamas actu- 
ally empowered tbe Likud! 

A: No, we weren't surprised. 
Look, after Yahya “The En^eer” 
Ayyosh was mur^red we lost con- 
trol. Yes, for five months there were 
no terrorist acts! But ftom the 
moment he was killed, we knew 
that everything was lost, that we 
lost control. It happens all over the 
world and those in the middle 
always pay the price. It was obvi- 
ous that it would strengthen the 
Likud, .Although we anempted to 
prevent this. Before the assassina- 
tion we were successful. After- 
wards everything was lost. There 
was also some panic: “Tbe Likud is 
back, the occupier is back!” Do 
you remember a caricature in ‘The 
Jerusalem Post.’ where Netanyahu 
rides a horse, and the horse's name 
is “Fear"? 

Q: When you were a littie bpy, 
wlrat did you dream about? 

A: I had no childhood — when 1 
was eight, 1 was already an adult. If 
I did not have to fight for my peo- 
ple I would like to be a fanner, a 
man of the earth, who takes his 
family to the beach, to the movies, 
a simple life. 

Q: Would you describe tbe pre- 
sent stage of negotiations? 

A: When the intifada began, it 
was a different kind of war, we 
defined three stages, in an equal 
number of years: The first year was 
to change Ae opinion of the Pales- 
tinian people, to create an inclina- 
tion towaid compromise. The sec- 
ond year w'as to change the 
international opinion as to Pales- 
tinian rights and the third year was 
to change the Israeli opinion 
toward the Palestinians. 

Regretfully, the Gulf war inter- 
rupt^ us. We were then forced to 
add a fourth year, to change Arab 
opinion towi^ our problems. I 
believe that we have succeeded. 
Now that we have convinced 
everyone of our right, to determine 
our own destiny we can deal with 
the challenge of living day to day, 
we cope... 
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8 Economy 


Algeria sets up body to 
steer debate on economy 


PARIS (R) — Al^ao In- 
dent Liamine Zeroual’s top 
^de Saoiiday established a 
coimuittee to piepaie a bioad 
national debate on economic 
strategy, an official statement 
said. 

Ibe statement said die com- 
mittee included ^ivemment 
oSci^ biisioess iquesenta- 
tives and woikeis* lepresenta- 
tives. 

The statement, carded by the 
official Algedan news agency 
APS, invited opposidot poltd- 
cal patties, experts and univer- 
sity economists to join in the 
debate on economic develop- 
ment and social poHt^. 

The Algerian govemment, 
battling a roor-year-old Muslim 
guerrilla uprising in udncii an 
esrimated 50,000 peopk have 
died, is striving to shin a state- 
dominated economy towards a 
fiwmaiiat 

Other economy news shows 
that Algeria exp^ a 10 per 
cent inciease in its oil and giu 
pfoducrioD in 1996 in coapad- 
soQ to 3.5 per cent in 1995. 

*Tbe hydrocarbons sector 
whid readied 3.5 per cent 
growth in 1995 wiD roister a 
10 per cent inciease in 199^'* 
Finance Minister Ahmad Bcn- 
bitour told APS in an interview. 

Algeria’s oil and gas exports 
amounted to $9,730 billion in 
1995 agsasst $8,435 inUioo in 


1994. 

Mn BenbiiDDr did not give 
figoies tor the cooDtiy’s ofl and 
gas exports in 1996 whidt ate 
heavily to the spot mar- 
ket crude {xices. 

But be said Algeria is cgunt- 
ing on oil and gas earnings to 
meet fordgn defat payments 
and to pay for invorts to toed 
its 28 million people and 
inports fm its indo^, ranoiog 
atbalfofitscapadty. 

“We are not counting every 
now ' and then in the inrtostry 
and bousing and public worics 
sectors to earn the foreign cur- 
rency necessary for paying 
bade die foiei^ debt,” he said. 

Ml Beabib^ ruled out that 
Algeria will seek a new fordgn 
leschednling debt from ^ 
Paris Qub govemment ciedi- 
tois. 

“Algeria wiS not conduct a 
tiiito debt lescbedDliDg,** be 
insis^ qiparentely rebuffing 
predictions by locd analysts 
suggesting the North Afiicao 
conntiy may be forced to seek 
another d^ relief in die 
fimiie. 

Algeria signed two debt 
rescheduling deals with Paris 
Gub in 1994 and 1995 tor a 
to^ of mexB dian $12 billion. 

R also concluded a $3.2 bil- 
lion agreements in its debts to 
commeidal banks respectively 
in Londrm and Geneva in last 


June and July. 

The Algerian debt, estimated 
at ^2 ^on at the end of 
1995, will be less than $40 bO- 
Uon in 2004, Ml Benlritour 
said., 

‘'Tbe debt stock wQl still be 
below $40 Inllion (in 2004) and 
the dd)t servidiig rate will 
remaii} at 50 per cent and tbe 
debt/expoits will shiinlc to 
210 per cent toom 316 per cent 
ml994v”hesaid. 

Algeria has incre&ed hs ncm^’ 
oil and gas escorts by 56 per 
cent in tbe first seven months 
of 1996 to $418 mOlion from 
1^83 n^cm in dK same period 
last yean 

Algerian Prime Minister 
Ahmad Oayahia, who gave the 
fignres during a news confer- 
ence^ said the non-oQ and gas 
expents weidd reach $Z0 M- 
Jira in die next four years. 

“Ihe goal set to readi $10. 
billion from oon-oQ and gas 
exports is widiin hand’s leai^'" 
AK quoted Me Onyahia as 
saying at the news coiitoreiice. 

Algeria’s overall mqxnts 
cHmbed to $10,240 billion in 
1995 from $8,501 bilUon in 
19H acconfing to official fig- 
ures. The oil and gas, wbi^ 
dominate die country’s expoos 
structure, amounted to $9,730 
billioa in 1995 against 48.485 
billion in 1994 


French government to cut 6,500 
jobs, slash spending by 60b francs 


PARIS (AFP). — France 
will eliminate 6,500 public 
sector jobs as part of apian 
to slash spending by 60 
billioa francs ($12 bilUon ) 
next year and qualify as a 
founding member of the 
single European currency. 
Budget Master Al^ 
Lamassoore has said. 

Ml Lamassoure decl- 
ared: *This is an oiqasce- 
dented effort to reduce 
expenditure and' founts' 
to savings bUlion 

francs.” 

“France will be able to 
achieve two objectives: 
Reduce taxes in 1997 and 
qualify for economic and 
monetary union (EMU) 
from Jan.l, 1999.” Mt 
Lamassoure said. 


Last week, each minister 
received a confidential let- 
ter coatauring die figure by 
which departmental expen- 
diture to be reduced 
firom the figure this year. 

“Amid this effort for 
good management, the 
concerns of the French 
people have not been for- 
gotten and resources for 
the ministries of educa- 
tion, health and justice will 
be iricreased,'' the nunister 
said. 

But under tbe draft bud- 
get for 1997 the number of 
people enqiloyed in the 
public sector would be 
reduced by a net amount of 
6,500 10 7,000. . 

Mr. Lamassoure said that 
President Jacques Chirac 


had praised the govem- 
ment for having brought 
public expenditure under 
control in a way which was 
without precedent under 
the nftti Republic “and 
probably in mir entire his- 
tory.” 

IMme Minister Alain 
Juppe said: “Wb shall not 
spe^ more in 1997 than in 

The o^'d^vof natioaa! 
eccnmlmb'^liilf monetary 
polid^ in 1997 is to be 
used at tbe beginning of 
1998 to detmnine which 
countries of the European 
Uiiicm qualify to be 
founders of tbe dngle cur- 
rency. 


THE Daily Crossword by Stephen Horeck 


ACROSS 
1 Dusting powder 
5 Gemstone 
9 Chemical 
compound 

14 Samoan capital 

15 Frigga's 
husband 

16 Land or sea end 

17 Revived, in a 
way 

19 Inflamed spots 

20 Wood chopper 

21 Come upon 

22 Certain 
socialites 

23 Depict 

25 Great party 

28 By reason of this 

29 Converse 

32 Transfer a plant 
34 Hygienic 
36 Qom native 

39 Certain Russian 
lady: var. 

40 Subtie 
distinctions 

42 Restrict 

43 Turn to the right 

44 Laundry worker 

47 Vegetable 

48 Abundance 
50 Brands 

53 Scrawny 

54 Legume 

57 Ancient Greek 
marketplace 

58 Blushing 

60 Suburb of Ft. 
Worth 

61 Russian city 

62 Medicinal pf£mf 

63 Hindu queen 

64 Abstract being 

65 Church benches 


1 

2 

3 

4 

14 




17 




20 



■ 



SO 

5) 

52 



57 





60 





63 
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DOWN 

1 Scarlett's home 

2 Highest point 

3 Biography 

4 Elevator cage 

5 Pulitzer 

6 Cling 

7 Calorie counters 

8 Conclude 

9 indispensable 

10 Sir Walter 


11 Sailors 

12 Dueling sword 

13 What's left 

18 Linguistic suffix 

22 Denim pants 

23 European river 

24 Membership 

25 Convey 

26 Elevated 
dwelling 

27 The last frontier 

29 Peruvian tennis 
star. Yzaga 

30 A Palmer 

31 Lawman Earp 
33 Tickle 

35 Clan 

37 Buenos — 

38 Sign type 
41 Concealed 

attackers 

45 Chopin works 

46 Ladder step 

48 Intrinsicailv 

49 Color 

50 "Cowardly lion” 
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□□QBD _ 
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51 Water Sp. 

52 on the 
Fourth of July” 
54 Stack 


55 Plenty, to poets 

56 Long time 

58 Fish eggs 

59 Doze 
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Turks seek $870m food sale to Iraq 


BAGHDAD (R) — Turkey 
is trying to secure food sale 
contracts ifor all the $870 
tniiiinn fraq has allocated 
for buying foodstufifr under 
hs'oil-fbr-fiood plan agreed 
with die United Nations, a 
Turkish businessman said 
Sunday. 

A delegarion of 27 Tbik- 
ish bushtossmen is holding 
talks in Baghdad over trade 
under the plan aUow- 
ing Iraq to sell $2 billion 
of oil over six 
months to buy food and 

medicines. 

Ahmet Kuscidn, member . 
of. the executive board of 
the Istanbul rThamiw of 
Commerce, said Tuikey 
was ready to meet fraq’s 
entire food needs under the 
plan for which Baghdad has 


allocated $870 million. 

“We axe trying to export 
to Iraq (food worth 
these $870 million,” he told 
Renleis. 

Iraq has been under strict 
trade sanctions since it 
invaded Kuwait six. years 
ago tins mondL 

Under tbe plan, fraq 
would be left with $1,135 
billioa after paying xepara- 
ixoDS for invasion vidtms 
and otfaa UJ4. costs. Tbe 
money will be spent under 
U.N. supervision. A UJ'i. 
committee ^Tproved pioce- . 

.dures forizs^toDeznihg tbe 
plan last 

• The bulk of .die limitAH 
oil exports is to be 
shiroed through a pipeline 
to fl Thrkish ter minal on the 
Mediteaaneaa. 


“The aim of our visit. Js 
to siq^Iy Iraq with uigrat 
needs like medicine and 
fbod pro^cts after tbe 
cqxiaticHi of tbe pipeline,^ 
Ml KdscuIu said of tbe 
Tuddsh team, which fol- 
lowed a stream of Euro- 
pe^, Asian and Arab dele- 
gations flocking to Bagh- 
dad since Iraq accepted the 
oil-for-fbod plan in my. 

Turkey has also a^ed the 
United Nations for p^mis- 
sion to iiiqKMt Iraqi crude 
oil in r e ni m for selling fbod 
and medidne to Baghdad 
apart from the -M^ 2(1 
. ^greemeoL 

“Tbtkey is keen to have 
the UX permissioo -to 
allow it to start trade 
exchange with Iraq to 
export food, medicine and 


other humanitariaa ne^ in 
return for imporring Iraqi 
crude” Iraq’s official A1 
Thawra newspaper Sunday 
quoted Me as say- 
ing. 

“Toxkisb businessmen are 
coordinating with the Turk- 
ish government to raise 
trade exchange, with Iraq to 
$1 billioa until gradually it 
reaches pre-trade sanctions 
level which was $2 billion a 
year,” he said 

On Saturday, Turkey's 
Anatolian news agrat^ said 
.'Xbriosta , 'Minister 

Ka;^ Educa- 
tion Minister Mehmet 
Saglam were leaving for 
Baghdad Sunday for talks 
on leopening the oil 
pipeline. 


Iran oil sector seen surviving U.S. sanctions 


DUBAI (R) — Iran’s ambi- 
tions ofl plans will be ham- 
pered bnt not doailed by 
U.S. sanctions that penalise 
new foreign investment in 
Tehran’s crncia] energy sec- 
tor. Gulf economists and oil 
indnstiy sources Sun- 
day. 

The Iran-Ubya sanctions 
act signed by U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Ginton on Aug. 5, 
will riow Iran’s attempts to 
develop its abundant energy 
reserves by detening fm*- 
eigo firms undertaldog cost- 
ly oftohore and other 
export-related projects, they 
said “Tbe new bill has 
poured a glue bottle over 
the whole process...This 
does not mean that the 
(Iran) oil ministry will not 
sign more contracts,” one 
Gulf-based economist said. 

Iran, tbe woild’s main 
source of oil after Saudi 
Arabia and Norway, aims to 
expand existing fields and 
develop new dqiosits to lift 
production c^paci^ to five 
millira barrels per day 
(bpd) in the year 2000 from 
4.1 million bpd 
• .;Tfais will involve projects 
16 ..reinject gas Into , foe 


countr/s existing prolific 
but ageing onshore fields to 
boost recovery rates and to 
develop ffiscovered offshore 
reserves. 

Meting this target would 
again leapfrog Iran over 
Norway in foe oil ^tporters’ 
le^e table and, d^ending 
on bow quickly Iraq can 
bring on new fields with 
foreign help, add to its 
power at foe Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPECT). 

Tehran earns $16 bUlion a 
year from oil exports. 

Under the new U.S. law, 
foreign firms investing $40 
miiiinn OT more anoually in 
either of the two states’ oil 
and gK sectors are c^ten to 
fiTiancial a ry l trade penalties 
from WashingtotL 

Developing even a small 
Iranian offshore oil field 
costs $100 million, accord- 
ing to Tehran oil officials. 

“The law will be a major 
irritant but ic is not going to 
cripple Iran’s oil conq}le:C 
anodier Gulf economist 
said. The first key test for 
foe scope of tfoe new law 
could be a $20 billion gas 
supply project betweeu £ton 


and Tbikey. Tuxldsh Prime 
Minister Neemetrio Erb- 
akan held talks in Iran on 
Sannday which were 
expected to include arrang- 
ing tbe gas deal wbi& 
Adtara says would not coo- 
flia wifo foe newly passed 
Iran-libya sanctions law. 

“Acconfing to this agzee- 
meot, we are making invest- 
ments on our own teiritory,” 
a Turidsh energy official 
said Samiday. 

U.S. Senior Alfonse 
D’ Amato, a primary archi- 
tect behind tbe has 
already called on foe Clin- 
ton administration to press 
Thzkey to abaodon its plans 
for a gas deal wifo Iran. 

Washington’s key allies in 
Europe and Asia have 
denounced tbe extra-teniio- 
rial naniFe of the bilL 

Iranian Oil Minister Gbo- 
larmeza Aghazadeb has 
said foe law is doomed to 


failure even before its 
implementarion and that 
Ban’s oil ministry is in 
negotiations with frxeign 
firms interested in a fl(^ 
of oQ projects tendered last 
year. 

Iranian oil officials stress 
that foe state oil firm I^OC 
(National Iranian Oil Com- 
pany) does not need foreign 
tedmology to cany out 


energy projects and NIOC 
has embariced on several 


{sojects on its own such as 
tte first-phase development 
of the huge South Pars gas 
field. 

Wifo foe government 
weighed down by forei^ 
debt of more than $40 bil- 
lion, NIOC has had its allo- 
cated share of scarce for- 
eign currency capped. But it 
is allowed to go to foreign 
firms who have better 
access to international capi- 
tal. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“Stanley can’t play softball tonight. 
His inner child is grounded.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Henri AmoW and Mks ArgMon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
arte letter to each square, to form 
totir ortfnary wortts. 


WANTY 


n 

m 

eianutMUB 

□ 

ikiS«vk 

: } 
mm. 


[u 

INOMT 




□ 



CALBEM 


.□IC 



SMOORE 

m 



WHAT rnev 
CAi-UEP THE 
SIGN MAKER. 




Now arrange the circled lettois to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answerh&res 


.-AQxi-mixm 


Saturdey^ 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GROUP PRIOR BEGONE ENTIRE 
Answer. VWnchlng arm wrestlers can be this — 
GRIPPING 


Peanuts 


YOU HAVE NO IDEA HOW 
ANNOYING IT IE FOR ME 10 
HAVETOLOOK AT YOU 
H0LP1N6 THAT STUPID BLANKET! 

U/HY DONT 
YOU JUST 

face the 

OTHER \*)Ml 


MM- 


MX 



Andy Capp 




horoscope 
forecast FOR 
MONDAY, AUGUST 
12, 1996 

By Thomas $. Pierson, 
’Astrologer, Carroll 
Fighter Foundation 



ingful results today con- 
cerning your career activ- 
ities and endeavour to get 
your ideas across. Be 
charming to others later 
this evening and you will 
notice some ’positive 
results occurring. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Tlje daytime 


today may be a little wor- 
risome for your loved 


ones, however, later 
tonight and interesting 
matter comes up and you 
are happy with file results 
which can be promising 
towards your success in 
the days ahead. 



retun 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Be alert and 
alive today to new pro- 
jects and don’t fuss with 
old ones at this time since 
you must proceed cm to 
j]cw Opportunities. 
Relieve any tensions you 
may be under 
evening by relaxing wifo 
your loved ones. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 2i) Keep busy at 
practical affairs - du^g 
the daytime today and 
forget amorous .meander- 
ing. You'll get ahead 
faster if you take the 
advice this evening of 
some knowledgeable per- 
son who can prove you 
with the right answers. 
GEMINI: (May: 21 to 
June 21) Use care in cm- 
versations today wifo 
bigwigs and also your 
mate to avoid a disagree- 
ment which will not solve 
any adverse conditions. 
You get ideas to express 
your talents in terms of 
your career activities at 
this time. 

MOON CHILDREN: (J 
une 22 to July 21) You 
feel that you are disre- 
garded by a close friend 
today, however, don’t let 
this disturb you since 
there is nothing you can 
do about foe situation. 
Later this evening you 
can meet wifo a bigwig 
and discuss your ideas for 

Cll/V^^GC 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Avoid an older person 
today who has been tak- 
ing up too much of your 
time concerning career 
activities and proceed at 
your own pace. You can 
gain long-awaited wishes 
which you have devel- 
oped some plan of action. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) improve 
your health today since 
charm alone does not 
.work today with foat per- 
sqlQ important to you. 
L^ter this evening wilUre 
gbbd for you to meet with 
some close friends in 
some recreations which 
are enjoyable. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) A private 
affair or a letter you 
receive today can make 
you quite disturbed if you 
allow it to occur, howev- 
er, later tonight your mate 
is very soofoing and 1^ 
the right approach to 
make your lire less stress 
involved. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Plan 
how tod^- to get rid of 
some difficulty, however, 
don't take any action yet 
at tbe celestial aspects are 
still unsure. Be romanti- 
cally happy later tonight 
with your mate and show 
some affection towards 
him or her. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) A matter from 
previous days comes 
again today to aggravate 
you so be careM with 
your monies during the 
daytime. Later this 
evening you can 
with someone in authori- 
ty and devise some new 
plan of action. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Try not 
to fuss over today somer 
thing you can do little 
about or you ran find 
yourself in a state of 
emotional tunned. Gain 
the support of important 
people later this evening 
and with their assistance 
you can be successful. 
AQUARIUS: (Jam 
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Business & Finance 

Jordan stock prices 
return to 140-point level 

AXiTLiT A XT #-n% . 


(R) — Jordanian 
stocks held firm at start of 
weddy trade on Saturday 
with enough buying sup- 
port to bring prices above 
the key 140-point psycho- 
logical barrier, dealers said. 

The ofiBcial Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) 
60-share index rose 0.30 
per cent to 140.25 points 
from 139.84 points on 
Wednesday. 

A total of 324,796 shares 
changed hands in bealthy 
930,561 ding turnover 
dominated by a large bloc 
sale in Arab Bank. ' 

The market broke the 
140-point barrier at the end 
of Jane and has rince slid to 
levels not reached since 
1993 bnt has begun to wit- 
ness since start of last week 
a gradual pickup in trade. 

The market was closed 
Sunday to mark King Hus- 


»in’s accession to the 
t^ne. Business will 
resume Monday. 

The AFM has a five-day 
trading week with trade 
suspended on Thursday a*vi 
Friday, the local weekend. 

Of 44 stocks traded, nine- 
teen advanced, eight 
declined and seventeen 
stocks were unchanged. 
One posted a year low. 

Dealers said the market 
condnued to witness 
healthy deals by insdtudon- 
3l players on select indos- 
focu sing on pbanna- 
ceuncal and chemical firms 
in pardcuig. 

This hg helped improve 
bearish sendment that has 
recently prevailed in the 
market, with a wait-and-see 
mood among investors 
awaiting renewed institu- 
tional activity to reactivate 
stagnant trade now primari- 


ly limited to floor traders. 

Investors eye iuJf-yeg 
results and any signs of a 
possible easing of interest 
rates, after prices have 
dropped to oeg bottom lev- 
els.Along with lade of insti- 
tutional support, the mglort 
hg suffered since the start 
of the yeg from a liquichty 
crunch blamed- on hi gh 
interest rates to protect the 

ding, 

Lai^ invgtcrs and insti- 
tutiog have avoided the 
market, which bg fellen 
ovg 20 per cent this yeg, 
with mgt of the tr^ng 
dominated by floor traders. 

The May election of 
Israeli right-wing Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu hg conqxrund- 
ed mgket woes, creating 
uncertainty over the future 
of the five-yeg-old Middle 
Egt peace proceg. 


The Peari investable 
index — an indqiendent 
index of the 45 best-per- 
forming sharg from the 
ofiGda! maricet — rose 0.29 
per cent to 81.22 points. It 
wg 14.96 per cent down on 
last yean 

Banks on 

580,106 ding turnover a^ 
an index., rise, of 0.12 per 

-cent, 'industrials' had a 

259,015 ding turnover and 
iod» rise of 0.56 per cent, 
and services bad a 83,600 
ding turnover and an index 
rise of 0.27 per cent 

A total of 204,950 shares 
worth 99,580 dinars 
changed hands -in weak 
trade in the parallel marke t 
dominated by small deals. 
Six shares were higher, 
eight declined and seven 
were unchanged of 21 trad- 
ed. None posted lows for 
the yeg. 


Boeing buying Rockwell 
aerospace and defence units 


SEATHE (R) — The Boe- 
ing Co. hg taken a giant 
step toward becoming the 
world’s do minant aero- 
space company when it- 
agreed to acquire Rockwell 
fiitemational Corp.'s space 
and defence busi^sses for 
$3.2 billion. 

Boeing, the world’s 
bigggt commercial air- 
plane maker, and Rockwell, 
which built the U.S. space 
shuttles and played a major , 
role in the Apollo moon' 
missions, aimounced an 
agreement under which 
Boeing wilJ acquire Rock- 
well's space a^ defence 
units fOT a combination of 
stock and the gsun^on of 
debt ^ other c^ligations. 

The companies said'm'a 
joint statment that under tbe 


agreement. Boeing will 
issue about $860 million of 
its common stock and 
retain $2,165 billion of. 
Rockwell debt and gsume 
certain pegion obligations 
of Rockwell. 

*This merger accelerates 
us, on our way to ghieving 
og 20-yeg vision, which 
calls for Boeing to be a 
felly integrated aerospace 
con^>any designing, 
duciog and supporting 
commercial airplanes, 
defence systems, and 
defence and civil space sys- 
tems,” Boeing prestdeoc 
and chief executive Phil 
Condit said. 

Amcmg fee major enter- 
prises that Seattle-based 
Boeing is acquiring are 
Rockwell units that pro- 


duce intercontinental and 
tactical missiles, tbe B-IB 
bomber, and rocket propul- 
sion systems. inclucUng the 
space Shuttie main engines. 

All tbe Rockwell units 
being acqohed employ 
about 21,000 people and 
had sales of $3.2 biWon last 
yean 

The new name of tbe 
acquired units will be Boe- 
ing North American Inc., a 
wholly owned subsidiaiy of 
Boeing. Boeing’s defence 
and space group has some 
30,000 employees. 

Rockwell, which is based 
in Downey, California., 
said it is exiting the aero- 
^ace business to cqn^- 
trate on its dectr^cs"^ 
automat^ mano^turing 
businesses. 


“This is an historic step in 
the continuing transfoixna- 
tion of Rockwell, which has 
been shifting strategic 
focus to hi^r grou^ 
commercial and 

intemational businesses, 
with a particular focus on 
electronics, “ said Donald 
Beall, Rockwell’s chairman 
and chief executive. 

Before tbe deal is com- 
pleted, which is expected 
later this year, Rockwell 
will transfer its automation, 
avionics, communicatiotis, 
semico^uctor systems and 
automotive con^Kments 
businesses to a new conqta- 
ny that wiU keep the Ros- 
well name. 

The aimouDcement said 
the new Rockwell will have 
projected sales of $10b. 


Kuwait 

may 

privatise 

airline 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaitis 
consideriDg a plan to priva- 
tise tbe national flag carrier 
Kuwait Airways Corpora- 
tion (KAC), the Udine’s 
c hflirman said in lemaiks 
published Saturday. 

“The Kuwait Inwstment 
Authori^ (KIA) is consid- 
eiing this issue,” A1 Rai A1 
Aam newsp^>er quoted the 
ehflirman, Ahmad A1 
Meshari, as sa^g in an 
interview. 

KIA, the state’s: invest- 
ment aim, is supervising a 
plan to shed Kuwait’s stdee 
in some 60 local firms and 
later to privatise govern- 
ment holdings in services 
such as el^triciQr, water 

and t^V-T-nmmnnteari nng. 

The programme, 

announced afiv tfae.l§gj. 
Gulf war, is meant to 
increase the private sector’s 
role in tbe state-orchestrat- 
ed economy and refill state 
coffers depleted by war 
costs and reconstruction 
projects. 

“As far as I understood 
fr0D3 finance ministry o£fi- 
^s, KAC’s privatisation 
would come at a late stage 
(of the programme),” 
Meshari said withont elab- 
oration. 

KAC has fonr Airbus 
340-SOOs, three Airbus 
310-300S, three Airbus 
320-200S. five Airbus 300- 
600s and four Boeing 747- 
200s. It will take delive^ 
of two Boeing 777s in 
1998. 'The airline flies to 49 
international destinations. 

Only nationals of tbe 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
^ Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Oman, tbe United Arab 
EmiTates, Qatar and 

Rahrain ran rakn part tO 
the privatisation pro- 

gramme. 


DHL Amman awarded ISO 9002 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Upon 
sustaining iaternational 
quality and reliability stan- 
dards, DHL Woridwide 
Express Amman Station 
was awarded the ISO 9002 
by Bureau Veritas Quality 
Intemational — U.K. 

The ISO ceitifiate is an 
intemationally recognised 
guarantee to customers; an 
assurance of reliability. To 
win the ISO 9002 accredi- 
tation DHL Amman has 
met tbe explicit require- 
mnits in tbe fields of man- 
agement, process control, 
product tracing, statistical 
technique and identifica- 
tion. 

DHL Amman was estab- 
Ushedin the late 1970’sasa 


member of tbe Middle East 
region, and over the past 
twenty-five years, has ^n 
acknowledged as the 
regional and global leader 
in express distribution and 
logistics services. DHL 
intents to continue setting 
industry-leading standards 
of excellence. 

As part of its continual 
worldwide service improve- 
meut. DHL has geared a 
quality m4HX>vement 
regional plan wife fee goal 
of meeting its customer 
expectations accredited for 
it through the ISO 9002. 

DHL invests in highly 
qualified personnel and 
continuously upgrades its 
technical equipmenL 


Japanese bank lends $ 550 m 
loan for Qatari gas project 


DOHA (R) — Qatar has 
signed a $550 million 
loan wife fee Export- 
Import Bank of Js^an to 
b^d a third liquefied nat- 
ural gas (LNU) produc- 
tion unit at the ^tar Liq- 
uefied Gas ^nq}any 
complex (Qatargas), an 
official said 

Qatar's foreign minister 
and acting finance, econo- 
my and commerce minis- 
ter Hamad Bin Jassim Bin 
Jabr A1 Thani signed the 
loan, fee Qatar News 
Agency reported. 

U win cover 70 per cent 


of the third unit's cost, a 
Qatar General Petroleum 
Coip (QGPC) official 
said. Tbe rest will come 
firom Qatamas sharehold- 
ers - QGPCJ, Mobil Coip , 
Total, Japan's Mitsui and 
Marubem. 

“It is repayable in 12 
years, inciumng a two- 
year grace period" the 
official told Sfeuters. 

“ Lite all other loans 
raised by (^PC earlier, 
this loan is also on, die 
lixnited recourse basis'!, he 
said adding that ' the 
repayment is tied to tiie 


“soundness of the project 
and the shardiolders liave 
limitftri liabili^. 

Qataigas's six million 
tonnes of annual gas pro- 
(fectioD is conumttea to 
Japanese conq)antes. 

It took $2 trillion in 
loans firoim four Japanese 
co m m e rcial banks in 1995 
to fund fee construction of 
two units, or “trains”, 
whose four nrillion tonnes 
annnaT p^UCtiOD will 
Start flowing to Jsman's 
Chubu Electric Iwer 
Conq>any from January 
199. 
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Nearly nine per cent of 
homes in Jordan are vacant 

** OFnQAL STATISTICS show that there are 77;229 vacant residences in Jordan, or 
92 per cent of fee total number of bouses in tbe Kingdom. A breakdown by type reveals 
feat 43.1 per cent are otdmaiy houses, 53.9 per cent are apaitments, 0.8 per cent are vil- 
Jas, 0.4 ptf cent are baixacks-and.1.7 per cent are classified as others. Amman accounts. 
for-4.6 per cent of vacant residences and i» followed by Zaiqa at l2 per cent and Irbid 
at 2.1 pa cent, the statistics show. 

A fidd study prepared by the Housing and Urban Develt^ment Department shows that 
tbe total organised (slated for development) area of Amman is only 45.6 per cent of the 
total area of MoGA (fee Municxpali^ of Greater Amman). The total area allocated for 
residential purposes is 186,000 dunums representing 35.7 percent of fee organised area. 
An analysis of tbe figures indicates feat the areas of land on which buildings of all cat- 
egories have been ctmstiucted ate 29 per cent less than the o^anised residraiial area of 
Amman, ox about 10 per cent of the MoGA area. 

The snufy, which examined tbe building situation in fee cities, said fee simation has 
in^roved in Irbid as fee percental of laoid^, on which buildings have been constructed, 
has reached 50.7 per cent of tbe total area organised for residential purposes. The per- 
centage was less at 45.9 per cent in Zarqa. 

Residents of apartments were increasing, fee study said noting that fee percentage of 
irfeabited apartments to fee total available residences is about 45 per cent Anofea point 
feat was examined in tbe study indicated feat 51 per cent of the people in the Kingdom 
had conqilaints about lack of services or tbe distances to their wo^ This percentage 
falls down to 33 per cent in Amman. 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Amra Hotel Shops' 
6th circle, Amman 





FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rofeia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 
Abdoim Real Estate 

Tel: 810605 - 810609 ^ 

I Fax: 810520 J 
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OPE^ dailt from 
10 A.M - 1 A.M 
Tel. 857199 
Fax 898537 
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RENT WAY 
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Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel 695m 
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10 Sports 

VUleneuve holds off 
Hill to win in Hungary 


BUDAPEST. Hungary fR) 
— Canadian Jacques Vil- 
leneuve scored Us third 
Formula One victory Sun- 
day when he finish^ nar- 
rowly ahead of Williams 
teamniate Damon Hill in an 
e:cciting Hungarian Grand 
Prix. 

The result a convincing 
1-2 by the ^liams team, 
secui^ for them their 
eighth and record-equalling 
Constructors Championship 
and kept alive Villeneuve's 
hopes of winning the dri- 
vers* title. 

Villeneuve's triumph cut 
Hill’s lead at the head of the 
champion race from 21 
points to 17 with four races 
remaining. In the team 
championship. Williams se- 
cured the crown with a total 
of 141 points, 90 more than 
nearest rivals Benetton. 

Both Ferraris once again 
failed to finish at the end of 
a tumultuous contest after 
double world champion Mi- 
chael Schumacher of Ger- 
many dropped out while 
running thiid six laps from 
the end and teammate 
Briton Eddie Irvine pulled 
up in the early stages. 

Frenchman Jean Alesi, 
driving a Benetton, finished 
third to claim his fifth poA‘- 
um finish in six races while 
his teammate, Austrian 
Gerhard Berger, dropped 
out with what appear^ to 
be engine failure. 

Milm Hakkinen of Hn- 
land, driving a McLaren, 


finished fourth, one lap 
down on the leaders but 
ahead of Frenchman Olivier 
Panis in a Ligier and 
Brazilian Rubens Barri- 
chello in a Jordan. 

Only nine of the 20 
starters completed the race. 
VUleneuve finishing the 77 
laps in one hour 46 minutes 
and 21.134 seconds. 
VUleneuve’s revival, 

adding to his earlier victo- 
ries in the European Grand 
Prix at the Neurburgring in 
April and the British Grand 
Prix at Silverstone last 
month, srill leaves a 
chance of following his tri- 
umph in the Indycar 
Championship last year 
with a world Formula One 
tide. 

The race was largely a 
processional affair inter- 
rupted only by the pit stops 
which enabl^ VUleneuve 
to take ±e lead in succes- 
sion to Schumacher after 20 
japs. 

The Canadian stayed there 
for most of the remainder of 
±e race except for a five 
spell before HiU pitted Ibr 
the third time, leaving the 
Briton to chase him to the 
flag where he finished just 
seven tenths of a second 
behind. 

VUleneuve was under- 
standably delighted. was 
great. especiaUy because I 
was able to beat Damon on 
that track. I don't usually 
like that kind of circuit but 
this victory has made me 


very happy. 

*1^1y in the race, I felt I 
was quicker than Michael 
Schumacher but I couldn't 
pass him until we had a bet- 
ter pit stop and then he was 
caught in the traffic. 

The Canadian said be was 
worried his final pit stop 
could have cost him the 
race. 

**At my third pit stop I lost 
10 seconds with a wheel 
problem which even though 
I bad a huge lead was a lot 
of time,'' he said. 

“1 was worried as Damon 
began to get closer so I 
pushed harder and concen- 
trated on making no mis- 
takes. Now we have won 
the constructor's title it wiU 
be a big fight with Damon 
from DOW on." 

HiU smd his bad start 
could have cost him the 
race. 

“Once again I had a poor 
start and paid the price. I 
got held up behind Jeon 
Alesi and he did everything 
I would have expected to 
stay on the line it left 
me with lots to do. 

“But in the end I'm happy. 
Williams have won the con- 
structors title, I bad a great 
race and I am delighted we 
had another 1-2. So far as 
the championship is con- 
cerned, it’s going to be great 
for the viewers and tough 
for us. Tm looking forward 
to the last four races." 


Zanardi holds pole in Indicar Race 


LEXINGTON. Ohio fR) — 
Italian Alex Zanardi held 
onto the pole for Sunday's 
Miller 200 Indycar Race 
with a record qualifying 
performance at Mid-Ohio 
Sports Car Course. 

Zwardi's best lap was 
66.339 seconds (122.100 
mph/196.496 kph) on the 
1 j-tum. 3.62 fcjlcmecre road 
course. 

The lap before he had 
nailed a o6.431 -second lap, 
already better than now- 
Formula One roolde 
Jacques Villeneuve's 


66.836 record lap of a year 
ago. And Zanardi said he 
was poised to go even faster 
on his last lap than his pole- 
winning time. 

The last lap I had to stop 
because (.team owner) Chip 
Ganassi was screaming on 
the radio," Zanardi said. 
“But I was going to go even 
faster than that." 

He beat out his tearomate 
Jimmy Vasser, the scries 
points leader. It was the 
thiid pole of the year for the 
rookie Zanardi. and he and 
Vasser wiU start one-two for 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

Studio ' One bedroom & tuio bedrooms 

CH & telephone. 

Annual rent 

Location: Jabal Amman, between 3rd & 4th Circles. 
Tel: 667862 • 642351 


FOR RENT 

A SUPER DELUXE FULLY FURNISHED APART- 
MENT, 3 BEDROOMS. SPACIOUS RECEPTION. TV 
AND DINING ROOM. FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN. 
PANORAMIC VIEW IN ONE OF THE BEST 
LOCATIONS IN RABIA. ANNUAL RENT 

PLEASE CALL TEL: 

700696 / 816918 / 079-35591 


AMMAN- PARIS - AMMAN 

( MONDAY THURSDAY SATURDAY ) 


the fifth time this year. 

Vasser. who hod turned a 
lap of 66.621 seconds 
moments before Zanaixti’s 
torrid run, did sot try to sur- 
pass the Italian. 

*^e puUed in then to save 
the tyres for the race, for 
whatever reason,” said 
Vasser, a four-race wizmer 
and the points leader by one 
overAl.Unserlr. 

“But I don't 'know if we 
had a 66.3-$ecoad lap in us 
anyway.” • 

Bryan Herta. who wound 
up third, did noL His best 
1^ time was 66.878, but he 
thought Sunday's race 
could be a different matter. 

His hope is that the 
Goodyear tires on his car. 
and on number four 
Michael Andrew’s, may 
have more consistency in 
racing trim than the sticky 
Fuestoues on the cars of 
Zanardi and Vasser. 
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AIe.x Solis on Dare And Go (ri^U pulls away from the &voured Cigar (left) in the $J nuUion Pacific Classic at the Del Mar Fairgrounds Saturday. 
Dare awH Go, a 40-1 long shot, upset Ci^r’s bid to break Citation's record of 16 straight wins (Reuter photo) 

Cigar fails in bid to make horse racing history 


DEL MAR, California (R) 
— Wonder horse Cigar 
ftdled Saturday in his bid for 
a record I7th consecutive 
win, losing the SI million 
Pacific Cassic by three and 
a half lengdis to 35-1 out- 
sider Dare And Go. 

Cigar, the overwhelming 
1-9 favourite, came off the 
turn slightly ahead of 
the Brazilian horse Siphon, 
but bad nothing left when 
Dare And Go changed on 
the outside and went past 
him in die middle of the 
final stretch. Siphon, who 
led for most of the 1-1/4- 
inile race finished third at 6- 
1 . 

“I could tell on the back 
side be was not full of run 
like he usually is,” said 
jockey Jerry B^^, who 
also had rid^n Cigar in the 
world’s richest race in 
Dubai last Maxrh. 

'Tm certainly not putting- 
tbe blame on him. 1 didn't 
think it was a killer pace, 
but when 1 got to the three- 
eighifas pole, if somebody 
was going to come at me I 
was going to be in trouble 
today.’’ 

'^e have absolutely no 
excuses.. .except maybe for 
the fast pace,** said trainer 
Bill Mott afW one of the 
biggest upsets in recent rac- 
ing history. 

“Naturally I am dis^ 
pointed we lost, disappoint- 
ed in myself that we did not 
plan the race out a litde dif- 


FOR PREPARATION OF 

GCE & IGCSE, O - LEVEL & 

A - LEVEL. MATHS TEACHER. 

PHONE NO. 746203 
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ferendy. 

But Cigar has created a lot 
of int^st and new fans for 
horse racing." said Moo. 

Ci^, a six-year-old colt 
owned by Allen Paulson, 
had earned the chance to 
surpass die 16 consecutive 
wins achieved by the great 
Citation in 1948-50. 

Cigar — described by one 
racegoer in the paddock as 
“built IDm (basketball star) 
Michael Ionian: long, lean 
and sinewy" — tied 
Citation's record when he 
won Ariington Citation 
Challenge outside Chicago 
on July 13. 

Despite die loss. Cigar’s 
screak has put him in the 
pantheon of great horses 
with Citation, Man O’War, 
Affirmed, Secretariat and 
Seattle Slew, 

'This kind of horse is a 
once-jo-a-lifetime thing,” 
said Mod. . > ■ . , 

Dare And Go’s* trmpor 
Dick Macdella was full of 
praise for Cigar. “The only 
wa)f to keep horses unbeat- 
en is not VO race them. So 
give credit to his owner and 
trainer for keeping bimnin- 
aiDg.” 

Back in March. Cigar 
showed his class with his 
14th consecutive win in the 
richest race in the world, the 
$4 inilKoa Dubai World 
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Dare And Go's jockey Alex Solis (right) is congratulated by California Governor Pete 
Wilson (left) after upsetting Ctgar in Che $1 millioo PactGc Classic in Del Mar 
Satni^y (Rrater photo) 


Cup run on sand in the Gulf 
enmte. That day. Cigar 
beat Soul Of The Matter by 
half a lenetb. 

For the Pacific Classic 
here. Soul Of The Matter 
had been expected to be a 
serious challenge to Cigar in 
the six-borse field, but was 
withdrawn Wednesday with 
a pulled ligament in ■ the 
right foreleg. 


Bailey had ridden Cigar 
for all but ooe of the 16 
wins. 

But Bailey had never 
before raced at Del Mar, a 
scenic racetrack on the 
Pacific coast some 32 kilo- 
metres north of San I>iego 
and 160 kilonie&es south of 
Los Angeles. 

A record crowd of more 
than 44.000 attended, 


including movie star Bo 
Derek and (2aUfomia 
Governor Pete Wilson, who 
was taking time out from 
preparing for the 
Republican National 

Convention starting in San 
Diego Monday. 

*1t's a good way to be 
away from the other stuff 
for a few hours." he told 
reporters. 


Top sprinter Anabaa makes it six out of six 


DEAUVILLE. France (R) — 
Anabaa. the bugh class sprint- 
er from die Criquette Head 
SuUjle, coDlinued his perfect 
season Sunday, cruising to 
victory in the Group 1 Prix 
Nteurice Oe CheesL 
Anabaa, taking his 1996 
score to six out of six, settled 


easily in fifth position under 
Freddie Head, as Poplar Bluff. 
Blue Duster and Young Em 
were fastest away. 

However, die 2-1 On 
(Tbance was cantering 
throughout and made effort- 
less progress to lead over a 
furlong (2(X) metres) out when 


most of the rest were under 
heavy pressure. 

Anato sailed into die lead 
and Head was not bard on him 
once he felt the race was won. 
The colt was eased down to 
score by a length and a half 
from Miesque's Son, the 
mount of cash Asmussen, 


DanehiU Dancer, who fin- 
ished third under Ray 
Cochrane, did best of the 
English raiders. 

Fancied English filly Blue 
Duster raced prominendy but 
faded at the business end to 
finish fifth of the nine runners. 


r" DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT^ 
FOR RENT 


3 Bedrooms on Gardens Str. 




Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Gound boor of a nice villa, 156 sq.m. Consists of two 
bedrooms vrith enclosures. Location: West Amman, quiet 
residential area, separate entrance, electricity, water 
tank, central heating, telephone ... etc. 

For mdre infonnation please contact 865742 
from 8:00 - 10:00 and 18:00 - 20:00 hours 


Furnished Apartments For Rent 
In Shmeisani 

The first consists' of 2 bedrooms, kKchen. bathroom and 
deluxe furniture. The second (a roof top), consists of one 
bedroom, Jacuzzi, salon and American kitten wih separate 
satellite and telephone for each apartment. 

Location : Shmeisani - near Specialist Hospital and Safeway. 
For more information call: 

Tel. 677473 / Mobile : 079 ■ 37392 

CAR FOR SALE 

Honda Accord EX, power steering, 
sunroof, stereo, 1984 model. 

JD 1,700. Duty unpaid 

TeL 611872, 618272 
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THE WORLD ACCESS 






ATCBARLESDEGAULLE AIRPORT 
AirF7xiK€ Offers 435 FI^^A Day 
To 95 Destinations With An Avenge 
Conneaii^ Time OfAOMinutes. 


BUILDING FOR SALE 

Sale to be conducted directly through the owner . 

The building consists of 3 floors. Each made of one whole 
flat with independent entrance, super deluxe finishing, built 
for the owner's use. Building's area 1200 sq. m.. land's 
area 800 sq. m. with fnjit-tree garden, garage, large water- 
well. with fireplace. Independent utilities for each floor. 
Suitable for an embassy, international firms and families 
with fine taste. 

I If interested call the owner directly on. Tel.: 
1663896 or 810103 or mobile Tel.: 31170. 

Please no middlemen. 


FOR ANNUAL RENT OR SALE 
FURNISHED FLAT (240m^) 


3 bedrooms (airconditioned 


masterbedroom) 

4 bathrooms, maid room, covered parking, 
storage room , Telephone, T.V., 
freezer & washing machine... etc. 

Over -looking Madina st. (Tla' A1 Ali) 


owner 820409 - 813262 Abu Hasan 
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CINEMA TEL: ^144- 

PHILHOELPHrR 


i : V . . TEL: 1 

CONCORD “1” 


TEL: 677420 


Laila Alawl and Mohammad Fuad in 
Michael Douglass & Annette Bening in Traffic Lights 

. (Arabic) 

I ne American sno„s: 12:30, 3:3o, e: 3 o, 8:30. 10:30 

President 




Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 


Seven 

Shows^12:M^3j30,_6^^ 

CONCOBD "2” 
Dumb And Dumber 

Shows: 3:00, 6:00. 9:00 


Rminbun theatre & Cinema^ 

TEL: 618274 -518275 ■ 

. -j ... j 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians; 
Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


NabO & HisJilam’s TTieb.t^ 

Y - ;T^-^i55 - 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-6401 55 
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fright) and Juventus* Vladimir Jugovic jump fora 
High ban during the Gnal or the Teresa Herrcra tournament (Rente? photo) 

Botafogo beat Juventus on 
penalties to win La Coruna final 







LA CORUNA. Spain (R) 

Brazil's Botafogo won the 
anaual Teresa Herrera Touma- 
meot Saturday when they beat 
European champions Juventus 

3- 0 on penalties after drawing 

4- 4 with a penalty in the last 
minute of extra time. 

Juventus dominated the first 
half and striker Christian Vluri 
put the team from. Turin 1-0 
ahead in ihe 23rd minute. But 
Tulio equalised for Botafogo 
in the 4^ minute. 

As the game heated up so 
did tempers. Italian defender 
Moreno Torricelli and Brazil- 
ian midfielder Otaciiio were 
both sent off in the 77th 
minute after a confrontation on 
the pitch. 

The Brazilians’ fine physical 
form kept them Gghting back 
in the second half and the 
match went into extra time 
with the score at 2-2 after 
goals from Juvennis's Nicola 
Amoniso in the 74th and 
Botafogo's Ricardo Franca 
one minute later. 

Amoroso scored again 
minutes into extra time fuid 
Botafogo again equalised. 



Brazilian Botafogo players Marcos Anrelio (left) and 
Grotto celebrate after beating European ebampions 
Juventus In the final of the Teresa Henrera toi^g^ent 
(Reuter photo) 


Seles, Sanchez to meet for Canadian title 


MONTREAL (R) — Top 
seed Monica Seles and sec- 
ond-seeded Arantxa San- 
chez Vicario had little trou- 
ble in Saturday's semifinals 
and advanced to the final of 
the $926,250 Canadian 

Open. 

Defending champion 

Seles, co-ranked worid 
number one, defeated 

unseeded Yayuk Basuki of 
Indonesia 6-0 6-3 while the 
second-ranked Sanchez 

Vicario beat unseeded 

American Kimberly Fo 6-0 
6-4. 

Sunday's final will be the 
first meeting with Sanchez 
Vicario since Seles returned 
to tennis exactly a year ago 
at the Canadian O^n after 
a 27-monlh absence. 

Sanchez Vicario was 
widely reported as oppos- 
ing -the special raj^ong 
giv«i Seles aft^ she was 
stabbed in Hamburg in 
April, 1993. 

But after bearing Po the 
Spaniard downplayed any 
suggestion that the fin^ 
would be a grudge mateb. 

”] don’t think we ever had 
a rivalry," said Sanchez 
Vicario. “It wU) just be 
another match for me. noth- 
ing to do with rankings or 
anything like thaL" 

As for Seles, she ' also 
refused make too much of 


iL *’1 know there’s been a 
lot of stuff about the co- 
ranlung,'' said Seles. 

“1 always felt Arantxa got 
the roughest end of it 
because everyone else kind 
of stayed where they were. 
It deftnitely wasn't fair for 
her.” 

Sanchez Vicario as Che 
number two-ranked player 
dropped to the third seed at 
many tournaments with co- 
rank^ number ones Steffi 
Graf and Seles ahead of her. 

Seles has a 10-1 head-to- 
head advant^e over 
Sanchez Vcaiio, but in 
Uieir second to last meeting 
in the 1992 final of the 
Canadian (3pen, Sanchez 
Vicario won 6-3 4-6 6-4. 

Three weeks later, in their 
latest meeting, Seles gained 
revenge with a 6-3 6-3 vic- 
toiy in the final of the U.S. 
Of^. 

Although Seles lost only 
seven points Saturday in a 
19-minute first set marked 
by the 31 St-ranked Basuki's 
inability to keep the ball in 
play, she wasn't pleased. 

“I played pretty tentative- 
ly at times and my serve 
was really off,” she said. 
"I'm not comfortable with 
my ball toss at all.” 

Like Basuki — who upset 
third seed Iva Majoli of 



Second seed Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of Spain returns a backhand return to Kim- 
berly Po of the United States during their semifinal match at the Du Manner Open 
in Montreal, August 10. Sanchez Vicario won the match 6-0 ^ (Reuter photo) 


Croatia, 13th seed Amy 
Frazier of the United States 
and 16th .<(eed Elena 
Likfaovtseva of Russia — 
the 90th-ranked Po had 
beaten number four seed 
Anke Huber of Germany 
and fifth-seeded American 
Mary Joe Fernandez. 

But in Saturday's semifi- 


nal against Sanchez Veario 
she made 34 unforced 
errors to Sanchez Vicario 's 
14. 

“It was pretty easy at the 
beginning," said Sanchez 
Vicario, “But Kimberly 
started to play better in the 
second set. It was a good 
match for me because I 


took the ball early and she 
was proabably surprised 
that I went for my shots." 

Looking ahead to playing 
Seles, Sanchez Vicario 
sdid: “I’ve just got to stay 
aggressive and go for my 
shots because she won't 
miss and she’ll run down 
everything.” 


Agassi, Chang repeat in ATP Championship final 


MASON, Ohio (R) — Ror 
the second consecutive 
year, Andre Agassi and 
Michael Chang will vie for 
the ATP Championship 
title, Agassi after beating 
Thomas Muster and Chang 
after deflating Thomas 
Enqvist in Sammy's semi- 
rings. 

Agassi, the defending 
champion and sixth seed 
coming off a recent high of 
winning the Olympic gold 
medal, controlled second- 
seeded Muster throughout 
his 6-4 6-1 semirinai victo- 

ry. 

“I think my mouvadon is 
real simple.” Agassi said. 
“He is the number two in 
the world and be has been 
playing some good tennis. 


so 1 want to go out there 
and prove that 1 can win the 
match.” 

The third-seeded Chang 
reached his fourth straight 
ATP Championship final — 
he won in 1993 and 1994 
— with a 6-1 2-6 6-2 semi- 
final win over lOth-seeded 
EnqvisL 

The seventh-ranked 
Agassi has a 10-6 career 
edge over (2hang. . but 
C2hong won two of their 
three meetings this year. 

Agassi, who is now 4-4 in 
career matches with 
Muster, put on an iron-clad 
performance. He consis- 
tently took the ball on the 
rise, kept Muster pinned to 
the baseline and jerked the 
Austrian around die courL ** 


On a number of occa- 
sions, Agassi kept Muster 
glued to the baseline, then 
won the point with a crafty 
drop shot. 

“You find yourself think- 
ing about a lot of things, 
about other matches and 
about how this guy matches 
into this guy's game and 
you go to sleep at night 
dreaming about Thomas 
Muster,” Agassi said. “He 
wasn't necessarily in ray 
dreams. But be was there 
before I fell asleep.” 

The left-handed Muster 
admittedly had no answer 
for Agassi's onslaught. 

“Tbday, he just played 
better than rpe," Muster 
smd.'*ln the ^dhd ’set, id 
the end, he just ly it rdb on. 


He just cracked eveiy ball. 
Thai is too good.” 

Prior to the semifinals. 
Muster had not lost his 
ser\'e nor a set in the three 
matches he played. Against 
Agassi, he lost his serve 
five times. 

Third-ranked Chang 
scored his first career victo- 
ry over 12th-ranked 
^qvist, who had won their 
three previous outings. 

Chang served 11 aces to 
Eoqvist's four during the 
one hour, 44 minute match. 

‘Today, I don’t think I 
served very well," Enqvist 
said. ”1 was tzying to play 
aggressive and I have to be 
on top of the points all the 
rime to beat Michael." 

TTie American raced to a 


5-0 lead in the first set 
before Enqvist held his 
serve in the next game. 

But Chang wasn’t count- 
ing Enqvist out of the 
match. 

“All the Swedes are not 
the ones to keel over and 
ever say too good." Chang 
said. “I definitely expected 
he’d start playing well and 
he started playing well in 
the second set.” 

Enqvist scored two ser- 
vice breaks in the second 
set, in the sixth and eighth 
games. 

In the final set, Chang 
went ahead 44} before 
Enqvist started to work his 
way back into the match, 
but the effon was too late 
for the Swede,, , 


Manchester United cut Newcastle down to size 


LONDON (AFP) — Man- 
chester United thrashed 
Newcastle 4-0 in the Chari- 
ty Shield at Wembley Sun- 
day as Alex Ferguson's men 
blew apart Kevin Keegan's 
talented outfit. 

Eric Cantona, Nicky Butt. 
_ , ... - gt . David Beckham and Roy 

k A'iv iftfit IM m\ Keane found the net as last 
SIX UlU year's league and F.A. Cup 

double winners added ano- 
' ther trophy to their side- 

board. 

Cantona, the man who 
scored the winner in the 
t - F..A Cup final, again 

« - ■ proved the man for the big 

. occasion by getting the 

opening go^ after 25 min- 

. uies. Beckham threaded a 

• ■ — rrrr^ through ball to an un- 

mark^ Cantona out on the 

right and he cook his time 
before firing past Pavel 
Smicek. 

United added a second on 
the half-hour when Beck- 
ham drove in a cross after a 
clever back heel bv Can- 


Ai.. d. 




tona and Nicky Butt pow- 
ered a header home. 

United coasted to a com- 
fortable vietoty by adding 
further goals in the 86th and 
8Sth minutes. 

Beckham, who had 
played so impressively 
throughout the match, 
flicked the ball over the ad- 
vancing smicek after being 
released by Cantona. 

Then Keane made it '4-0 
two minutes later with a 
fierce .shot following a 
rolled free-kick from giggs. 

It's not often Manchester 
United fans are outnum- 
bered, but they were here as 
Alan Shearer.the £15 mil- 
lion ($22.5 million) world 
record signing, took centre 
stage against the double 
winners. 

Shearer gave a damrung 
assessment of his new 
team's performance. 

“We were hopeless in the 
first half and not much bel- 
ter in the second," he said. 


“We can get a lot better but 
there isn't going to be any 
magic wand. We aren’t sud- 
deiriy going to start scoring 
goals from everywhere.” 
But Shearer said he was 
confident Newcastle will 
quickly improve. 

"We were pretty desper- 
ate and we are all disap- 
pointed — but the season 
hasn't started yet,” he said. 
“We wanted to win. but 
really this was just another 
pre-season friendly.” 
Manchester United man- 
ager Alex Fergi^n was 
delighted with his team's 
performance — and the 
way they countered the 
threat of Shearer. 

“They say Shearer is the 
best, but he was playing 
against the best in Gmy Pal- 
lister," he said. “Pallister 
was marvellous." 

Ferguson said United had 
played well as a team, but 
was pleased with the per- 


formances of new signings 
lord! Cruyff and Karel Pod- 
borsky. 

“They showed enough 
today for our fans to know 
they have class,” he said. 
“TTiey will be value for 
mon^.” 

Cantona carried on from 
where he left off in last 


May’s F.A. Cup final by 
putting in anoth^ virtuoso 
display. 

Apart from his goal, be start- 
ed off the move which led to 
the second with a spectacular 
backheel, slipped the ball 
through to Beckham for the 
third, and was named the offi- 
cial man of the match. 




FOUNDATION YEAR 

AT RAWDAT AL MA^AREF 
SCHOOLS & COLLEGE 


Axeyouseddi^anaoceptaDoelDf^^ 
Have you finished your Tavqihi ? 
Have you finished 12 years of 
educatkm in an international school ? 



STRRND 

OFFICES 
FOR RENT 


To aB drlfne, travel and tourism agencies, instiance comp an ies, 
regii^ offices, barids, an other inslilutioris and cornparves: 

A rnpdem fully-equipped building: Central heating, air condition- 
ing, ' parking lot available. Spadous areas that you can partition 
as you please. Central bu^nass locaSon. 

Please call: Strand Building, Abdul Hamid Sharaf Street, Shmeisani. 
Tel: 605946 
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rient Express Ltd, 


Spedal offer to the foreign community in JORDAN 
Thinking of spending fabulons times during your 
SUMMER HOUDAYS??? 

Thinking of the GREEK ISLANDS ???^ 

Your best choice is non stop fliglit 

to RHODOS ( For only 175 J.D ) 
AMMAN - KHODOS on AUGUST 124 , 

RHODOS - AMMAN on ■ 

For more information call ORIENT EXF^SS 

Tt>l safiaes ■ 602460 ■ 704340 
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American Community School 

The official 

grades pre-kindergarten thru 12 at 
the American Comrnunity School for 
the 1996/97 school year wHI be on 
Tuesday, August 13, 1996 between 
9:00 a.rn. - 1 :00 p.m. at ‘h® sch°oK 

For more information, please call 
813944/6 Sunday - Thursday_ 
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Add a touch of beauty 

to your home 

by employing, a variety 
of our most modem: 

* Curtains and 
covers clothe 

* Upholstery 
clothe 

* Carptes and 
American wall 
-to- wall carpeting 


Prince Mohammad Street - Tel 649388 - Telefax 654708 


If your answer to any of ihe above questions Is YES, 
WCANHELPYOU 


For morc.informaiion please coniacl Inlernalional Ol'llc 


Tel : 857949 /5WS0/6.VS4/e\t 12/I4/18/.V) Fax ; 857998 
Address P.0, Box ; 676 Khalda 11821 Amman - Jt)rdan 


r ^ 

// By instalment for 

' 20 months 

By instalment for . By instalment for 
20 months 20 months / 


V, 


To all nationals of the Philippine and 
Sri Lanka working in Jordan 


Mustafa Sabbagh Commercial 

Establishment for Electronics announces 
its readiness to sell all types of electrical 
appliances, satellites by instalment and 
without advance payment. We have all 
kinds of trademarks: 


HITACHI, SAMSUNG 
SHARP , JVC , SONY. 


With the compliments of the director of 
marketing Mr. Tamimi 
Tel.: 863756 

Address : Biader Wadi Seer - main street 
opposite Jordan Bank 
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Hirkey rebuffs U.S. 
sanctions call with 
huge Iran gas deal 

$20 billion project does not violate 
American legislation, Ankara insists 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
"Rirkey inidall^ a multibil- 
lion-doUar natural gas deal 
with Iran Sunday, insisting 
it does not defy U.S. sanc- 
tions that seek to block 
badly needed foreign 
investment in the Islamic 
lepublic. 

The 22-year agreement 
calls for Iran to sell four 
billion cubic metres of gas 
a year to Turkey beginning 
in 1998. The total value of 
die gas imported by Thikey 
through a pipeline wiU 
reach $20 bilhon. 

*Tbe sanctions ban 
investments in Iran. We*re 
not going to invest in Iran. 
This is only a trade agree- 
ment” Abdullah Gul, the 
Turkish government 
spokesman, told reporters 
hm. 

"The two countries will 
build tiieir own sides of the 
gas pipeline,” he said. 

The formal si g nin g of the 
agreement is scheduled for 
Monday by ’Hirkey's visit- 
ing prime minister, 
Necmetmi Erbakan, and 
Iranian Plesident Hashemi 
Rafsanjani. 

The deal comes just days 
after U.S. President Bill 
Ohnton signed a law that 
penalises foreign compa- 
nies that invest more t^ 
$40 million a year in the 
Iranian and Libyan oil and 
gas sectors. 

Washington accuses the 
two countries of sponsoring 
international tenorism. 
n However,,,, .W^hingion’s 
allies in Europe and else- 
where have cOtidemned the 
U.S. legislation and 
Turkey's action poses a 
direct challenge to U.S. 
attempts to finiber isolate 
Irw. 

The Clinton administra- 
tion has opposed the gas 
deal and sought to persu^ 
Turkey, a U.S. ally and 
roemb^ of the North 
Atlantic Treaty 

Organisation p^AFO), not 
to go ahead with iL 

The case will put the 
Americans in an awkward 
position and test U.S. wQl- 
ingness to impose punitive 
measures on countnes such 
asToikey. 

The U.S. sanctions law 
does not require the auto- 


inatic imposition of penal- 
ties. 

Mr. Clinton will have tire 
flexibility to choose from 
measures ranging from a 
stem warning to blocking 
mtemational loans and sup- 
port for T^ukey at the 
Internationa] Monetary 
Fund (IMF). 

Congressional hawks in 
Washington led by U.S. 
Senator >^onse D’ Amato 
have been urging Mr. 
Clinton to press Turkey to 
abandon the deal. 
Iranian Television said Mr. 
Erbakan held talks with 
President Rafsanjani and 
called for Isla^c and 
Middle Eastern countries to 
break their dependency on 
other countries. 

Also said the growing 
cooperation between the 
two neighbouring countries 
should not be jeopardised 
by third countries. 

"Under the auspices of 
cooperation and under- 
standing, Turkey and Iran, 
as two major countries, can 
lay the foundations for 
strong and sincere relations 
between them in the 
region,” he was quoted as 
saying. According to the 
television. Mr. Erbakan 
said that Islamic countries 
and the Middle East and 
Asian regions had “a lot of 
talent and the ability to 
secure their own technical 
and industrial needs and 
should prepare the ground 
for the ^ssibility of bt^- 
ing dependency on foreign 
states.”. 

Turkish officials have 
said that tiie l,I(X)-kilome- 
tie Turkish end of the 
pipeline will cost $1.2 bQ- 
lioo. The 270-ldlometre 
Iranian section will cost 
$300 million. 

Mustafa Muratban, direc- 
tor of Turkey’s state-owned 
oil and gas company. Botas, 
said Sunday that Turkey 
could help finance tiie 
Iranian side of the project. 

*'But that's still not violat- 
ing the U.S. embargo,” Mr. 
Murathan told the 
Associated Press. 

”We can give Iran the 
pipes in exchange for oil 
we're buying or as an 
advance the gas we’ll 
buy. We don't have to give 


cash credit. We'll just help 
them with materials, if they 
need such help, in a baiter 
deal,” be said. 

‘*We don't want to violate 
U.S. sanctions, and we 
' won’t,” he add^. 

Mr. Erbakan and Mr. 
Rafsanjani agreed that 
Ankar a will not allow any 
country to interfere in the 
process of expanding 
Tuikey’s links wi± Iran 
and will not allow any 
Iranian dissident groups to 
operate in Thrkey, Mr. 
Rafsanjani's office said in a 
statemenL 

The Turkish premier 
arrived Saturday after 
ignoring warnings by 
Washington not to visit 
Iran. He said shortly after 
arriving that his visit was 
not a challenge to the 
United States, which he 
called “our fiiend and ally.” 

Iranian newspapers have 
heralded Mr. Erbakan’s 
visit as a rebuff of 
Washington’s anti-Iran 
efforts. 

Mr. Etbstkan, who came 
to power in June, is leader 
of Turkey’s Muslim 
Welfare Party and heads a 
coalition tiiat is the first 
Islamic-leaning govern- 
ment in Turkey since the 
modem secular state was 
founded after World War I. 

Trade between Iran and 
Turkey totaled nearly $1 
billion last year. Still, the 
neighbouring countries 
have had their differences. 

Border security concerns 
by Thrk^. which is mired 
in a 12-year-old war against 
autonomy-seeking Kurdish 
rebels, are taking an impor- 
tant part in the discussions 
between the two coontries, 
Mr. Gul said. 

Mr. Erbakan also met 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati. He said his gov- 
ernment aimed to improve 
its foreign {mlicy by "regu- 
lating relations based on 
Islamic solidarity.” He said 
his visit was "a foundation 
stone for relations based on 
Islamic unity.” 

Mr. Erbal^ is expected 
to visit Pakistan, Singapore, 
Malaysia and Indonesia on 
his 10-day tour which start- 
ed in Iran. 


4 hospitalised after torture in Juneid 
prison; Hamas urges new dialogue 


NABLUS (Agencies) — 
Four Palestinians have been 
hospitalised after being tor- 
tur^ by police in a 
Palestinian National 

Autiimify (PNA) jail, 
human rights lawyers 
Khader Shk^t and Hosoi 
Kalbounefa said Sunday. 

The four were admitted to 
Nablus hospital after 
"severe and repeated beat- 
ings during interrogation” at 
the the PNA-nin Juneid 
iwison, said Mn Shkerat, a 
lawyer with the Palestinian 
Society for the Protection of 
Human Rights and the 
Environment 

Mr. Kalbouneh said three 
of the Palestinians were 
taken on Friday to the same 
hospital whm another 
det^ee was admitted two 
days ago. All four were resi- 
dents of the West Bank town 
ofThlkatem. 

'Tour Palestinians from 
the Thlkarem area were 
transferred to A1 Watani 
hospital because of torture.” 
be said. 

Mr. Shkerat said one of the 
group's fieldwoikers visited 
the prisoners in hospital and 
said they bote marks from 
beatings with batons and 
rubber boses. 

The group said one of the 
four was m critical condi- 
tion and the other three in 
serious condition. 

One detainee, Ayman A1 
Sabbab, quoted a guard 
called Abu Sakhra ( as say- 
ing that “anyone who do^ 


n’t turn in at least 10 people 
to me shouldn’t expect to 
get out alive.” 

Palestinian police declined 
comment on the admission 
of the detainees to hospital. 

The four had been held 
without charges at Juneid on 
suspicion of involvement 
with the militan t movement 
Hamas. They were arrested 
following violent protests 
sparked by the H^th of 
another Palestinian activist, 
Mahmoud Jemayel, from 
wounds suffered through 
torture at a Nablus jail. 

Three Palestinian police- 
men were condemned to 
lengthy jail tenss for killing 
Jemayel and an official 
investigation was launched 
by the PNA into Ae affair. 

The Palestinian legislative 
council called on Thursday 
for titter control of PNA 
security forces following 
Jemayel’s death and the 
killing by police of a 
demonstrator shot in tiie 
neck on Aug. 2. 

In Gaza, a Hamas leader 
called for the resunqition of 
dialogue between the mili- 
tant group and the PNA. 
Hours later, in an apparently 
unrelated development, 13 
Hamas prisoners were 
released fiom a PNA jail. 

The PNA has Jail^ hun- 
dreds of Hamas suj^rt^ 
since suicide bombers killed 
59 people in Israel in 
February and March. 

Hamas has in the past vio- 
lently opposed peara deals 


agreed between Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) but the 
vigorous crackdown has 
taken a toll on the group. 

Mahmoud Zahar, Hamas 
spokesman in Gaza, told 
Israel Television’s Arabic 
service on Saturday the 
group was seeking to reopen 
talks with the autiiorify. 

'Tt is possible to find a 
real, practical fonnola 
which is in the interest of tiie 
Palestinian people,. God 
willing,” he said. 

Dr. Zahar called for 
national unify and said 
Hamas wished to convene a 
meeting of its West Bank, 
Gaza and foreign leader- 
ship. 

week Hamas’s lead- 
ership abroad issued a 
lea^ calling an upris- 
ing against PLO rule. But 
the group’s leaders in Gaza 
and the west Bank distanced 
themselves ftom the call. 

“It is not in the interest of 
the Palestinian caiise...for 
Hamas to be divided or 
weak,” said Dr. Zahar. 

Tbirteeii Hamas activists 
hdd for five-and-a-half 
months witiiout charge since 
the suicide bombings were 
released from Jenin prison 
in the West Bank on 
Saturday. 

l^ail Raja, a civil en^- 
neer detain^ in Marcb, said 
he and tte other 12 had been 
freed after signing a com- 
mitment to respect the 
authority and shun violence. 
















LONGEST SANDWICH: Hundreds of students make the world’s loi^est sandwich at a stadium in the south- 
ern Thiwanese city of Kaohsiung Sunday. The organisers said hundreds of teenagers took part in the project to 
make what they said was the woxid’s longest sandwich, 600 metres (Reuters photo) 

Jordanian embassy in Tel Aviv asks 
Israelis to apply in person for visas 


By Alia Toukan 
Special to rite Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Although 
Israeli tourist groups wish- 
ing to visit Jord^ may con- 
tinue to apply for visas 
through travel agencies, 
individual Israelis must 
apply in person at the 
Jord^an embassy in Tbl 
Aviv, Jordanian Ambassador 
Omar Rif^ said Sunday. 

"The new rule is that indi- 
viduals going to Jordan have 
to apply in person at the 
emba^ in Tel Aviv, but 
tourist groups may still use 
regular travel agents.'* Mr. 
Rffai told the Jordan Times, 
adding that the procedural 


diange was intended to 
"streamline visa applica- 
tions into a system working 
more effectively.” 

He stressed that the 
change was a purely con- 
sular affair that ’is not in 
response to anything.” 

Tlie measure comes 
amidst increasing com- 
plaints by Jordanians travel- 
ling to Israel and the occu- 
pi^ territories of long 
delays in obtaining visas 
from the Israeli emb^sy in 
Amman, visa refusals in 
some cases, and mistreat- 
ment of Jor dani an citizens 
by officials at Israeli entry 
points, including Ben 
Gurion airport 


Last month, Israeli 

Ambassador Shimon 

S hamir acknowledged the 
lengthy procedure of issuing 
visas to Jordanians as "turn- 
ing into a troublesome prob- 
lem in relations between the 
two countries.” 

An informed source told 
the Jordan Times that one of 
the reasons for the decirion 
to insist that Israelis turn up 
in person at the embassy in 
Tel Aviv was due to 
embassy staff's “realisation 
that many Israelis were pos- 
ing as Travel Agents, and 
were getting commissions 
for obtaining visas for 
Israelis wishing to travel to 
jbniah.” 


According to an Israeli 
embassy source, the mission 
in Amman has not been offi- 
cially approached by ±e 
Jordanians about the change 
in procedure. 

’*We (±e Israeli embassy 
in Amman) don’t know why 
the Jordanian embassy took 
this decision...and we have 
not been informed of this 
measure by the Jordanian 
embassy in Tel Aviv, 
although it is possible that 
the embassy ^preached the 
Israeli foreign ministry,” 
said the source. He add^ 
that the embassy does not 
intend to make any proce- 
dural changes in issuing 
visas to Jord^ans. 


Israelis are divided on settlement issue — poll 


CKXUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israelis remain 
evenly divided over the 
issue of expanding Jewish 
seolements in the occupied 
territories and are undecid- 
ed over how to p^eed with 
the stalled Palestinian peace 
process, according to a poll 
released Sunday. 

The survey by the Tel 
Aviv University Centre for 
Peace Research showed that 
48 per cent of Israeli Jews 
favour - expanding settle- 
ments whUe 43 per cent 
remmn opposed, a differ- 
ence whi(^ falls within the 
poll’s iwflfyin of error of 
four per cent Seven per 
cent of those questioned had 
no opinion. 

Oedy 32 per cent of those 
queried said that they felt 
die new rightwing govern- 


ment should stick to its stat- 
ed policy of wanting to 
expand settlements if this 
codd end the peace process. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's cabinet decid- 
ed Aug. 2 to lift a partial 
freeze on settlement expan- 
sion imposed in 1992 by the 
former Labour government, 
but no new building pro- 
jects have yet been 
approved. 

The decision drew angry 
protests from the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) and Arab 
leaders, with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
warning that the expansion 
of Jewish settlements vio- 
lated peace agreements 
signed by Israel and would 
dwtroy the peace-process. 

Mr. Arafat wrote to Mr. 


Netanyahu last week to 
e.xpre$s his concerns, and 
the Israeli newspaper 
Haaretz reported Sun^y 
that the prune minister had 
written a reply defending 
his decision. 

In the letter, Mr. 
Netanyahu denies that the 
new settlement activity 
would violate the terms of 
the 199S interim agreement 
leading to partial 
Palestinian autonomy in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
Haaretz said. 

The Tel Aviv University 
pollsters also reported 
increasing hesitation among 
Israelis over how to proceed 
with die peace process fol- 
lowing the right-wing elec- 
tion victory in May. 

According to the survey, 
29.6 per cent of those ques- 


tioned were unable to 
decide if they are encouiv 
aged or disappointed by tbe 
more cautious approach 
towards tbe Palestinian 
issue by tbe new govem- 
menL 

The pollsters also reported 
that tbe nuuUier of respon- 
dents answering “don’t 
know" when asked their 
opinion about the peace 
process was much higher 
than during previous sur- 
veys. 

’Tt is not exactly clear 
according to this survey 
which policy towards the 
Palestinians the public 
wishes the government to 
pursue,” the report's authors 
wrote. 

The poll involved a sam- 
pling of 504 Jewish Israelis. 


Pakistan urged to reopen 
embassy in Kabul soon 


Levy ducks out to U.S.; 
Palestinians join spat 


ISLAMABAD (i^ndes) 
— The leader of a highrlevel 
Afghan ^venunent delega- 
tion Sunday uz]^ Pakistan to 
reopen its emb^sy in Kabul 
as a “first step” towards 
resumption of ftiendly rela- 
tions. 

“Ln fact we are keen to have 
the missirai in Kabul as eariy 
as next week and have assured 
Islamabad we will provide all 
necessary facilities,” said 
Af ghan Tnipjinr Minister 

Yunus Qannni. 

“We consider reopening of 
foe embassy a first stq> is 

needed to start a new era of 
mutual beneficial ties,” Mn 
Qanuni told AFP after talks 
with officials in Islamabad. 

Pakistani Itesident Fazt^ 
Le^iari told foe delegatirai 
that hs lamah ad did not want 
h^emoify over their war-tom 
nation. State television quoted 
Mr. Leghari as saying 
Pakistan had “nothing but 
affection, love and respect for 
foe people of Afghanistan.” 

“Pakikao does not want 
hegemorty in Afyhanistan but 
would rather like to build 
bridges of cooperation and 
ffiendship based on common- 
ality of mutual interests.” be 
was quoted as telling foe del- 
egation. 


The team arrived on 
Saturday to try to repair ties 
wkh Pakistan whidi woe 
damaged by tbe sacking of the 
Paldstaoi embasfy in Kabul 
11 months ago. 

Mr. Leghari s^d he was 
looking forward to the 
reopening of tbe Pakistani 
mission in Kabul 

P akistan agreed at talks on 
Saturd^ to let inqx)rts for 
landlocked Afghanistan tran- 
sit its territory and to allow 
food for Kabul to be bou^t in 
local maikets “as a goodwill 
gesture,” foe oEfid^ APP 
news agency reported. 

It said Islam^)ad agreed to 
consider favourably an 
Af ghan request for foe 
reopening of the embassy in 
Kabul 

The Pakistani side told the 
Af ghans it wanted to maintain 
contacts with all parties in 
Afghanistan and (o fadlitaie 
an intrarA^an dialogue to 
end the long-running dvil 
wan The Afy^ side briefed 
foe Patistanis on Kabul’s pro- 
posals for finmation of a 
supreme coundl to which 
power could be nansfened. 
The cotmcil would then be 
responsible for holding gener- 
al elections or calling a Loya 
Jiiga (tifoal assembly). 


OCCUPffiD JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israel's fc»eign min- 
ister, locked in a power strug- 
gle with ^ime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, has 
ducted out for a visit to ite 
United States of unspecified 
length, his office said on 
Sun^y. 

“He is on a private visit in 
the United States for about a 
week. It's unclear vifoen he'll 
return,'' said a spokeswoman 
for Foreign Mmister David 
Levy. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s office 
said Mr. Lmfy was in foe 
United States for four days 
with the prime nmuster's 
knowledge. Tt declined com- 
ment on Mr. Levy's office 
saying his return date was 
unclear. 

Israeli . InfirastiuctUFe 
Mmister Ariel Sharon, Mr. 
Levy’s ally in Mr. 
Netanyahu's eight-week-old 
government, has also gone to 
America, his aides said. 
Israeli media said {Ik two 
would aaend tbe wedding of 
a right-wing Jewish activist 
inNewYodL 

Political rivals Levy and 
Nefaifyahu have averaged a 
spat a month since coming to 
power. Ml Levy's aides 
complain Mr. Netanyahu 


ignor^ foe foreign minisuy, 
eq>ecially in Israeli peace 
moves with tbe Arabs. 

Palestinian officials joined 
foe argument in remarks 
broadcast by Israel's army 
radio on Sunday. 

“Mr. Netanyahu has his 
own agenda and if Mr. Levy 
says one word, he say to 
‘you are not audio- 
rised'”. He will send his spe- 
cial envoy Dr. Dore Gold to 
Cairo, to Amman, to here and 
there. You have two minis- 
ters of foreign affairs now.” 
said Palestinian Justice 
Mmister Freih Abu Medeen. 

Palestinian peace talks 
coordinator Hassan Asfour, 
using Mr. Netanyahu’s nick- 
name “Bibi,” said the Israeli 
leader acted more like the 
<^>position leader he once 
was than a prime minister. 

‘T think that Mr. Bibi 
not know the area and does- 
n’t know the people here," 
Mr. Asfour added. 

Final peace talks between 
the Palestinians and Israel 
began before Israel's May 29 
national elections but have 
yet to resume under Mr. 
Netanyahu, who has so far 
resisted meeting Palestinian 
self-rule authority I^ident 
Yasser Arafai 


Open-air Swiss 

rave draws 300,000 

ZURICH (R) — Some 

300.000 mostly young and ! 
scaitily clad “ravOT” tamed 

up at the uteekend for wiqt 
was billed as foe l^ggesi 
open-air party evea: in 
Switzerianil The wedeend- 
long celebration b^aa ' 
winding down Sundfy. Pan > 
carnival, part techno-dsco, 
Swiss m^’a warned those \ 
taidng to wear ear- d 
plugs. Swiss Rail audxsities ] 
laid on 50 extra tirins to 
bring in ravers fion 
Switzerland. Germany, Ita- 
ly, Austria and elsewhere 1 q 
E urope. On Saturday a mas- 
sive parade closed cen&al I 
Zurich, as participants gath- 
ered to gyrate to musk 
broadcast from over 30 
’Tove-mobiles” sponsored j 
by rave organisations widi 
names like “Sun-flower — 
The Light Of Ene^,” and ; 
“Future Bass Junkies.” The | 
parade wound around Lake I 
Zurich and completdy i 
blocked traffic in parts of tbe 
city for hours, but was 
peaceful. Thundeistorms 
overnight discouraged some 
open-air celebrations 
planned on the city outskirts. 
Oigaiiisers expeefted clean- 
up costs to be 50,000 to 

60.000 Swiss francs * 

(($40,000-50,000). ' 

U.S. adolescent | 
drug use up 78 % 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — | 
Drug use amorig 12-to-17- | 
year-olds was up 78 percent 
in the United States between 
1992 and 1995. accratiing to | 
a government report cited by 
U.S. News And World i 
Report The report which is 
iss^ armually by the U.S. 
De-panment of Health and 
Human Services and is due 
to be released later this 
month, also states that 
youths in tbe 12 - 17 3^ 
bracket usirig cocaine at 
least once a month rose 166 
per cent last year, foe maga- 
zine reported in its Aug. 19 
issue. 

Life expectancy 
drops In Japan due 
to Kobe quake, flu 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
average life expectancy, foe 
highest in the woiid. declined 
in 1995. due to the massive 
Kobe earthquake and an oitt- 
break of flu, a government 
report said Saturday. Life 
m^pectancy for Japanese 
women ^ged down 0.14 
years from 1994 to 82.8 
years, the first decrease in 
seven years, while the cone- 
spending figure for J^)anese 
men fell 0^1 years to 764 
years, after increasing for 
two consecutive yeaii 
Besides tbe deadly quake in 
the Kobe area of western 
Japan that killed 6,000 peo- 
ple, an outbreak of inflnenm 
early last year was also te 
blame for the drop, the rqkxt 
said. But the Ja-panese 
stayed at foe top of foe 
weed’s longevity rankings 
for both genders, followed by 
Sweden with 8138 years for 
women and 76.08 years for 
men, and Hong Kong with 
81.16 years for women and 
75.84 years for men. 

Executive beats ^ 
stress by buying 
afield 

LONDON (AFP) Ari 

overworked British execu- 
tive has found her own way 
to beat stress — by buying a 
meadow set in pictuiesqix 
countryside and sitting in it 
Senior consul- 

tant Margaret Gordon fbdted 
out £5300 ($8,000) to buy 

13 acre (0,6 hectare) 
field in Hanqj^ire, soudiffi 
England, and claims she hu 
found an idyllic ^arpmary 
from foe modem worid. 
Gordon. 43, ufoo ^wns 
£30,(X)0 ($45,000) a 
advising executives in puWiC 
companies and local 
®ent how to tadde stress, 
packs her deck ch.air and di^. 
ves foe 16 kilometres flwn 
her home to the meadow at M ; 
foe end of a bard week’s ^ 
work. She unwinds by anf* 
ply sitting alone in tbe field, 
nnd reading, taJdiig in tbe 
view, or list ening to the bhd- 
song. 
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